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THE NEW Government’s defence review 
announced in the Queen’s Speech to 
Parliament will be “wide-ranging” and will 
look at present and future commitments as 
well as structures and needs. 


Awards 

scoop 

by Navy 
News 

A QUARTET of prizes has 
made Navy News one of the 
chief winners of awards pre¬ 
sented by the British Assoc¬ 
iation of Communicators in 
Business. 

We won two class trophies 
for headlines and best illus¬ 
tration, an Award of 
Excellence in the internal 
newspapers class, and a 
Certificate of Merit for news 
story. 

■ What the judges said - 
page 18. 


“The Government intends 
to complete the strategic def¬ 
ence and security review as 
quickly as practicable,” a 
Ministry of Defence spokes¬ 
man told Navy News. 

“The aim is for completion 
around the turn of the year. 

“It will be a wide-ranging exercise 
and will involve consultation inside 
and outside Government. We will be 
assessing likely commitments and 
interests, both future and current, 
and how the Armed Forces should be 
structured to meet them.” 

He said the review would be led by 
foreign policy. It would ensure our 
Forces were matched to tomorrow’s 
challenges and that they had a clear 
sense of purpose. 

In her speech, the Queen said: 
“My Government will ensure a 
strong defence based on the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation, and 
promote international peace and 
security. They will play a major role 
in decisions to shape NATO’s future, 

■ Turn to page 12 


Norfolk 
takes 
a bow 


HMS NORFOLK is due 
to return home next 
month after a busy 
deployment to the 
South Atlantic. More 
news of her and pic- 


Govt takes wide-ranging look at tasks and needs 


Mhuiulu 

starhH 

SOON 


■ THE SHRINKING GARRISON p32 ■ LETTERS p6-7 ■ LEISURE pi4-15 ■ REUNIONS p24 ■ RNA p25 ■ SPORT p38-39 


















































V'Y NEWS, JUNE 1W7 





Royal farewell 


THE PRINCE of Wales will 
spend the evening at the 
Royal Naval College, Green¬ 
wich on June 12 to mark its 
closure this summer. 

Prince Charles will arrive 
there from HMS President 
and will be embarked in the 
Inshore Training Squadron 
vessel, HMS Explorer, 
escorted by her sister-ship 
HMS Example, 

He will meet college per¬ 


sonnel and families, and will 
be accompanied on his visit 
by the First Sea Lord, Sir 
Jock Slater, and Flag Officer 
Training and Recruiting, 
Rear Admiral John Me Anally, 
The Prince will attend a 
thanksgiving service in the 
College Chapel, a reception 
in Grand Square and dinner 
in the Painted Hall. He will 
leave after a ceremony of 
Beat Retreat and Sunrise. 


Options 


Royals^ 

return 

from 

Congo 

WITHDRAWAL of Royal 
Marines and other 
British Forces from the 
Congo was going 
ahead as Navy News 
went to press. 

About 40 members of 
the Corps had been 
deployed to Brazzaville. 
They formed Ihe advance 
guard of Operation Deter¬ 
minant, mounted to evac¬ 
uate hundreds of British 
nationals in and around 
the Zairean capital 
Kinshasa, if necessary. 

With the end of wide¬ 
spread fighting and 
Laurent Kabila’s assump¬ 
tion of the presidency of 
the newly named Congo 
Republic, it was assessed 
that evacuation was 
unnecessary. 

The Marines and British 
Army units in the region 
were returning to RAF 
Lyneham and Brize 
Norton Meanwhile French 
and Belgian troops 
remain in the area for the 
time being. 

As the British Forces 
prepared to leave, four 
Royal Marines were held 
briefly by Congolese 
police at Brazzaville. They 
were released when the 
British Consul was able to 
reassure the authorities 
l as to their identities. k 


Museum work 
to start soon 

WORK ON the CHI million rede¬ 
velopment ol the Koval Naval 
Museum at Portsmouth ts due lo 
start this summer. 

lenders for the i5 million first 
phase of the project are expected 
to he received soon, which would 
allow a July start date. Ihe muse¬ 
um’s Development Manager, 
Julian Thomas, told Mur .Vcw.v, 
The Ianopean Commission has 
released L5(UHI!I to the museum 
Irom the konver f und for the 
re^eneration of areas affected by 
the decline of dele nee mdusin. 


Endeavour returns to her roots 


Flowers of 
the sea 


A WARN ML motor launch is 
being honoured during the J luwci 


WATCHED by thousands of sight¬ 
seers, the Australian-built replica of 
Capt Cook's bark Endeavour enters 
Whitby - birthplace of the original 
ship over two centuries ago. 

Cook's sturdily built Whitby collier, 
was launched as the Earl of Pembroke in 
the mid 18th century. As HM bark 
Endeavour, she left on her epic voyage of 
discovery to Australasia in 1768. 


The full-size replica completed her voy¬ 
age from Australia to London in March. 
She then visited ports on the east coast, 
and in June was due to be at Inverness 
and Greenock, at Liverpool and Fishguard 
in July, and Falmouth and Plymouth in 
August, 

Weymouth, Brighton and St Helier are 
among her stopping-off points during 
September and October. 

Meanwhile, another repiica - that of the 


Tudor ship Matthew - is re-enacting John 
CaboEs transatlantic voyage to New¬ 
foundland. As she left Bristol on May 2 
she was escorted by HMS Dasher, vessel 
of the University RN Unit at Bristol. 

At the helm for the start of the 
Matthew's seven-week voyage from the 
City Docks was the Duke of Edinburgh, 
while the Royal Marines Band Plymouth 
played on the jetty. 

Picture: Yorkshire Regional Newspapers 


FIVE Royal Navy ratings and a Ministry of Defence security guard took a key role 
in a harrowing search for survivors after a French naval vessel exploded and 
sank off Cherbourg. 


• LW(PHOT) Tammy Williams 
- found strangled. 

Mystery of 
murdered 
Wren's 
last hours 

POLICE ARE still Hying lo 
solve the mystery of the Iasi 
hours of murdered Wren 
Timmy Williams. 

Turnin', a 2J-year-oUI leading 
airwoman photographei based mi 
HMS Drake, was found strangled 
in a FIvmiHHh Hal on Monday, 
April 2JL She was Iasi seen Iw 
friends when she left a city night¬ 
club in the early hours of the pre- 
\ tons day. 

\ AO-year-old man has been 
charged with her murder and 
remanded in cuslodv. 

Police are still keen to know 
how Timmy ended up in a ground- 
fltuu flat in A nst is Street. 
Smndtouse. with which she had 
no known connection. 


Missing earring 

They are asking anyone who 
saw Timmy alter I am on April 27 
lo contact them on 01752 751510. 
She was wearing a diagonally 
striped dress. They are also keen 
to find a missing earring in the 
shape of a gold cross, and her 
black leather purse and credit 
ea ids. 

Just a few months ago Tammv 
became one of (he first Navy pho¬ 
tographers to be awarded a 
Nalional Vocational Qualification, 
level three. 

Her funeral took place at 
Leicester Cathedral on May 23. 
Koval Nav\ ratings were pallbear 
ers. and the last post was sounded 
by a Koval Marines bugler. 


her w it liin two minutes. 

Sea I larrier, skippered h\ 
tTO(AII) Brian Voce, reacted 
immediately by radioing La 
I idele x last position to British 
Coastguards tin relax to the French 
authorities. 

“We were en route from 
Gosport to Alderney on a week’s 
adventurous sail training expedi¬ 
tion," said Brian, "On Ihe morning 
of April 30 we were five miles of! 
Cherbourg and saw the French ship 
a couple of miles off our port bow. 
Suddenly there was an almighty 
explosion and we saw a large plume 
of black smoke. 

"She was on fire aft and within 
two minutes she sank by the stern," 

Liferafts 

Sea Harrier made for the posi¬ 
tion where all that was left of lat 
Fidele were liferafts and a marker 
buoy. Twenty-two men from the 
ship had survived and were in the 
rafts, 

'A French fishing vessel had also 
approached and within 20 minutes 
a French rescue helicopter was on 
the scene," said Brian. "The men in 
the liferafts were safe for the lime 
being, so we looked for any sur¬ 
vivors in the water, ll was very cold 
and if anyone was alive we knew 


they would not survive immersion 
for vc t v long," 

In fact, no one was alive in the 
water, although Sea I larrier recov¬ 
ered one of the two bodies to be 
found. Three others arc missing, 
presumed dead. 

“It was a horrible sight.” said 
Brian, 'The man had obviously 
tiled in the explosion and liad 
received terrible injuries. But my 
crew coped very wclk especially the 
MOD Guard Service man, George 
I lardslaff- an ex-soldier who was a 
pillar of strength - and 
POAEA(M) Martin Holliday .’’ 

Eventually they were able it) 
transfer the body to a rescue vessel 
and were then asked to put into 
Cherbourg to give statements to 
the French maritime police. 

"The French made us very wel¬ 
come," said Brian, “They seemed 
very grateful lor what we had done. 
They fed us and repaired the 
guardrail of Sea Harrier w hich had 
been damaged during the transfer 
of the body." 

All Ihe crew members are based 
at RN air station Yeovil I on, the 
Navy men being members of 84H 
Naval Air Squadron. They include 
EWTR Martin Lambert, 
POAEM(L) Peter C ummins and 
A EM Mark New combe. 


1 he six Britons formed the crew 
of HM sail training craft Seal 
Harriet which was just two miles 
from the 4lHI-ion 1 Tench auxiliary 
ship I.a E'idele when an internal 
blast ripped through her and sank 


Marines held 
after drugs 
bust at sea 


TWO ROYAL Marines are among 14 people in custody in con¬ 
nection with an alleged attempt to smuggle £13 million worth of 
cannabis into Britain. 


Customs officers found 25 bales 
of the drug when the Maltese reg¬ 
istered freighter Simon de Danse r 
was intercepted by a Royal Navy 
frigate in international waters off 
Portugal on May 7. The Ministrvof 
Defence were not releasing the 
name of the warship. 

Light people were arrested on 
hoard the freighter, t hey included 
Nigel Spencer (27), a serving Royal 
Marine attached lo the Special 
Boat Squadron, and former 
Marine Cnarlcs Thomas (35). 

Raids in UK 

Five others have appeared in 
court alter being arrested in sepa¬ 
rate raids across England. Tlic\ 
include another serving Marine. 
Mark Jones (32), Drugs, a firearm, 
cash and documents were also 
seized. 

The others arrested on the ship 
are Frenchman Alain Ouallier. 
Peter Mercer. Murat For from 
Istanbul. Anthony Daifara from 


Spain, Martin VVallesden and 
Norman Walker. 

Besides Mark Jones, those 
arrested ashore in UK include 
Sean Me Lvov. Sandra Stone, 
David Charrington and Mark 
Spinks. As .Wot News went so 
press, David Charrington s brother 
Brian was being held in Spain 
pending extradition proceedings. 

Two accused 
in Singapore 

A ROYAL Marine on ihe Navy’s 
Ocean Wave deployment has been 
remanded in custody in Singapore, 
accused of being involved in rob¬ 
bing a taxi drivel of L2U. 

Marine Richard Britten was 
charged with RFMI soldier ,Filin 
King, It found guilty lhe\ max face 
a caning as well as several years in 
jail under Singapore's tough crime 
laws. 


CENTURY'S LAST FRIGATE 

• HMS Sutherland, still wearing the Red Duster, arrives at Devonport. 


Sailors in key role 
after blast horror 


■ A new exhibition celebrating 
more than l(Ki vears of S5AE A 
Forces Help will lour the country 
after it doses at tile Imperial War 
Museum on June 5 


HMS SUTHERLAND, due to be the fast 
frigate to enter Royal Navy service this 
century, was greeted in Scottish style when 
she was handed over at Devonport on May 
15. Two Scottish pipers of 1st Battalion The 


Highlanders played while members of her 
ship s company not already on board 
marched up the gangway. Sutherland, 13th 
of her class to be accepted by the Navy, 
joins the Sixth Frigate Squadron under her 


Commanding Officer, Cdr Martin Harriman. 
The last three ships of the class on order - 
Kent, St Albans and Portland - are due to 
enter service in the years 2000-01. 

PicEure LA i PHOT: Andy Wh 1 1 1 


lest ix t d at Si John’s Cl lurch. 
] Xidwurth. Bnrnslcv. 

IIMMI I20’s budge design 
l. unis p:u l uf the eluu eh porch dis¬ 
play. ilk theme ol which is the sea. 
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TWO visitors to HMS Victory must have felt 
very much at home, even though it was their 
first time on board. 

The six-day-old babies were on the wooden war- 
respectively, where mum and grand- 

aaa work. 

Mum is Lt Kerry Straughan, who gave birth to 91b 9oz 
Thomas Daniel Masterman on May €- she had given'up 
work as the flagship's First Lieutenant only three days 
before. 

Thomas arrived on his due date - which also happened 
to be mum's 35th birthday. 

'1 was fit all the way through my pregnancy, so there 
was no need to give up work any earlier," said Lt 
Straughan. 

“For the last two weeks 1 didn't go up and down stairs 
but otherwise carried out my duties as normal. Victory is 
a very pregnancy-friendly ship -1 was well looked after." 

Thomas r name recalls that of Nelson's captain of 


Victory at the Battle of Trafalgar, Thomas Masterman 
Hardy. 

A few hours later, in the same maternity unit In 
Portsmouth, Lt Straughan's boss became a grandfather. 

Michelle Hodklnson, daughter of Victory’s command¬ 
ing officer Lt Cdr Mike Cheshire, gave birth to 81b lor 
Jessica Elizabeth, who arrived 12 days late. 

Jessica’s dad is a serving RN officer, Lt Cdr Chris 
Hodkinson, Operations Officer for Type 23 frigate HMS 
Grafton. 

And to complete the naval links, Thomas' dad is also 
an officer - Lt Cdr Harry Straughan, who works for Flag 
Officer Surface Flotilla in Portsmouth. 

The babies' birthday almost coincided with a birthday 
for Victory herself - May 7 marked exactly 232 years 
since the ship was launched at Chatham. 

* Cof scene: (from felt} Michelle Hodkinson with 
Jessies, Leading Seamen Bob Kane, Victory’s 
Quartermaster, and Lt Kerry Straughan with Thomas . 

Picture: LA(Phot) M.Hipkin, FOSF Photographic Unit. 


Nelson's flagship delivers a double 
bequest to the nation 


A TREAT FOR 
THE YORKIE 
RARKIDS 

ALL HMS YORK’S strong ties with the city of York came to the fore when she 
docked at Hull tor a five day visit. 


Historic Ships deal 
is Just the ticket 

FLAGSHIP Portsmouth, the umbrella organisation for 
the city's historic ships, has introduced a new season 
ticket aimed at the enthusiasts. 

The ticket, launched last month , gives unlimited entry for 
two years to HMS Victory, HMS Warrior, the Mary Rose, the 
RN Museum, Warships by Water and the Dockyard 
Apprentice, 

Adults will pay £17, children £12, senior citizens £14.50, and 
a family ticket, covering two adults and one child will cost 
£40, also allowing extra children and grandparents in at half 
price. 

The opportunity to save money is considerable - an adult 
making just one visit to ail the historic dockyard attractions 
would pay £14. 

Season tickets also give a 25 per cent discount for all 
accompanying friends and relatives. Flagship general manag¬ 
er David Geddes said: "This ticket is tremendous value for 
money. It would also make an excellent gift to anyone who 
enjoys the attractions of the dockyard." 

The heritage area - the only one located within a working 
naval base anywhere in the world - attracts 650,000 visitors a 
year, with HMS Victory alone proving a magnet for 400,000. 


First came a visit to Gaitres 
School for special needs chil¬ 
dren, for whom the Type 42 
destroyer has raised over 
£7,000 over the past two years. 
This was combined with a spe¬ 
cial concert by the Band of 
Flag Officer Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 

A further charity concert in the 
spectacular venue of York Minster 
raised funds for the school, ihe 
Lord Mayor of York's Charity, 
York Minster and King George's 
Fund for Sailors. 

This was sponsored by York- 
based Nestle UK Ltd, for whose 
popular Yorkie bars the ship has 
long had a particularly sweet 
tooth. 

Sporting fixtures were arranged 
with many of the local military 
units and HMS York's soccer 
team had a special training session 
with York City Football Club. 
During this the team was present¬ 
ed with a complete Club strip, 
now the ship s own official livery. 

Floodlit 

The visit began with a reception 
on board for the Lord Mayor and 
the Dean of York Minster, featur¬ 
ing a floodlit Beat Retreat on the 
jetty, and ended with Lord 
Mayor's Divisions outside the 
Mansion House. 

Here the Freedom Scroll origi¬ 
nally presented to the ship in 1991 
was re-read and the ship's compa¬ 
ny saluted the city. The parade, on 
a busy Saturday morning, attract¬ 
ed a large crowd. 

For the journey back to 
Portsmouth, detachments of Sea 
Cadets from York and 
Scarborough took passage and 
then spent two days visiting the 
Royal Naval Museum, HMS 
Victoiy r and the Submarine 
Museum. See also page 10. 


# LS Derek Simpson shares 
a joke with the Lord Mayor of 
York CUr Ken King . 




DUE to demand, Ihe 
Thanksgiving Service for Cap! 
Nick Barker. CO of HMS 
Endurance during the Falklands 
War. who died in April aged 63. 
has moved to Southwark 
Cathedral on June 11 at 3p.m. 

J □ LI 

TWO of the last episodes of 
BBCVs quiz show 

Mastermind, which ends its 25 
year run this summer, will be 
shown from Britannia Royal 
Naval College Dartmouth's 
quarter-deck before an invited 
audience of staff, families and 
officers under training. 

□ J U 


THE RN hosted a visit to 
Plymouth by the mv Anas fasts, the 
converted cruise liner 'Mercy 
Ship' that offers free health care 
and other assistance to impover¬ 
ished nations around the world. 

□ □ U 

NEW exhibitions and a reunion 
are planned to mark the 15th 
anniversary of the raising of 
the remains of the Tudor war¬ 
ship Mary Rose from the 
Solent on 11 October 1982. 

Li □ J 

NAAFi has presented the Royal 
Star and Garter Home at 
Richmond with £2,OIK) worth of 
electrical equipment, donated 
from cash raised during the com¬ 
pany's 75th anniversary celebra¬ 
tions Iasi year. 

□ □ □ 

A RARE double DSM awarded 
to PO Leonard Roberts of HMS 
Saracen has been presented 
by his family to the RN 
Submarine Museum. 

□ □ □ 

THE ROYAL Armouries 

Museum and the Ex- Se rv i ces 
Mental Welfare Society is sponsor¬ 
ing a £1,000 short story competi¬ 
tion for the best fiction or non fic¬ 
tion entry on either ‘Military Life’, 
Wartime' or 'Peace', for which no 
items on Korea, Aden , Northern 
Ireland, the Falklands, the Gulf 
and Bosnia have vet been 
received Tel 0113 243 3300 for 
details. 


□ □ □ 

HMS SULTAN now has a sec¬ 
ond bridge linking the two 
halves of the Gosport estab¬ 
lishment across Military Road. 


□ □ U 


THE BRITISH Korean Veterans 
Association is sponsoring a plot in 
ihe new National Forest at 
Croxall, Staffs in memory of the 
1.078 British servicemen who died 
in the 1950-53 war. 
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Drafty... The Drifting Co-ordination Office ... 



For ‘Jacks’ 
of all trades 

ONE OF the less well known sections ot the Naval Drafting Directorate is the 
Drafting Co-ordination Office. 

This office draws together those areas of drafting business with a common thread which don’t 
neatly fit into the mainstream drafting task. 



The office is staffed by a mixture 
of Service and civilian personnel 
and provides general support facii- 
tiics on a whole-unit basis, such as 
arranging and establishing closed 
drafting periods to suit a ship's 
deployment programme and liais¬ 
ing with units to support comple¬ 
ment run-down profiles to meet 
closure, refit, non-ope rat ion a I ot 
sale dates. 

Also provided are a centra! 
booking facility for general train¬ 
ing courses, the administration of 
draft orders, the management of 
llight and unaccompanied baggage 
requirements for local foreign ser¬ 
vice, the co-ordination of 
Extended Service personnel and 
the provision of estimated relief 
date reports, distributed on a six- 
monthly cycle, lo support person¬ 
nel management planning. 

Travel centre 

Drafty's answer lo Thomas 
Cook is the Movements Leading 
Regulator who administers llight 
requirements with the Joint 
Services Travel Centre (JSTC) for 
all officers and ratings appoint¬ 
ed drafted abroad and initiates the 
necessary procedure with the 
Government’s agency for the 
movement of unaccompanied bag¬ 
gage. 

However, as ihe Navy reduces in 
size, so does the number of com¬ 
plemented billets overseas and Ihe 
chances of Local foreign Service 
(LFS) and a family accompanied 
draft arc less. 

Nevertheless, it is not alt gloom 
and doom as there remain some 
5(H) LFS billets in overseas units, 
albeit mainly in Europe, 

Personnel who are interested in 
either accompanied or unaccom¬ 
panied LFS should volunteer by 
submitting a C230. Who knows? It 
could he your turn next! 

On the subject of LFS and 



'Not ordination - it’s Co¬ 
ordination V' 


llights in particular, personnel join¬ 
ing shore units and ships abroad, 
together with (heir UP Os, should 
he aware of passport and visa 
requirements for individuals and, 
as appropriate, the family. 

Some countries require a visa 
even if personnel arc only staging 
through to another destination. 

To save personnel being denied 
entry, not lo mention the diplomat¬ 
ic and financial implications, any 
queries regarding visas should be 
raised with JSTC as soon as possi¬ 
ble. 

Extended Service 

In the past four years Extended 
Service (ES) personnel and associ¬ 
ated complemented Special Billets 
(SBs) have significantly reduced. 
The MOD policy of returning SBs 
to the active Service (AS) commit¬ 
ment by replacing ES personnel al 
the end of their current engage¬ 
ment with AS personnel has not 
changed. 

However, in the present taut 
manpower climate, it has been 
decided that, exceptionally and on 
a case-by-case basis, a number of 
individually identified billets may 
be filled by ES personnel when 


ihey cannot be filled by AS ratings 
and hard gaps would result. 

Although a number of addition¬ 
al SBs will be established and vol¬ 
unteers will he trawled for by sig¬ 
nal, the ES engagement is not 
about to take off and will be care¬ 
fully monitored. 

Paper mountain 

Does anyone know where TSR O 
ST GEORGECT IS? The Draft 
Order Administrator does. 
Ensuring that the 9(H) plus draft 
orders authorised every working 
day are actually printed and 
addressed to the correct destina¬ 
tion with the correct additional 
documentation attached, needs 
careful management. 

While much of (he process is 
achieved using computers, the end 
result is still that a mountain of 
paper needs sorting and despatch. 

future IT systems may provide 
the facility tor draft orders and 


other manpower management 
details to be received direct by 
units but this is still some way off. 
In the meantime, the paperless 
drafting office remains just a 
dream. 

This situation is not helped as 
draft orders become more cus¬ 
tomer friendly, by additional anno¬ 
tated standards remarks and the 
introduction of plain language 
translations of ADQUALs. 

Nevertheless, further areas for 
improvement are being assessed 
whilst remembering that the draft 
order has already grown unwieldy, 
far removed from its original pur¬ 
pose of moving ratings from one 
unit to another. Therefore, if any 
information is considered unneces¬ 


sary by unit administrators, the co¬ 
ordination office would like to 
hear from you. 

Lost courses 

Leadership, ship protection and 
firefighting training courses are 
always heavily subscribed and 
booked well In advance to meet 
either advancement or mandatory 
requirements and to support PJT 
packages. 

Unavoidable situations may 
arise, resulting in personnel unable 
to attend a booked course, and 
there may be some flexibility for 
moving personnel between cours¬ 
es. 

However, a number of last- 
minute cancellations, particularly 
for Leadership courses, and non- 
attendance in general, is signifi¬ 
cant. The downstream effects are: 

□ The loss of valuable course 
places. 

J Ratings join units without the 
required PJT and certificates. 

J Waste of training resources. 

_l Unnecessary travel and asso¬ 
ciated costs. 

The primary reason for cancella¬ 
tion of leadership courses is failure 
to reach the required fitness stan¬ 
dards and administrative error for 
non a (tenders on other courses. 

Details of pre-course require¬ 
ments, course dates and relevant 
information are normally estab¬ 
lished early on draft orders, 

A greater awareness and 
planned management of the 
appropriate requirements by indi¬ 
viduals, their divisional officers 


and unit administrators would help 
to reduce last-minute cancellations 
and non-attenders. The message is 
simple - help yourself, your unit 
and Drafty by ensuring that you 
read and understand the draft 
order directive and amplifying 
instructions. 

If there are any problems, let 
your divisional officer and UPO 
know as soon as possible in order 
that they can he addressed in a 
timescale that enables alternative 
arrangements and re-allocation of 
valuable course places to be made. 


THE TEAM 

DCO Lt Cdr Fred Patchett 
ext 2565. 

DCl CPOWTR Taff Griffiths 
(office manager and 
Extended Service Person¬ 
nel) ext 2567. 

DC2 WWTR Julie Turner 
(Office Admin LFS/NI 
Clearance and Assistant 
Movements) ext 2522. 

DC3 Mrs Liz Dean (Course 
liaison 3PO, Leadership, 
Firefighting) ext 2566. 

DC4 Mrs Shirley Toft (Draft 
order management, com¬ 
mercial course, routine 
administration) exf 2532. 
DC5 LReg Graham O'Reilly 
(movements, flight book¬ 
ings, unaccompanied bag¬ 
gage) ext 2560. 



HAVE YOU 
MISSED US? 

Back copies available from 1980. 

Ring Sylvia Newman 

PORTSMOUTH (01705) 

725064 or 826040 

Navy News — 

The Paper that lives up to its name! 





Culdrose boasts Europe’s first 
drive-through helicopter wash 



AIRCRAFT maintained at 
RN Air Station Culdrose 
have the luxury of 
Europe's first drive- 
through helicopter wash. 

The installation, developed 
by the Surrey firm WNV 
Systems, is designed to wash 
off salt spray picked up by the 
aircraft during flying opera¬ 
tions. 

Previously, the salt, which 
accelerates corrosion, had to 
be removed manually with 
water hoses - a costly opera¬ 
tion in man hours and an 
excessive use of water. 

Longer life 

Gommodore Simon Thorne- 
will, the Commanding Officer 
of RNAS Culdrose, said: “We 
spend an enormous amount 
of time in preventative main¬ 
tenance or repairing areas on 
our aircraft damaged by cor¬ 
rosion. 

"The automatic rinse not 
only saves time but will 
extend the life of our heli¬ 
copters. " 


The full rinse takes just 
three minutes and 75 per cent 
of the water is recycled. 


Similar facilities are being 
installed at other military 
locations. 


• The rinser automatically 
sprays 7,000 litres of water at 
the taxiing helicopter 
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Shios of the Roval Naw 


No 499 






• Heading home - HMS Newcastle anchors off Leith to salute the Queen before sailing south to Portsmouth. 


As good as new 


Surface Flotilla, Newcastle - the 
second-oldest of the Type 42s - 
sailed for NATO's Exercise Linked 
Seas off the coast of Portugal in 
April, and last month saw her visit 
her adopted city of Newcastle for a 
rededication ceremony, during 


which she was planning to exercise 
her Freedom of the City, 

Later this year the ship will 
assist in initial sea training for new 
entry' officer cadets from the 
Britannia Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth, 


If You're Buying 
Don't Sell... 


...until you Send in The Form 


Send or fax the form for a 'no obligation' estimate for your present car and receive your free copy of 
Natocars’ Guide to Car Buying nr our used car list, plus car brochures of your choice. 

NATOCARS 


W hen vehicles are part exchanged, 'the hade' work on 
the principle that 'There's only so much in a deal" - a 
good new car discount means less money for your old one 
and vice versa. 

Fortunately, with Natocars you get no vice and plenty of 
versa! We take any car and our straight dealing gives you the 
choice of over 1000 models from eleven makes, with our 
discounted prices published 'up front' in our comprehensive 
buying guide. We then otter the best trade-in price based on 
tax paid market values. And. if you purchased your car tax 
free and have fulfilled the qualifying period you will not have 
to pay VAT when selling to Natocars. 

Also, with Natocars, you can part exchange now and have the 
money, having left a deposit against a future car purchase 
Well even collect if you are away! 

You have the option of a lower monthly payment finance plan 
with credit protection, an extra discount on your insurance 
premium, the possibility of instant maximum no claims bonus, 
plus the choice of special concessions for Le Shuttle, ferry 
travel or doorstep delivery 


Facts and 
figures 

Class: Type 42 destroyer 
Pennant number: D87 
Builder: Swan Hunters, 
Wallsend-on-Tyna 
Launched: April 24. 

1975 

Commissioned: March 
23,1978 

Displacement: 4.100 
tonnes 

Length: 119.5m 
Beam: 14.3m 
Draught: 5.8m 
Ship’s company: 253 

(24 officers), accommo¬ 
dation for 312 
Machinery: COGOG 
(combined gas turbine or 
gas turbine): two Roils 
Royce Olympus TM3B 
gas turbines of 50,000hp 
sustained; two Rolls 
Royce Tyne RJVHC gas 
turbines (cruising) of 
9,900hp sustained 
Speed: 29 knots 
Range: 4,000 miles at 
18 knots 

Armaments: Sea Dart 
surface to air missile twin 
launcher; Vickers 4.5in 
gun; four 20mm anti-air¬ 
craft machine guns; two 
Vulcan Phalanx close-in 
Gatling guns 
Radars: Air search: 
Marconi/Signaal Type 
1022; Air/surface search: 
Plessey Type 996; 
Navigation: Kelvin 
Hughes Type 1006; Fire 
control: Marconi Type 
909 


ALTHOUGH now back with 
the Fleet, HMS Newcastle’s 
recent history shows the extent 
of the work carded out on a 
warship in refit. 

Newcastle, a Type 42 destroyer, 
is almost 2(1 years old, and last 
November emerged from a 14- 
momh second refit by Babcock 
Rosytli Dockyard Ltd BRDL 
on the Forth near Edinburgh. 

Her refit covered all areas of the 
ship, from engines to sensors, and 
I he need for access at times left her 
resembling a Swiss cheese with 
more than TO holes cut into her hub. 

The Weapon Engineering 
Department work package consist¬ 
ed mainly of restorative work, with 
upgrades for the Phalanx close-in 
weapon system and various com¬ 
munications devices. 

New navigational equipment - 
Use Navstar Global Positioning 
System - was added, along with 
new electronic warfare equipment, 

The ship’s 4.5in gun and Sea 
Dart missile iaunchct were 
removed as soon as she arrived in 
Rosy tli. and were taken away for 
refurbishment. Replacements were 
fitted shortly afterwards. 

All areas requiring major work 
were stripped bare soon after the 
refit began, but within four months 
equipment was starting to reap¬ 
pear and was subjected to trials 
and inspections. 

A similar story was unfolding in 
the Marine Engineering 


Department. External surfaces 
were stripped of paim and patches 
of corrosion pul right. 

The 30 access holes were cut in 
the hull, allowing the removal of 
machinery and systems. AH was 
restored around ten months after 
the ship entered dock, leaving her 
looking as good as new. 

Throughout the refit the ship's 
Supply Department, through the 
Unit Personnel Office, had to 
maintain the pay records and the 
ship’s correspondence system. 

The stores sub-department 
became even busier, running not 

only the relit stores account, but 

also assisting in an exercise which 
resulted in the reduction of on¬ 
board stores by 12, (Hill items. 

In August last year the rest of 
the department moved in to help 
with the logistics of moving the 

bulk of the ship's company 

around 25(1 men and women in 
total - back on board. 


As the various systems and 
pieces of machinery were brought 
back to life - the diesel generators 
and gas turbines had their first test 
runs before the ship's company was 
in place in September - the ship 
entered a phase of demanding 
Harbour Acceptance Trials before 
moving on to the Sea Acceptance 
Trials and safety tests, 

Newcastle sailed from Rosyth on 
November 30, anchoring that day 
off Leith to fire a 21-gun salute on 
behalf of the Queen, marking the 
return of the Stone of Scone to 
Scotland, 

Four days later she entered her 
home port of Portsmouth for the 
first time in IS months. 

The new year saw the destroyer 
preparing for live weeks of inten¬ 
sive operational sea training under 
the auspices of Hag Officer Sea 
Training at Plymouth, which Look 
her through March. 

By now fully restored to the 


Battle honours 


Porto Farina 

1655 

Marbella 

1705 

Santa Cruz 

1657 

Sadras 

1758 

Lowestoft 

1665 

Negapatam 

1758 

Orfordness 

1666 

Porto Novo 

1759 

Schooneveld 

1673 

Spartivento 

1940 

Texel 

1673 

Burma 

1944-45 

Korea 

1952-53 



Early Newcastle takes honours 



• Seventh ship on the seven seas - cruiser HMS Newcastle pictured in April 1952. 


EIGHT ships have borne the 
name HMS Newcastle, with 
the first, sixth and seventh 
sharing most of lhe honours. 

In fact, the first, a 50-gun ship 
built in 1653, look almost half the 
h e l u I e h ono u rs be fore be i ng w i ec ked 
in a storm off Chichester in 1703. 

The second Newcastle was a 
similar size to the first, carrying 54 
guns. Built at Deptford in 1704, 
she was broken up in 1746, 

The next ship was a bigger 
fourth-rate vessel, again carrying 


50 guns. She was built at 
Portsmouth in 1750. and won hon¬ 
ours at Sadras, Negapatam and 
Porto Novo before being wrecked 
in a hurricane in January 1761. 

There was then a break before 
the fourth shin, of 1.556 tons and 
61) turns, was built at BJackwall in 
181% % was broken up in 1850, 

The fifth Newcastle saw a jump 
in technology - she was a 4th rate 
wooden screw frigate of 4,(MHI tons, 
built at Deptford in I860, but with¬ 
in 30 years was being used as a 
powder hulk. She was sold in 1929, 


The sixth Newcastle, a cruiser of 
4,800 tons built by Armstrong 
Whitworth in 1909, saw service 
during World War 1 and was sold 
three years after the war ended. 
The seventh, and perhaps best- 
loved, was built on the Tyne by 
Vickers Armstrong in 1936 as 
HMS Minotaur, and was renamed 
Newcastle soon after. 

The ship, 9,100 tons of 
Sou t h a m p l on -e I ass e ru i se r, sc rve d 
throughout World War 11 and also 
had a role in the Korean War. She 
was scrapped at Faslane in 1959 


M \ fifnuntitii! i tyvrirNtv 

Telephone Natocars mi- 01278 455555 or lax- 01278 4503% or CLIP THE COUPON. 
Natocars Ltd * Wylds Road * Bridgwater - Somerset - TA6 4DG 
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Letters 



Double for 
Spirits 

REFERENCE the March issue, I 
was veiy interested in the article 
on ships' badges. 

My I ate husband George 
Brunton served in the submarine 
HMS Spirit and was presented 
with a Doultons earthenware 
tankard bearing a badge showing 
half a rum barrel with the legends 
The King, God Bless Him, "Up 
Spirits' and 'HMS/ni Spirit*, 

The Spirit badge 1 purchased at 
the 19% HMS Ganges reunion is 
quite different to the rum tub 
badge, however - could this be 
another ease of dual budging, as 
with HMS Upholder? 
D*Brunton, Danbury, 

Alexander Clement of the 
Royal Doulton Museum tells me 
that the rum tub badge was prob¬ 
ably the invention of the compa¬ 
ny 

Specially commissioned com¬ 
memorative items of this type 
were not produced in great num¬ 
bers and would now have a cor¬ 
responding rarity value - Ed. 

Rock run 
no record 

IN THE March edition of Navy 
News you posed the question of 
whether 270 runners from HMS 
Illustrious who ran to the top of 
the Rock of Gibraltar recently 
constituted a record cntTy for the 
race from an individual ship 
Your edition of February 1973 
has an article about HMS Ark 
Royal's race where 293 runners 
completed the course. I myself 
came fourth with a time of 22 min 
22 secs some distance behind the 
winner, Ll Tony Parker, who fin¬ 
ished in 19 min 53 secs, - CPQ 
A,G. Hawkins, HMS Osprey. 


Tough solution 


to trouble in 
the Govan 


THERE is nothing new in 
Sea Cadet Units being har¬ 
assed by the local thugs 
(April issue). 

i first donned a blue suit at 
my unit in the very tough 
Govan district of Glasgow in 
1951, 

We had a ceremonial sentry, 
with a .303 and bayonet almost as 
big as himself at the Govan Road 
entrance. 

After persistent harrassment 
from the toughs he was withdrawn 


into the premises of the unit. 
Going It) and from Govan Road 
Underground Station was a contin¬ 
uous running battle at one period. 
The problem was finally solved 
with a confrontation between "us 
and them' during which a few 
bloody noses were handed out to 


the 


- J. Stuart, 
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Stinging 

response 


THE PHOTOGRAPH of HMS 
Barrosa “stung hy a Squid 1 ( April 
issue) is well remembered. It was 
taken south of Malta in January 
1955. I was a leading signalman 
aboard HMS Agincourt at the 
time and the story has an interest¬ 
ing prologue. 

The Fourth Destroyer 
Squadron (Agincourt, Aisne, 
Marrosa and Corunna) were to 
steam in line abreast and launch 
Squid simultaneously for photo¬ 
graphic purposes. 

Unfortunately, Barrosa had dif¬ 
ficulty getting under way (if mem¬ 
ory serves me right Captain(D) 
had ordered all ships to weigh by 
hand and Barrosa Most if). She 
w r as steaming to catch up to take 
station between Agincourt and 
Aisne when her Squicl landed. 

This raised a few eyebrows on 
the bridge, followed by a signal 
from a normally restrained 
Captain (D) ‘Circumstances relat¬ 
ing to the incident. ..' etc. 

This photo (above) was taken 
shortly afterwards when things had 
calmed down somewhat. — 
A .T. Ash worth, Otiey. 


Mannheim, Germany. 

Forgotten 

recalled 

SINCE you published my appeal 
to hear from anyone w ho served in 
BYMS, MMSs or MFVs m the 
Forgotten Fleets' during World 
War II I have heard from many 
Patrol Service shipmates. As a 
result we have traced 37 craft in 
the Pacific Fleet and 36 in the East 
Indies Fleet that have not been 
forgotten in the annals. Keep on 
producing the best monthly publi¬ 
cation in the UK. - T.Bryant, 
Secretary, North London RNPSA. 

Last word 
on oakum 

REGARDING the oakum ques¬ 
tion (January and February 
issues), on 27 December 1%3, 
whilst on passage between Fiji and 
Singapore in HMS Cook, for 
over-indulging on Christmas Eve I 
was given a bucketful of three-plv 
rope and had to tease it into indf- 
vidual fibres. 

Am l therefore the last matelol 
in the RN to have picked oakum 
as a punishment? - V.H.Forshaw, 
Colchester 


‘No better 
place’ for 
a second 
career, NZ 


I FEEL compelled to reply to CE.Chilcotfs hard luck 
story from Down Under (March letters). I served in the 
Royal Navy from 1975 to 1986 and have lived in New 
Zealand for the past 11 years. 


I truly believe I couldn’t 
have chosen a better place to 
embark on a second career. 

The claims that the cost of living 
(everyday foodstuffs) is high are 
totally unfounded. My family eats 
FRESH meat and vegetables 
every day. Mr Chilcott would be 
on an above average salary due to 
his seniority, he would also have a 
tidy sum (equated into NZ$) on 
receiving his RN pension. 

Although Auckland has some 
rather highly priced houses, as 
does Wellington, there are also 
plenty of tidy, comfortable and 
affordable houses on the market. 

New Zealand is a great place to 
live, but probably a bad place to 
feel homesick, Mr Chilcott.— 
J.Sart, Tawa, New Zealand, 

Sad cry of 
a goat 

! WAS very pleased to see the 
photograph of HMS Grafton 
(April issue), which made me won¬ 
der if there are any old shipmates 
out there who sewed in the old 
wartime Grafton. 

It was 47 years ago last month 
when we were torpedoed aft while 
on an errand of mercy to save our 
Army at Dunkirk, We had stopped 
to pick up survivors from HMS 
Wakeful and we were a sitting 
duck. 

But somehow' the old ship 
stayed afloat all night. Next morn¬ 
ing I was in the bows of our whaler 
wielding a Carley float paddle and 
singing “Roll out the Barrel' as we 
made our w'ay to our rescue ship - 
a merchant ship, I think, i never 
got her name. 

Eventually we arrived by Naval 
bus at Chatham and outside the 
gate was a tethered goat which was 
bleating as we passed. This affect¬ 
ed me greatly as it sounded like 
the forlorn cries that had come 
across the dark waters of the 
Channel as men struggled to stay 
afloat. - J.RManghan, Torpoint, 

LETTERS to the Editor 
should always be accom¬ 
panied by the correspon¬ 
dent’s name and address, 
not necessarily for publi¬ 
cation. 


JJ 


HERE In the Antipodes 
we look forward to and 
avidly read every copy of 
Navy News from cover to 
cover A truly marvellous 
publication which t 
guess will go on as long 
as there is a Royal Navy. 

I served in the RN from 
early 1942 until 1956 in a 
plethora of ships and 
locations. For some time 
now most Issues of Navy 
News have been running 
an advertisement of a 
new publication entitled 
HMS Eagle 1942-78 - 
said to be the Navy's 
biggest post-war war¬ 
ship from the date that 
the Admiralty ordered 
her in early 1942 until her 
demise in 1978. 

But the previous HMS 
Eagle was sunk on 11 
August 1942. Surely the 
Admiralty would hardly 
have ordered the new 
ship to be built in early 
1942 before the sinking? 

M.CIapham, 
Rlchmond/Nelson, New 
Zealand. 

Well actually yes - the 
ship, seen here on her way 
to Greenock to join units 
taking part in the Nato 
exercise Operation 
Mainbrace in September 
1952 t was built at Belfast 
between 1942 and 1951 , 
having been ordered on 19 
May ; 1942 as part of a pro¬ 
gramme of four carriers to 
follow the Implacables . 
Two of these were can¬ 
celled outright at the end of 
the war but Audacious and 
Irresistible survived to be 
eventually completed as 
Eagle and Ark Royal - r " 
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Letters 



BERWICK'S ROYAL RENDEZVOUS - 


IN THE 1939 Royal Tour to Canada and the USA King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth did not cross the 
Atlantic in HMS Berwick (April issue). 

They went westbound in Canadian Pacific's Empress of 
Australia (sailed Portsmouth, May 6) and east bound in 
Empress of Britain (sailed Conception Bay, Newfoundland, 
June 17). 

The Naval escort under Vice Admiral Sir Dudley North con¬ 


sisted of Berwick with HMS Glasgow and Southampton. 
Although chartered to HMG for the crossings, King George 
ordered that both Empresses should fly the Red Ensign 
instead of the more usual White Ensign. - A.M.B.Bell, Helston. 

The Royal couple did visit HMS Berwick when the cruiser joined 
them off St Johns , Newfoundland in June , 1939, though - as fe 
photograph from T. Stead of Southsea shows. - Ed, 


Dicky and 
Daring 

i SEE from I he Hon# Kong 
Standard that it + s the end of the 
road for the rickshaw there, too - 
there arc only nine left on license 
and their pullers are all over 71), 
mostly too frail to do anything but 
pose for photographs, 

I served in the China Submarine 
Flotilla, JIMS Phoenix 1934-37, 
when there were over 3,OIK) of 
them and many used to queue for 
custom outside the China Fleet 
Club, - G. Pickup, Cosham, 
i lants. 

Rickshaws first appeareed in 
Hong Kong in 1894 - said to 
have been introduced from 
Japan by an American Baptist 
missionary Jonathan Goble 
whose wife wished to improve 
the lot of sedan chair coolies. 
Numbers peaked at 8 r 000 imme- 
diately after World War II when 
there was a lack of fuel, private 
vehicle s arrd spare pads, - Ed 

THE PHOTOGRAPH of Hong 
Kong Harbour in the 193Ds cer¬ 
tainly brought back memories to 
me. 

I was drafted to HMS Delight, 
my first ship, in 1934. The 'D' class 
were brand new destroyers fitted 
with the new anti-submarine 
device, asdic. In early autumn 
1934 they sailed to the Far East to 
relieve the old V and Ws at 
Singapore, whence we sailed for 
Hong Kong, arriving about the 
second week of January. 

Mountbatten was the CO of 
HMS Daring, then - his first coni’ 
mand - F.W.Costellow, 
Weymouth. 

Whale tow 
in Trinco 

THE SAD story of the whale in 
the Firth of Forth reminded me 
that 1 saw one being towed back¬ 
wards out of the anchorage at 
Tr in com a lee. 

I saw this from the deck of 1 IMS 
Ausonia sometime between June 
1945 and February 1946, ~ Bill 

Both well, Edinburgh, 


Mutiny tale 

is ‘grossly 
distorted’ 



HAVING Tead the recent articles in the press and seen the BBC2TV programme "Call of 
the Sea\ with reference to the "mutiny 7 in HMS Rosario, I emphatically question Mr Alan 
Lawton's ac count of what he said transpired. 

I am the author of a history 
of the class of minesweepers 
(the Algerines) which includ¬ 
ed Rosario and was a wartime 
HO(AB) serving in Spanker 
in the same 19th 


Bui the portrayal given by Mr 
Lawton is grossly distorted - and 
all it will 


Minesweeping Flotilla. 

Mr Lawton claims that the inci¬ 
dent occurred in May 1944 when 
Rosario was sweeping in the 
Adriatic, But in May 1944 Rosario 
and the rest of the 19th were 
either at Malta or working off the 
west coast or Italy - Naples, Anzio 
etc, 

Rosario and the 19th did not 
enter the Adriatic until October 
1944 at the earliest. 

I made enquiries of five other 
members of the crew of Rosario, 
including one officer who served 
at the same time as Mr Lawton 
and not one could recollect such 
an incident taking place. 

It is undoubtedly true that 
there were mutinies which have 
not been publicised and always 
there were lurid tales of men tak- 
ing some form of action against 
officers and senior rates. 


worst of alf it will be offensive to 
the thousands of naval I JOs who 
are still proud to have served in 
the Royal Navy, - J.F.Williams, 
Blackpool, author The Algerines' 


Write to Nead-an-Eoin 
Publishing* Plockfon, Ross-shire 
1V52 8TU. -P.Dalzel-Job. 

ian Fleming was personal assis¬ 
tant to the Director of Navai 
Intelligence during World War II. - 


Alongside permit 

IN RESPONSE to the letters about parking problems, 1 would 
tike to make a suggestion, especially as I've just lost' my 
parking permit due to reduced allocation. 

The suggestion is this. When each ship leaves the wail for 
more than, say, eight weeks the onboard 'car permit officer’ 
should collect rn all permits at the time of sailing (stand fast 
those whose cars are in the long term parking slots) and 
either send them back or send a signal of serial numbers to 
NBC. 

This way it will release permits to those who are in need, 
ie when you come back to base, and offset the 'factor of four 
permits in ciculation over available spaces/ 

There can be very few of us who really need a permit when 
at sea and those who have spouses who still need them can 
apply in their own right. 

I would cwertainly be a happier local native rf I knew that I 
was guaranteed a permit for the five months alongside after 
being at sea for seven months. - CPOMEA(L) J K Muir HMS 
Endurance, 


Fleming’s 
first in 


l READ the letter from G.Rcid 
(March issue) with the greatest 
interest. 

1 remember Mr Reid as a very 
loyal and efficient member of my 
team of Ian Fleming's 4 301h 
Assault Unit*. 

Bremen was by no means the 
only place we entered in search of 
intelligence ahead of all Allied 
troops. 

Tnat, and other somewhat 
re m a rk ab I e a d ve n t u res, a re 
described in 'From Arctic Snow to 
Dust of Normandy/ offered at £12 
post free to Navy News readers. 


REGARDING the letter In ApriTs 
issue about the royal party 
from HMS Vanguard visiting 
HMS Triumph on their way back 
from South Africa, I enclose a 
photo of the occasion, 50 years 
ago last month. I was in the 
Royal Marines guard of honour. 
- H. Dudley, Nottingham. 


■ AND ANOTHER 
FOR TRIUMPH 




(Si!)! 


THE 

ROYAL NAVAL 

ASSOCIATION 

Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Unity, Loyalty, Patriotism, Comradeship 

Reg. Char. 266982 

The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that “welfare is not 
only money". It offers a broad range of support to people with a 
Royal Naval connection. We are ‘all of one company’ in helping 
the disabled, looking after the needy, cheering up the distressed, 
maintaining naval traditions, supporting naval cadets, enjoying 
social activities and re-uniting shipmates. The 500 branches in 
the UK and abroad offer an instant ‘network 1 of local knowledge 
and opportunities to shipmates going to live in a new place or 
starting a new career. 

The association is for all serving and former officers, men and 
women of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS and QARNNS 
and their reserves. 

For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below. 


NAME:. 

ADDRESS: 


.Postcode. 

SEND TO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY, ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
82, CHELSEA MANOR STREET, LONDON. SW3 5QJ 
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Get Wise on DCIs 



■: ■ 


■&P r\ 


Car parking 
problems 

VISITORS to the Fleet’s North- 
wood 110 in Middlesex are being 
urged to get there by public trans¬ 
port ns building work will cut 
parking facilities. The work, on 
JIMS Warrior's new combined 
catering facility and senior rates’ 
single living accommodation, will 
start in mid-June and continue 
until November next year, 

DCI GEN 115/97 

Windsurfing 
at Portland 

WINDSURFING courses are 
being held this year at RNAS 
Portland. Six weekend courses - 
one each month except August - 
are being run until October by 
HMS Osprey and HMS Heron 
Windsurfing Club and will cover 
all levels. 

The courses are open to all 
Service people. Ministry of 
Defence civilians, and their 
dependants. DCI JS 34/97 


BEST OF OMs 
TO GET THE 
FAST-STREAM 
TREATMENT 




YESTERDAY TODAY TOMORROW 

OUR SURVIVAL DEPENDS ON OUR SEAFARERS 
The Year of the Seafarer is the theme chosen by 
King George’s Fund for Sailors (KGFS) for its 
80th Anniversary Appeal. It is a timely 
reminder of how much we depend on the men 
and women who serve in the Royal Navy, the 
Merchant Navy and the Fishing Fleets provid¬ 
ing our defences, our daily food, our goods and 
our leisure. 

KGFS is the central fund for all nautical charities 
who help seafarers and their dependants when 
they hit their own rough seas. The 1996 grants 
totalled £2,736,736. 

PLEASE HELP US TO SUPPORT OUR SEAFARERS 
SEND YOUR DONATION OR ASK FOR MORE DETAILS 


KING 

_GEORGE’S 

FGNDforSAILORS 


Registered Charity Su. 226446 


to the Director General, KGFS. 

8 Hatherley Street. London SW1P 2YY Tel 0171-932 GOOD. 

I would like to learn more about the work of KGFS Q 

I enclose my gift of £.towards the work of the Fund 

NAME...... 

ADDRESS.. . 


A 'FAST STREAM’ tor advancement of selected 
Operator Mechanics has been introduced to help to 
alleviate gapping in the Warfare Branch. 

Ratings who are selected for 
a separate accelerated stream 
from main-entry OMs could 
become leading hands (LOMs) 
in three years as opposed to 
about five years. 

Those eligible for consideration 
for the Specially Selected DM 
(SSGM) scheme are those who 
have joined the Service since April 
6 this year, those undergoing Parts 
MU training and, exceptionally, 
those who were joining or in their 
first sea draft on April 7, 

Equality 
input is 
added to 
plans on 
policy 

DEVELOPMENT of new 
policy plans on terms and con¬ 
ditions in the Armed Services 
will at every stage take account 
of equal treatment for Service 
personnel. 

The Ministry of Defence has 
issued guidance on appraising the 
potential impact of decisions on 
the policy of non-discrimination 
on grounds of sex, race or creed, 

the guidance is intended main¬ 
ly for personnel responsible for 
formulating or changing policy 
and lakes into account recent 
changes in the law, international 
obligations and the changes in 
society that have often driven legal 
developments. 

Justification 

At ever) 1 stage in the life of a 
policy or programme the actual 
impact on different groups in the 
Armed Forces will be subject to 
appraisal, and amendments made 
where necessary. 

When proposals are put before 
Ministers, they should be told of 
any differential effects. Ultimately 
it will be for Ministers to decide 
whether action which may have a 
discriminatory effect should go 
ahead on the grounds that it can 
be justified. 

Where policies are introduced 
without reference to Ministers, 

Commands will have to ensure 
that they have established that any 
discrimination can he justified. 

Sufficiently extreme religious or 
political opinion could be grounds 
for discrimination. DCI JS 25/97 

Resettled! 

THE TASK of education and 
resettlement in the Royal Navy 
has been transferred from Flag 
Officer Training and Recruitment 
to Director General Personnel 
Strategy and Plans. doesn't 

DCJ GEN 99/97 ashore!' 


No targets or limits on the num¬ 
ber of SSOMs will be set, but it is 
expected that about ten to 15 per 
cent of OMs will be eligible. Each 
rating will be selected on the basis 
of their exceptional potential. 

Those with above average ability 
will be identified by divisional offi¬ 
cers during initial training and 
must demonstrate the maturity 
and leadership potential to war¬ 
rant early advancement to leading 
hand. 

If still recommended, SSOMs 
will be given priority drafting to an 
operational ship on completion of 
Part III training. They must com¬ 
plete Task Rook I within six 
months and will then he given pri¬ 
ority drafting to OM1 course* 

With another priority drafting to 
an operational ship they will com¬ 
plete their Task Book 2 within 15 
months and gain recommendation 
to take the exam for leading hand. 

A fast-stream OM may be 
removed from the scheme at any 
time by their Commanding Officer 
if they are not making progress. 
They will be given one month's 
warning to allow significant 
improvement to be made. 

DCI RN 48/97 

Prizewinner 

THE IKK) Journal Prize of C-in-C 
Fleet - for the best journal article 
submitted to the Young Officers 
Fleet Board in 1995-96 - has gone 
to Lt Paul Schreier, now serving in 
HMS Arum Runner-up (£20) was 
Lt Susan Mary Fitzsimmons, 

DCI RN 39/97 


n mignt oe adventurous activity, oud, 
recruits ? 1 




to 


Recruiters 
lift sports 
sponsorship 

SPONSORSHIP of sports events and adventurous 
activities is being increased by the Navy's recruiting 
organisation. 


Purpose of the move by 
Director Naval Recruiting 
(DNRJ is to enhance promo¬ 
tion of the RN and RM as a 
career to as many suitable 
young men and women as 
possible. 

In the past DNR has 
received many bids for 
sponsorship for a wide 
range of activities. While 
some were supported 
because they had obvious 
recruiting potential, the 
majority were not. Now the 
recruiters have formalised 
arrangements for sponsor¬ 
ship in the future. 

Support of individuals or 
events must meet at least 
one of three conditions: 

■ The activity involves 
significant numbers of 
potential recruits - for 
instance, county or regional 
inter-schools activity. 

■ The event will promote 
^ direct contact between DNR 


and young people, schools, 
colleges or youth organisa¬ 
tions - or those in a position 
to influence youth. 

■ The activity has the 
potential to enhance the 
Navy’s profile to sow seeds 
for future recruitment 

All applications for spon¬ 
sorship must be made 
through the Director Naval 
Physical Training and Sport. 
Successful applicants must 
submint a report to DNR 
after the event, and be pre¬ 
pared to help in any market¬ 
ing support for it. 

Applications should be 
submitted in writing to: 
Assistant Director of Naval 
Recruiting (Marketing), 
Room 130, Victory Building, 
HM Naval Base Portsmouth, 
They will be considered at 
meetings within DNR in May 
and November each year. 

DCI RN 40/97 


HEALTH & SAFETY 
TRAINING FOR ALL 



mention risks 


ALL EMPLOYEES of the 
Ministry of Defence must 
undergo health and safety 
training in accordance with a 
new strategy endorsed by the 
General Health and Safety 
Policy Committee, 

The training is required of 
Service and civilian personnel 
regardless of rank, role or grade. 
All must have knowledge of 
MOD’s safety policy, what is 
expected of them, the organisa¬ 
tional structure and systems for the 
management of health and safety, 
the risks to which they arc exposed 
and the controls for their protec¬ 
tion. 

All training provided by MOD. 
in any medium, relating to the 
management of staff or leadership 
skills, will contain information on 
health and safety. 

Workers under the age of 18 are 
seen as being at particular risk 
because of their inexperience and 
possible lack of awareness of risks. 
New requirements were intro¬ 
duced in March bv The Health and 


Safety (Young Persons) Regula¬ 
tions 1997, Under them, employers 
must assess risks to employees 
under 18 before they start work, 
take account of their inexperience, 
and must not employ them on work 
which creates significant risks. 

Young people whether Service 
or civilian, must not he employed 
on work which is beyond their 
physical or psychological capacity, 
involves harmful exposure to 
chemical agents or radiation, 
involves the risk of accidents, or 
involves the risk to health from 
extreme cold, noise or vibration. 

The prohibitions do not apply in 
the case of supervised training in 
which any risk is reduced to Ihe 
lowest practicable level, 

DCI GEN 111 & 94/97 


This regular feature gives 
general information about 
new Defence Council 
Instructions affecting con¬ 
ditions of service. If they 
apply to you, study the full, 
original text. 
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Resource 

back from 
Croatia 

RFA RESOURCE is back in Plymouth after five years 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

The ship supported British forces by acting as a floating 
warehouse in Croatia and was one of the longest serving 
units in the region. 

The 23,000-ton ship sailed into Marchwood near Southampton 
last month to land a cargo brought home from Croatia before 

The ship has reached the 
end of her operational life and 
will remain in Plymouth until a 
suitable buyer can be found. 

Her five-year stint in the for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia was unbroken, 
except for a return for refit in 
1994. 


heading for Devonport 

Rum ration 
makes a 
comeback 



THE RUM station in HMS 
Warrior has been recom¬ 
missioned by the First 
Sea Lord, Admiral Sir 
Jock Slater, 

After the ceremony, 
Admiral Slater presented 
certificates of entitlement 
to drink rum to the officers 
of the 1964-66 HMS 
Euryalus Association who 
were holding their reunion 
dinner on the Warrior, 


Supplies 

She was manned by both 
civilians and Servicemen on 
four to six-month tours of duty 
and forged strong links with 
the Croatian community. 

The ship’s company were 
closely involved with local 
charities and four men met 
their future wives in Split, 

During her career, Resource 
took part in Naval operations at 
Aden, Cyprus, Rhodesia, won 
battle honours in the Falklands 


War and ferried ammunition to 
Dessert Rats in the Gulf. 

The job of supporting the 
5*000 British Servicemen in the 
former Yugoslavia has been 
taken over by Fort Grange. 

The Navy hopes to sell 
Resource as a going concern 
but a buyer must come forward 
by June 27. 

J One hundred ex-crewman 
held a farewell reunion on RFA 
Resource last month exactly 
thirty years after the day she 
entered service. 


Maritime volunteers are 
on course for success 


MEMBERS of the Maritime Volunteer Service 
from all over the country held lheir second 
national general meeting on the Portsmouth- 
based ferry Pride of Bilbao, 

Led by their Chairman, Captain Ashe Lincoln QC 
RNR t the volunteers held a reception on board as the 
vessel sailed for Cherbourg. 

They heard how the Service has made real progress 
since their first meeting with major advances in train¬ 
ing and closer ties with organisations such as the Sea 
Cadet Corps, the Nautical Training Corps, the 
Marine Society and the Coastguard. 

The first training vessel to be wholly owned by the 
MVS is now fully operational on the River Thames 
and will be deployed to the South Coast in the 


Summer. Maritime Volunteer Service members at the 
meeting also heard that fund raising efforts to help 
pay for an offshore training vessel, such as a convert¬ 
ed trawler or oil rig support vessel, were going well. 

Seamanship training 

The Maritime Volunteer Service offers training in 
seamanship, marine engineering and shore support 
operations to NVQ standards. 

Membership is open from all ages from IS to 60. 
Anyone who wants further information, details of 
membership options or would like to make a dona¬ 
tion should contact Haydn Chappell at 8 Kings Road, 
Alton. Hampshire GU34 IPZ. telephone 01420 
88733. 


Scot looks spruce 


HMS GLASGOW S multi- 
million pound refit at 
Devonport Dockyard is 
continuing apace. 

Since she started her refit 
las! September she has had 
a number of significant 
updates to both her weapons 
and machine systems as well 
as a thorough overhaul of 
her structure. 

A new mainmast has been 
built and a number of hull 
repairs have been made to 
ensure that she will be ready 
to undock at the end of the 
summer. 

Sea trials 

The ships systems will 
then be set to work and after 
sea trials in 1998 the ship 
will eventually go on to be 
based in Portsmouth. 

Recent work on the 
Glasgow have afforded the 
rare sight of a Type 42 with¬ 
out a gun, Sea Dart launcher, 
909 radar and aerials, 

• Right: HMS Glasgow's 
Sea Dari launcher is 
removed during her exfen- 
s/Ve refit at Devonport, in the 
newly renamed Destroyer 
Refit Complex . 1 





• RFA Resource enters Plymouth for the last time as an operational ship. She faces an uncertain 
future as the deadline for potential buyers to come forward is June 27. Picture. Chris Hockey 


Middleton team wins 
Rolls-Royce trophy 

THE MECHANICAL Engineering Department in HMS 
Middleton have won a coveted award for the their exem¬ 
plary maintenance record with diesef generators. 

The Rolls-Royce FD12 Module Trophy was presented by 
Commodore MrP Christopher Ellison to CCMEA Pete Woods r 
POMEM(M) Mick Ackrigg , MEM(M) Dusty Hare and MEM(M) Topsy 
Turner who accepted it on behalf of the ship . 

• Right: CCMEA Pete Woods of HMS Middleton. 

...Urgent Message 
_ for aJ NAVY Staff... 

...This is Project Telecom calling... 

...We supply mobile communications to HER MAJESTY'S 
FORCES throughout the world and we're delighted to 
be able to tell you about an EXCLUSIVE OFFER 
for ROYAL NAVY PERSONNEL. 

Quite simply, you or any of your family or any of your 
friends could have a FREE MOBILE PHONE, with FREE 
CONNECTION to the Vodafone digital network, FREE 
itemised billing, FREE leather case and FREE delivery. 

The mobile phone itself is either a Dancall or a Nokia 1611 
and the charges per month would be either £14.89 plus VAT 
(Personal World 15) including 15 minutes talk time or £21.28 
plus VAT (Personal World 50) including 50 MINUTES TALK TIME. 

We can also offer optional insurance at just £4.95 plus VAT per 
month. This covers full replacement if your phone is lost, 
stolen or accidentally damaged. 

(Value of phone and cover £280.00) 

If you re interested in finding out more please give me a ring back 
My name's Jane Warner and my number s 01636 73717 
Alternatively, you could fax the coupon back to me on 01636 640 590 




Project 


Telecom 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


PRIVATE TEL PRIVATE FAX 

DAYTIME TEL 


Subject to Status 
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Options 



Helping Hands 







brave lighter 


A SPECIAL tribute to a 
brave youngster has 
been paid by staff in 
HMS Nelson. 

Matthew Yaxley, son of Chef 
Dave Yaxeiy, fought a two-year 
battle against serious illness 
before the struggle proved too 
much lor him. 

But his story won the hearts of 
many of Dave’s colleagues and 
they have spent the last year raising 
money for the charity which helped 
his family through their most trau¬ 
matic time. 

The Wessex Children s Heart 
Circle put Dave and his wife Sarah 
in touch with parents in similar sit¬ 
uations, helped with travel costs 
and gave Dave a bleeper so he 
could be contacted on duty when¬ 
ever he was away from the tele¬ 
phone. 

Dave and his friends in the 
catering department wanted to 
repay the charity and the staff of 
Southampton General Hospital's 
E1 ward where Matthew was 
looked after. 

They approached HMS 
Nelson's LAF Fund who started 
them off with a few hundred 
pounds and suggested that the 
appeal be adopted as the base's 
chosen charity and over the next 
year more and more people in 
HMS Nelson became involved. 

Concerts held by the Royal 
Marines Bands, collections by PT 
staff during the boxing champi- 


• Chef Dave Yaxley , who r s 
young son Matthew put up a 
brave fight against serious 
iiiness 

unships* and Nelson's summer fete 
helped to boost the appeal. 

And a Christmas raffle with 

K rizes donated by Portsmouth and 
liddiesbrough football clubs* 
Major International Foods, Gary' 
Rhodes and others brought helped 
bring the final figure to £3,000. 

Pain relief 

After taking the advice of staff 
at Southampton General Hospital 
and at the Wessex Heart Circle* 
w r hich is entirely run by voluntary 
help and donations, it was decided 
that the money would best be 
spent on a patient-controlled anal¬ 
gesia pump. 


The equipment gives children 
control over the amount of pain¬ 
killer they receive after surgery, 
making them more comfortable 
and generally speeding up their 
recovery. 

Dave, who has now been drafted 
to HMS Middleton, visited the 
hospital with his wife Sarah, 
daughter Natasha and HMS 
Nelson’s Executive Officer, Cdr 
John Wills, to present the money 
to Paediatric Cardiology Nurse 
Specialist Fiona Kennedy. 


• Captain Stephen Mayer, Commanding Officer of HMS Illustrious, raised £190 for ship’s chanties 
by jumping from the ship fully clothed during a hands to bathe' off Putau Tioman near the east 
coast of Malaysia. Iftustrious is the flagship of the Ocean Wave '97 7 deployment to the Far East. 


Sailors take 
a short cut 

LT CDR Paul Taylor swopped 
his red beard for a red nose in 
a sponsored shave that raised 
£800 for Comic Relief. 

After 21 years with a beard* the 
significance of his sacrifice was 
well rewarded by colleagues at 
HO AFNW near High Wycombe. 

And at Clyde Naval Base, POs 
fan McFarlane and Steve Hutton 
whisked off their whiskers to raise 
£400 for the Anthony Nolan Bone 
Marrow r Trust, 

Supporters cheered as barber 
Paul Smith, from Shandon. gave 
the hairy pair a close shave in the 
Senior Rates Mess. 

Credit due to 
HMS Sultan 

THE TWO sailors who 
opened an old mine collection 
box for the Shipwrecked 
Mariners Society (Navy 
News P1J May 1997) were in 
fact from HMS Sultan. 

Apologies to AB Colin Roberts 
and LS Stephen Maclennan. 

Small change 
makes a big 
difference 

A FEW JARS in the former 
Petty Officer's Mess bar at 
HMS Nelson gave charity 
workers in the South some¬ 
thing to celebrate. 

Patrons collected more than 
£930 in small change in the chari¬ 
ty jars for ‘Look Solent', a support 
group for families of visually 
impaired children. 

Benefactors 

The money was raised over 18 
months before the amalgamation 
of the PO s mess into the Warrant 
Officers, Senior Ratings and 
SNCO’s mess. 

‘Look Solent' staff Linda 
Henke and Christine Moore and 
guide dog Whisper’ visited HMS 
Nelson to meet some of their 
benefactors and were presented 
with a cheque by the Mess 
President POM EM Trev Hulston. 


Smiles make Starling’s 
500-mile trip worthwhile 


# Men from HMS Starling with some of the toys that they can 
ried over 500 miles to an orphanage in San Fernando 


HMS STARLING carried a 
very valuable cargo on her 
recent trip to the 
Philippines. 

Starling was escorting ves¬ 
sels of the Royal HK Yacht 
Club on a race to San 
Fernando, but it was the patrol 
craft's arrival that was most 
eagerly awaited on the island. 

She was carrying toys, 
books and medical supplies 
from the HK Garrison to San 
Fernando’s orphanage. 

Starling’s Lt Paddy Dowsett 
said: “The smiles on the kids 
faces when we gave them the 
toys made the 500-mile trip 
worthwhile. 

“The orphanage was very 
crowded and facilities were 
basic. It was a humbling and 
rewarding experience.” 


York concert 
raises more 
than £3,000 

A CHARITY concert in the 
spectacular venue of York 
Minster was the highlight of 
HMS York’s visit to the city. 

Ticket sales from the event * 
supported by the hand of Flag 
Officer Scotland and Northern 
Island, totalled over £3,000. 

And the proceeds will be 
shared between KGFS, York 
Minster, the Lord Mayor's charity 
and HMS York’s adopted charity 
-Galtres School for children with 
special needs. 

Over the past two years, HMS 
York has helped to raise more 
than £7,000 for the school and 
members of the ship’s company 
did not miss the opportunity to 
drop in with members of the 
Royal Marines Band. 

The children showed off their 
work to the sailors and were 
delighted with the chance to join 
in with the band. 

Sporting fixtures during the 
visit included a match against 
York City FC who's strip has been 
adopted as the ship s official 
sports kit. 

The visit ended with Lord 
Mayor's Divisions outside 
Mansion House when the ship's 
freedom scroll was re-read in 
front of a large crowd. 


^Winning designs^ 

THE ROYAL Naval Benevolent Trust has chosen a 
new logo to celebrate its 75th anniversary* 

A cheerful, waving sailor drawn by Lee-on-Solent teenag¬ 
er Melanie Easthope was chosen as the winning entry in a 
competition supported by Portsmouth design company 
Stiekywicket. 

Prize money 

They firm's Director, Mr Richard Reilly-Davidson (below) 
presented a £100 prize to Melanie when she and her family 
visited the charity’s headquarters in Stamshaw, Portsmouth. 

Judges of the competition were so impressed with the 
standard of entries in the competition that they were able to 
choose a number of other designs which could represent 
the RNBT from 1998 onwards. 


WELCOME 

ASHORE! 

The Royal Alfred was established in 1865 to 
alleviate distress among seafarers, both serving and 
retired, and their widows. 

Today, the Society provides full nursing care, as 
well as residential and sheltered accommodation, at 
establishments in rural Surrey and in Eastbourne. 
Convalescent and respite care is also available. 

For further information, including the availablity of 
accommodation, please contact the Genera! 
Secretary. 


Royal Alfred 

SEAFARERS’ SOCIETY s,. /** 

Weston Acres, Woodmansterne Lone, Banstead, Surrey SM7 3HB. 

Tef; 01737 352231. Reg. Charity 209776, 

We rely heavily upon donations and legacies to 
achieve our charitable objects. Please help us 
now with your gift , and remember the Society 
in your Will . 


In brief 
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Nelson pays 







































level demonstration after Brunei exercise success 


Fearless show 
for the Sultan 
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Wreck of 



submarine 
'in peril' 

FEAR'S that the wreck of a 
Victorian submarine off the 
North Wales coast may be 
destroyed by modern fishing 
methods has renewed consid¬ 
eration of a salvage operation. 
The vessel Resurgam. which has 
lain 18m deep in Liverpool Bay 
since it sank almost 117 years ago, 
was the world's first engine-pow¬ 
ered submarine. 

Now there Eire fears that the 
modern fishing tenchniques of 
large, foreign, beam trawlers will 
irreparably damage the relic. 

On June I the Government- 
backed Archaeological Diving 
Unit at St Andrew's University. 
Scotland* will begin a two-week 
survey of the Resurgam* regarded 
bv experts as a unique link in the 
development of the submarine. 

Preservation 

Director of the unit, Martin 
Dean, told Navy AVu.v that the 
submarine could he lifted for up lo 
£2(10,0011, bin that the RN 
Suhmari ne Museurns expertonce 
with the Royal Navy's first subma¬ 
rine, Holland I, had shown that to 
keep it on display out of water 
would cost at least three times as 
much in preservation costs. 

'That sort of conserv at ion is not 
an option,'* he said. ‘'However, it 
could be preserved in solution in a 
transparent structure so that peo¬ 
ple could view it." 

The 40ft long steam-powered 
vessel was designed by the Rev. 
George Garrett, hut three months 
after its launch in 1879 it 
foundered while being towed to 
Portsmouth for trials. It’s location 
was first discovered in the 1080s by 
a Royal Navy warship using sonar. 


F RESH FROM the success of Exercise Setia Kawan II - described by one of 
Britain’s top Royal Marines as the best he had ever undertaken - the Royal 
Navy’s Amphibious Task Group put on a demonstration of its skill and ver¬ 
satility for the Sultan of Brunei. 



* A mexi-float embarks personnel and provisions from the stern 
gate of RFA Sir Galahad for Exercise Setia Kawan . 


Also present was the 
Commander of the UK Task 
Group, Rear Admiral Alan 
West. He and the Sultan 
watched a combined land¬ 
ing by Bruneian and UK 
troops, put ashore from 
Fearless and the landing 
ships RFAs Sir Galahad, Sir 
Geraint and Sir Percivale. 

Fearless had been the com¬ 
mand ship for Setia Kawan, 
reported in last month's edi¬ 
tion of Navy News. It was the 
largest amphibious exercise of 
the Ocean Wave deployment 
and took place off the coast 
and in the jungles of Brunei. 

2,000 Marines 

‘The best exercise I have 
ever undertaken A was how it 
was described by the Comm¬ 
anding Officer of 3 Cdo 
Brigade, Brig, Tony Milton. He 
led 2,000 Royal Marines whose 
assault landings were con¬ 
trolled from Fearless by 
Commodore Amphibious War¬ 
fare, Commodore Paul Stone. 

Also taking part were the 
RFA landing ships, the aircraft 
carrier HMS Illustrious and 
Type 42 destroyer HMS 
Gloucester as well as heli¬ 
copters of three Naval Air 
Squadrons. 

After her mid-deployment 
stand-off in Singapore, Fear¬ 
less was conducting more 
exercises in the region, the 
first being with Malaysians. 


2,000 in Royal Tournament 


THIS YEAR S Royal Tournament at Earls 
Court will have a cast at over 2,000 - 
including the most popular event, the 
Royal Navy Field Gun Competition. 

The Field Gun Run was first introduced into 
the Tournament programme exactly 90 years 
ago, the idea coming from the hauling of Naval 
field guns overland in South Africa to raise the 
Boer siege of Ladysmith in 1899. 

Staged from July 15-27, this year's show will 
include an extra matinee on the last day. It will 


be led by the Army who will put on a fiery cele¬ 
bration of artillery and a display of the power of 
today's forces. 

Tradition will be served by, among others, 
massed bands, the Household Cavalry and the 
King's Troop of the Royal Horse Artillery. 
Special guests will be 60 Maori warriors and 
dancers from the New Zealand army. 

Tickets are priced at £5-£25. They are avail¬ 
able from the box office on 0171 244 0244. 
There are discounts for children, senior citi¬ 
zens and groups of 20 or more. 



HELP US TO 
KEEP YOUR 
OPPO 
AFLOAT 


The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, 
Royal Marines and their dependants. 

Over the past 75 years the RNBT has given tens of millions of 
pounds to help Nava) people and their families in need. 

We need support to continue this work and are extremely grateful 
for all contributions, both small and large. 

Please help us by sending a donation to the address below. 

For more information or advice call; 01705 660296 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 
311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth P02 8PE 



THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS 
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■ 

UPlearlp Qfbuperior 


©nr special range of fine glassware is an ether 


exclusive ejfer te readers ef &Cavp cH*ews .. 


814 flight operate from Holland’s Zuiderkruis 


r Che Ordeal 

(Retirement • ISremetien * Anniversary 

Whatever the occasion put a little sparkle 
tit their life with it piece ofaitr exquisite crystal. 

Each item comes to you beautifully packed i/t 
a maroon, satin-lined presentation haw 

mmm 

All tastefully engraved with the Royal Navy Crown 
* for a true nautical feel. 

Simply fill in the order form below and return together 
with payment by cheque!postal order or credit card to 
receive your very own crystalware , 

ORDER FORM 


% A Sea King of 814 Squadrons B Flight is pho¬ 
tographed from HMS Boxer as the aircraft lands on 
Zuiderkruis s flight deck during Exercise Westtant 97. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Siinger Wood 


Name: 

Address: 


Pus t code ;.Tel 


0 ('httmS \ i. Ol^ JlH.III Mn|i kr(H'inllWFtl vhitli ill.' pi'rmijssiuii nl lln 1 * unlM 

DESCRIPTION QT\ i \l l PRICE 

1 Lead Crvstul Mini Soverei«in Deeinner £59.95 


m u em t 


Lead ('‘rwul EA>n Decanter 


tiny .45 


Lead Crwial ()\ a l Dee a liter 


iuim 


Lead Crystal Chateau Whiskey ijiairi 


£45.95 


Clear Crystal Claudia Goblet 


£14.hd 


Clear Crystal Claudia Brandy [pain 


0(1.44 


Clear Crystal I pi. Star Tankard 


£2K.6I) 


Clear Crystal l/2pt Torro Tankard 


£26.36 


Lead Crystal Sliced Paperweight 


£26.55 
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■ From front page 

including enlargement, and to 
include Russia in a wider security 
framework. 4 ' 

As Ntny News went to press no 
detailed information about the 
review was available, although il 
was thought that the exercise may 
involve such people as academics 
as well as senior Service figures. 

Opening the debate on the 
Queen's Speech in the Mouse of 
Lords. Lord Richards pledged 
that the Government was deter¬ 
mined that the Forces would 
remain strong and that they would 
be given “solid political support, 
leadership and direction.” 

“Our country’s security needs 
and foreign policy objectives must 
be fully reflected in the roles, mis¬ 
sions and tasks of our Armed 
Forces," he said. 

With the signing of the new 
NATO agreement with Russia, 
due on May 27, the enlargement 
of NATO and better co-operation 
with countries outside the 
Alliance would increase Fu rope an 
security. 

Uncertainty’ 

Critics of the proposed review 
include former Defence Comm¬ 
ittee member and Opposition MP 
Robert Key, “If the defence pro¬ 
gramme is to he capabijitv-led. 
that implies that some of the tradi¬ 
tional roles of the British military 
may he up lor grabs," he said in 
the Commons. 

It is causing uneeriunity to the 
defence chiefs, the uniformed 
Services, the enormous research 
organisations with their thousands 
oi cmplovees, and (lie civilian 
workforce on whom the uni¬ 
formed military depend,” 

] le smJ he had yet to be con¬ 
vinced that a defence review was 
not another term for defence cuts. 

H As we went to press it was not 
dear how announcement of the 
review would affect projects in the 
throes of market testing. There 
had been no decision before the 
General Meet ion on the preferred 
bidder to run one of the biggest of 
those projects involving the f leet 
Repair and Maintenance Organ¬ 
isation at Portsmouth. 

Bids for the FMRO, which 
employs 1,00(1 people, are valid 
onh until the end of June. 


Montrose visit goes royally 


WHEN HMS Montrose paid a five- 
day visit to Dundee and Montrose, 
it turned out to be a double treat for 
the Riding for the Disabled 
Association, 

Not only was the charity's affiliated 
ship at hand, but so was the 
Association’s President, the Princess 
Royal, 

Princess Anne, wife of Montrose's 
Commanding Officer, Capt Tim 
Laurence, was there to open the RDA’s 
new facility for the Angus area. Earlier 
the ship had presented the Association 
with £450, the result of a sponsored 


relay row organised by POWEA Paul 
Armstrong. 

The 45-strong relay team, using the 
ship's rowing machines, completed 
786km in just over 60 hours. 

Volunteers 

The next day, officers from the ship 
acted as RDA helpers, and later a group 
of helpers and riders were welcomed on 
board for a tour of the Type 23 frigate, 

Dorward House, an old people’s home 
in Montrose, also benefits from the 
ship’s fund-raising, and visitors from 
the frigate were shown a lounge fire 


bought with her most recent donation. 

Meanwhile, six volunteers from the 
Montrose worked for two days to paint 
the exterior of the town s adult resource 
centre. 

Other events included a civic recep¬ 
tion for the ship’s company and sports 
events against local sides which the 
Navy lost decisively, winning only at 
golf against Angus Council. They lost at 
hockey, rugby, and soccer. 

However, everyone was a winner 
when 750 people were welcomed on 
board for a tour of the ship for the two 
hours she was open to the public. 


THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS , 
HMS NELSON, QUEEN STREET, 
PORTSMOUTH, POl 3HH 
TEL: 01705 826040 FAX: 01705 830149 

Available to renders omskte the UK, Ptrust' writr;phone for postage 
roses and payment details 


British Sea Kings 
under Dutch flag 


TWO SEA KING helicopters and 44 personnel from 
814 Naval Air Squadron are embarked in the 
Netherlands support ship HMNIS Zuiderkruis on 
west Atlantic deployment. 

British and Dutch navies 
have operated together as part 
of NATO for many years, but 
the transfer of such a large 
con t in go n t foi momhs-long 
operation from a Netherlands 
ship is unusual. 

The Mk 6 anti-submarine air¬ 
craft of 8|4\ B Flight, normally 
part of \ IMS [nvindble's air group, 
have been operating with Zuider¬ 


kruis off the east coast of North 
America and taking part in multi¬ 
national exercises. 

Aim of the deployment is to 
consolidate the inter-operability of 
NATO forces and to continue to 
foster the dose professional rela¬ 
tionship between UK and 
Netherlands navies. 

The llight will re-emhark in 
I rivi ndble bv t he end oI J une. 


Dulventon's 
island duty 

LIEUTENANT Governor of 
Guernsey, Vice Admiral Sir 
John Coward, in light¬ 
hearted mood before 
inspecting HMS Dulver- 
ton’s guard during the 
island's 52nd Liberation 
Day. On the Admiral's left 
is POMEM Andy Needham, 
PO of the Guard. 

PiClure: LA(PHOT) Mark HJpkin 
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* Rusty and 
encrusted, but 
still in surpris¬ 
ingly good 
condition f one 
of the Gref 
Spee's A A 

g uns is 
r ought 
ashore after 
almost six 
decades on 
the bed of the 
River Plate . 
The man with 
the handker¬ 
chief to his 
face is a for¬ 
mer member 
of the ship s 
company: 


South Atlantic shipping lanes. 

Although her 11 in main 
armament outranged the cruis¬ 
ers HMS Exeter, Achilles and 
Ajax, the Graf Spee was dam¬ 
aged and forced to seek repair 
in the neutral port of 
Montevideo, 

Believing that the British 
force had been reinforced by 
capital ships, the German Cap! 
Langsdorff scuttled his ship a 
few days later and afterwards 
shot himself. 

Exercises 

HMS Norfolk, which is due to 
return to Devonport in July, is 
almost five months into her 
deployment. Her activities have 
ranged from troop transfer and 
supply in South Georgia to 
fishery protection on behalf of 
the Falklands administration. 

The ship has conducted air 
defence exercises with RAF 
Tornado strike aircraft, trans¬ 
ferred stores and personnel 
from RAF helicopters, and con¬ 
ducted navai gunfire support 
with Gurkha spotters and 
patrols ashore. 

She has practised naval 
skills with the patrol vessel 
HMS Leeds Castle and the fleet 
tanker RFA Grey Rover. The 
frigate also found time to com¬ 
memorate the San Carlos land' 
ings in 1982 and hold a 
Combined Services Entertain¬ 
ment show in her hangar. 


guardship’s stand-off in the 
Uruguayan capital for mid- 
deployment maintenance, 
she learned that divers had 
just raised an anti-aircraft 
gun from the wreck of the 
German pocket battleship 
Admiral Graf Spee, scuttled 
outside the harbour in 1939, 

The gun, one of the war¬ 
ship’s six 105mm weapons, 
was brought up for a TV pro¬ 
gramme. One of the men pre¬ 
sent as the weapon was landed 
was one of the sailors who 
were interned across the River 
Plate in Argentina, and later 
settled in the region. 

Three cruisers had cornered 
the Graf Spee in the River Plate 
after she had embarked on a 
destructive raiding spree in the 


• The Graf Spee in Montevideo after the Battle of the River Plate. 


YES we are giving away this 
sweet W* Jointed Teddy , 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! When 
you order Navy News GIFT 
items to the value of £35 

Alternatively, purchase TEDDY at 
the price of £2.25uk. surface moil 
abroad please add 5Op 


• HMS Norfolk in King Edward Cove, South 

Georgia . Picture: Lt Cdr Roger Float 


fejy SEND FOR YOUR FREE 
CA TA LOGUE OF GIFTS 
^ 1 <£ LEISURE WEAR 

tel oi 70s 8250040 

•Oi Acini vs j / Payment when intnhusiux 
WDDY see ‘JACKSTOllX’ on m e 28 


HMS SOUTHAMPTON'S 
busy Gulf deployment 
which ends this month 
has involved her in a 
series of exercises with 
the navies of Oman, 
Kuwait and Bahrain - as 
well as the USA and 
France. 

The Type 42 destroyer s 
most recent wargame was 
Exercise Neon Spark with 
the Bahraini and US navies. 
That followed similar 
manoeuvres with US, 
French and Kuwaiti war¬ 
ships in Ex Eager Sentry, 
and with the USA, France 
and Oman in an exercise 
codenamed Khunjar Hadd. 

in between the training 
periods she has been 
involved in enforcing UN 
sanctions against Iraq, 
boarding and checking over 
20 merchant vessels for illic¬ 
it cargoes. 

She was being relieved on 
task by HMS Westminster on 
June 1 and is due to under¬ 
take more exercises with 
allied forces on her way 
home. 

Her last port of call is 
Palma, Majorca, before she 
is due to complete the last 
leg of her voyage home to 
Portsmouth on June 25. 


• RFA Bayteaf 
refuels HMS 
Southampton 
over the stern 
during Quit 
operations. 
Picture: LA(PHOT) 
Nobby Half. 
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At Your Leisure 




P IRATES were the scourge of the shipping industry in 
the waters around Hong Kong 150 years ago - before 
the Royal Navy arrived the scale of their operations 
was huge. 

One ofthe most infamous, Cheung Po Tsai, was based in Hong 
Kong between 1806 and 1810, directing the operations of 270 
fighting junks and 40,000 men. 

But by the middle of the century set piece battles were com¬ 
mon, in which naval skill and discipline had the upper hand. In 
one of these, in 1849, the then dominant pirate chief Chui Apoo's 
entire fleet of 23 junks was destroyed by HMS Columbine, Fury 
and Medea. 

Governor Sir Richard Macdonnell’s (1866-72) reforms - all 
ships had to be registered, ail junks entering or leaving harbour 
inspected - depended on a strong water-borne police force, 
which the Navy had long demanded. 

Close co-operation with the Water Police (later the Marine 
Police) developed over the years that followed, the Navy's opera¬ 
tional experience teaming with detailed local knowledge to ensure 
an effective combined force to combat modern forms of piracy - 
as well as illegal immigration and smuggling. 


# Top teft: the last RN warships to be based in Hong Kong , HMS Peacock , Plover and Starling, sail to begin new careers with the 
PhilUpine Navy at the end of this month , (See also page 36) 

# Above: the P&O ship Canton' tows the becalmed HMS Coiuntbine into action against pirate junks in 1849. 

From White Ensign - Red Dragon, The History of the Royal Navy in Hong Kong 1841-1997, edited by Commorore Peter Metson and cur¬ 
rently high on the Hong Kong best seller list - see advertisement below. 


150 years of police work 


How we beat the 
buccaneers of the 
Chinese Main 



BY THE MASSED BANDS OF HER MAJESTY'S 

ROYAL 

MARINES 


A unique opportunity to see lire 
Massed Bands of the Royal Marines 
performing Hie ceremony of 
Beating Retreat at Horse Guards 
Parade London in June 19%. 

This brilliant mtmtenlo of I he 
occasion, recorded live In 1 lie BBC, 
shows i ht i arrival of the Queen and 
Duke of Edinburgh in a carriage 
procession, accompanied by a 
mounted escort of the Life Guards, 
This sixty minute programme of 
music and movement display s the 
world renowned Royal Marine Baud 
at their very best. You will witness 
a display of marching in quirk and 
slow time concluding with the 
Massed Bands. Fanfare Trumpets 
and Corps of Drums performing a 
Finale of ‘Sunset* and Rule 
Britannia*. 

For vour verv own personal copy 
phone 01705 547203 - please have 
your credit card details available or 
write, enclosing a cheque (£9.50 
including p&p) made payable to the 
RM CENTRAL BANK: 

MEM Trust 
Corps Secretariat 
HMS Excellent 
Portsmouth P02 HER 
Telephone Salest 01705 547203 
Facsimile; 01705 547207 
uu u. MEMTRl S'iTo ooiJvm 


Warrior sails again... 


HMS WARRIOR (I860) cele¬ 
brates the 10th anniversary of 
her return to Portsmouth this 
month as the third star historic 
ship in the Dockyard - and if 
you've got 20 years to spare 
you can have your own sea¬ 
going version. 

That’s how long - on the 
basis of working one full day a 
week - it took Kent Vicar 
William Mowll to construct his, 
a process he lovingly 
describes in fascinating detail 
accompanied by his own draw¬ 
ings and sketches in Building a 
Working Model Warship: HMS 
Warrior (Chatham £24), 

The end result is seen here 
in a stiff breeze off the Kentish 
coast last September - an 
8ft,1:48 scale, version, the 
same as that of the original 
builder s model now at the 



Science Museum, 


Mowli, whose great grandfa¬ 
ther was one of the ship’s offi¬ 
cer in 1869, noted: “Even at 
this reduced scale, one could 
see clearly that the long, low 
profile of the hull would act as 
a much more stable gun plat¬ 


form than the three-decker, 
wooden-wall ships of the line 
which immediately preceded 
her. 

'Equally obvious was the 
inference that under these 
conditions at full scale, ships 
concerned with broadside fire 
would not have been capable 
of firing a single shot in anger 
All the effort would have been 
put into sailing and controlling 
the ship, 

“My guess is also that it 
would have been nearly 
impossible to stoke boilers 
and keep the furnace fires 
trimmed under such extremes 
of weather, and it makes one 
realise that an engined hybrid 
vessel must have been 
extremely difficult to manage 
in such a seaway.” 


WHITE ENSIGN - RED DRAGON 

The History ofthe Royal Navy in Hong Kong IS-ll '*• / 997 


♦ 

♦ 


A concise history of Hong Kong, with 
personal accounts of sailors* experiences 

A testament to the significant role 
played by the Royal Navy in the 
development of modem Hong Kong 


♦ 

♦ 


A marvellous photographic record 
containing many unpublished images 

Sold in aid of the LEP Trust, established 
to support Hong Kong Chinese service¬ 
men after the Hand-over 



Orders tit: The Hits mess Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POt 3HH 
Cheques payable in .Vary News in accompany orders. For orders outside the FK payment can be made by 
Cheque/lnternational Money Order in £ sterling and drawn im UK hank. Or For povnieni h> ( redit Card/ 
Switch, I K & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4. TKIOl70S 826040 FAX: O1705 830149 
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The eyes of the Fleet take 



FLEET SWEEPERS AT WAR 
1939-1945 

Limited edition covering all »ctk*u of 
243 H*]ycoos Bangor*. HA Ms, Paddle 
MS. Smokey Joes, Algerines. Illtisl. 
Pte-publicalioci orders (£15) only. 

Or details (sac) from Jack Williams 
395 Lytium fhL Blackpool FY4 IIIB 




Buy a raw Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first * 
which include delivery to your door. 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Kill 
Uskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
Fax 01579 346747 


£ n PAYS TO AWERJlSe £ 


THERE were times during 
the election campaign when 
one longed for some dra¬ 
matic news story which 
would shove all those bick¬ 
ering politicos and celebrity 
interviewers off the nation’s 
TV screens. 

The action in Mars 
Attacks! would have filled the 
bill nicely, indeed, the specta¬ 
cle of the inter-planetary 
invaders gleefully ray-gunning 
the asembled media and gov¬ 
ernment representatives who 
have turned out to greet them 
prompts fantasies about a UK 
equivalent. Which public fig¬ 
ures would you most tike to sec 
reduced to a puddle of smok¬ 
ing jelly? 

The film - perhaps the fust to be 
based on a set of bubble-gum cards 
- bears all Ihc trademarks of its 
creator, Tim Burton. Anyone 
familiar with, for example," Ed 
Wood and The Nightmare 
Before Christmas will recognise 
the mix of the childlike and the 
sophisticaled. I be bizarre and the 


quite succeed in understanding 
what’s going on around them* is 
like seeing a preview of a period 
piece. Around 2060, oldsters are 
going to cackle into one another’s 
nearing aids, “Remember Beavis 
and Bullhead? Those were the 
days! llchIHchr 

For the moment, though, the 
pair are representing the spirit of 
the 90s, or an aspect thereof, and 
they’re currently at large in their 
first big-screen feature. Baa vis 
and Bullhead Do America, 
which will no doubt be found 
unmissable or unwatchable, 
according to taste. 

Even anti-B and Bs, though, 
should enjoy the joke involving an 
FBI agent (voiced con brio 1w vet¬ 
eran Untouchable Robert Slack) 
whose reaction to every situation is 
a ringing command, "'Officer - 
round everyone up and conduct a 
deep cavity search!" 

Little old ladies, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, Beavis and Butt head *. 
they have only to swing into sight 
and within minutes they’re being 
led away trembling for a deep cav¬ 
ity search. Its the sort of gag those 
diabolical Martians would have 
appreciated. 

- Bob Baker 


But it’s Burton’s visual imagina¬ 
tion that produces the most relish- 
able moments: a herd of wild hors¬ 
es galloping down the trail with 
their manes on fire; a woman 
whose head (this is Martian 
humour) is transplanted onto her 
pet pooch; and for the really mem¬ 
orably strange, take a look at Lisa 
Marie’s rendering of a Martian try¬ 
ing to pass itself off as a Playmate 
of the Month. A major plus is 
Danny Olfman’s pounding score* 
heard to best advantage near the 
beginning, as the flying saucers 
mass above the Earth. 

Watching Beavis and Bullhead, 
(he cartoon adolescents who never 


AUTHORS 

Let us Publish Your Book 


Most subjects considered 
including Religion .Biography, 
Children's Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 


AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 
465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 


to the air 


• Jackie Fisher pressed 
the panic button to 
order a non-rigid 
Submarine Scout (SS) 
airship or ‘blimp’, here 
clearly showing its BE2 
fuselage (see Aircraft 
of the Royal Navy No 
4, February edition) 
suspended from the 
cylindrical balloon. As 
used by the Royal 
Naval Air Service to 
counter the submarine 
threat in the middle 
years of World War I. 


Commanding at Portsmouth * * " 

Life was almost as dangerous for 
the ground crew. On approach 
ropes were thrown down for them 
to catch so that the airship could be 
slowly guided in without damage. 

“It was a rule that no man was to 
touch the trail rope until it had first 
of all earthed itself and snaked 
along the ground a bit,” Goddard 
remembered. 

“If the airship came over wiih its 
trail rope not touching the ground 
but just within hand height a man 
could easily gel more or less elec¬ 
trocuted with the static charge that 
would go down through his body to 
the ground. But it was quite a usual 
thing for the enthusiast to forget 
this rule and a chap could take a 
very nasty shock - enough to make 
him fall over backwards, 

“Then they had to be stalwarts. 
Once they grabbed the trail rope 
which might be snaking through 


the grass at as much as 10, 15 per¬ 
haps 20 mph they would suddenly 
find themselves dragged across the 
nd at very high speeds . * , 
n your landing party was grab¬ 
bing on to the rope and was verti¬ 
cally below you, you could find that 
you were coming down faster than 
you liked and looked like hilling 
the ground. In which case you 
would let go a lot of water ballast 
that would immediately swamp the 
ground crew - a sort of shower 
bath of spray!" 

The long hours aloft meant that 
nature also had to have its way in a 
manner not usually experienced by 
aircraft pilots. 

"There were several methods," 
recalled Thomas Williams. “Some 
people carried cans and some car¬ 
ried bottles. 1 found this after long 
patrols rather unpleasant so 1 
evolved my own system which 1 
believe became standard. 


“It was to bore a hole in the 
floor and attach some rubber hos¬ 
ing to it. At the other end - the 
business end - a petrol funnel. I 
had a brass cup hook in the side of 
the fuselage and just hooked it on. 
t found that was a distinct home 
comfort." 

These airships may have lacked 
the Teeth* to destroy the U-boats 
they spotted - but their patrols 
provided a flow of information 
which allowed the nearest destroy¬ 
er or sloop to he directed to the 
area in which they had been locat¬ 
ed. 

- From Tumult in the Clouds - 
The British Experience of the War 
in the Air, 1914-1918 (Hocfcter & 
Stoughton, £20} for which authors 
Nigel Steel end Peter Hart have 
drawn heavily on unpublished 
oral recordings held by the 
Imperial War Museum , 
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“HMS, GANGES (The find farewell). * 
video. Ideal birthday /surprise present 
Documentary includes dl aspects of 
GANGES before demolition. One tear- 


jerking hour of nostalgia* produced by 
JOHN DOUGLAS author H.MS, 
GANGES (Roll on my doren!) & RMS 
GANGES (Talcs of the 
T.R.O,G/S.JSjAE. details Douglas Hse, 
Pcnmarth. Redruth. Cornwall TR16 6NX 


I N THE early days of aviation airships, with their long- 
range capacity, had an obvious application to naval 
operations - even today their uses continue to be 
explored, if only on paper. 


But in the years before 
World Wir I the Royal Navy 
dragged its heels. Not until 
1909was the No 1 Rigid Naval 
Airship - the Mayfly - ordered, 
and then the project was found 
to be over- ambitious* 

Al 512 fl in length, 48 ft in diam¬ 
eter and with an overall volume of 
?00*000 cu ft it was much larger 
lhan any that had been produced 
by the Army* So when on 24 Sept 
1911 it was brought out of its shed 
the heavy superstructure broke 
and the whole ship was wrecked: 
the ironically named Mayfly did 
not. 

The whole policy was suspended 
by the Admiralty until 1913 when it 
wits agreed that the Royal Flying 
Corp’s dirigibles would be handed 
over to the Navy - and thus, when 
war broke out the Royal Naval Air 
Service had only six. 

Their value was immediately 
apparent in providing air cover for 


because any airship might shorten 
this war by one day and that’s a lot 
of money and a lot of lives.’" 

The typically British talent for 
improvisation produced the solu¬ 
tion - by suspending the already 
mass-produced BE2C aircraft fuse¬ 
lage beneath a gas bag envelope. 
The resultant "Submarine Scout’ 
was hardly elegant, but it worked 
and the prototype was in the air in 
just three weeks. 

Next problem was to find people 
bold enough - or foolhardy enough 
- to volunteer to learn to fly the 
thing in double quick time. The 


hours time/ 

The extra pay alone was suffi¬ 
cient inducement and as they 
gained experience they found it 
was not such a hard life - and the 
training was safer than that 
allowed to aircraft pilots. But land- 


We disturbed a tennis party, 
wrecked a conservatory and 
landed finally in their duck 

pOnd m m m* 


the 8EF at its most vulnerable 
point, as it was ferried across the 
Channel; they had a far longer 
endurance than any seaplane. 

But the extent of the underwater 
menace was soon demonstrated by 
the sinking of the cruisers Aboufcir, 
Hogue and Gressy by a single U- 
boat on 22 Sept - and then the 
German declaration of submarine 
warfare on merchant shipping 
early in 1915 Ihrew Fisher into a 
panic, 

Hugh Burroughcs, Director of 
the Aircraft Manufacturing 
Company at Hendon, recalled a 
meeting to discuss how best to 
effect a rapid building programme: 
“The door literally burst open and 
Jackie Fisher burst in with a face 
like a turkey cock... "For the love of 
Mike’ (he said) ‘get a move on* 


choice naturally fell upon young 
midshipmen and sub lieutenants 
chafing at the bit in enforced inac¬ 
tivity at Scapa Flow. 

Mid 'Thomas Elmhurst of HMS 
Indomitable was one of those who 
was "volunteered’ by his CO and 
arrived at the Admiralty without 
any idea what he had been volun¬ 
teered for: 

“We were escorted into the 
room of Lord Fisher, whose open¬ 
ing remarks were, ‘You young gen¬ 
tlemen are going to fly, you’ll prob¬ 
ably be dead within a year or you 
may get the VC! But you’ve been 
selected to start a new airship ser¬ 
vice which will be the counter to 
the U-boat menace which looks to 
be the biggest menace we have in 
this war. If you don’t want to fly or 
your parents don’t want you to fly 
you can come and tell me in 48 


mgs could be bumpy if the 
approach was fl (-judged* as Victor 
Goddard discovered when he inad¬ 
vertantly gatecrashed a tempting- 


"We used to do our navigation in 
such a way that wc would come 
down, only ostensibly by accident, 
in some splendid park where wc 
were pretty sure that we should be 
provided with an excellent tea. 
And 1 must say one day wc did land 
at Theobalds where we disturbed a 
tennis party, wrecked a conservato¬ 
ry and landed finally in their duck 
pond behind a batch of trees. We 
thoroughly disorganised the tennis 
party, but thoroughly enjoyed the 
strawberries and cream . . . Then 
we motored back to London, I did¬ 
n’t discover till just before wc were 
leaving that tne house was the 
property of the Admiral 
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professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or $AE 
required. Contact: 22, Fords Close* 
Bledlow Ridge, Buckinghamshire. 
MP14 4AP. Tel: (01494) 481118 
Fax: (01494) 481121. 
martin(ei hp, bookfindcrs.co.uk 


The Foremost Book on Navy Songs 

“GREY FUNNEL LINES” 

TradMonal song & vena d The 
Royal Navy 1900-1970 
Compttsd by CYRIL TAWNEY 
4 A sloe of nostalgia of immense 
appear - NAVY NEWS 
Prioe (he. C12J0 (UK/BFPO 
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or diequa tkvMi on a Bntah Bank* phn»} 
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on Naval & Merchant Shipping 
N. Fisher Nautical 
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PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 


The Pentiand Press 

tUahwgli tambridp Iterium L'SA 
Estabfished publisher wetoomaa 


Wnto for detail or send your manuscript to: 
Ponlland Press (NN}. 1 Hutton Close. 

South Church, Durham DL14 &XB 
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Hew Publication 

HMS EAGLE 

1942-1978 
By Nell McCart 


A highly readable and comprehcniivc tudory of the Royal Navy"* trigger poet-war wandup 
(mm the date that Ihc Admiralty ordered the ahip in catty 1942 to her demise in IV7& Over 
170 photograph*, some in colour. Foreword by Rear-Admiral Ian Robertson, the PApk'S tat 
C«nnund»s Officer* Hardback. Ptw JtlK.95 

Atm AwUMt HMS ALBION 1*44-1473 71# OUGrty Chm* (Softback) £13.95 
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siam-bam spectacular* the taste far 
eccentric casting: Jack Nicholson 
and Tom Jones in the same movie? 
It’s hard to imagine them on the 
same continent. 

In fact Nicholson pulls a double 
shift here* playing both a Las 
Vegas flim-flam man and the 
President of the USA* whose move 
into ‘sincere’ mode when facing 
the press constitutes one of the 
film’s comic highlights. 


Screen Scene 


Invasion of the 
bubblenum men 

















NAVY NEWS, JUNE 1997 


Options 



People in the News 




• CPO Austin Harding. 


Torque about 
a good idea! 

AN INVENTION which saves the 
Navy time and money has won its 
creators a reward. 

The hydraulic torque tester was 
the brainchild of Chief Austin 
Harding, of RN air station Culdrose. 

The lest rig allows comparative 
engine tests to be carried out on the 
ground, giving greater flexibility 
and greatly reducing costs and time. 

Working with his colleagues 
Chief Graham Holland and Lt Cdr 
David Childs, Culdrose s mainte¬ 
nance test pilot, CPO Harding 
developed the equipment at the air 
station where it is now in use. 

The three were presented with 
cheques totalling £7,000 by the 
Commanding Officer of Culdrose, 
Commodore Simon Thome will 


Sharp candidate 

l’HE WILKINSON Sword of Honour 
for best overall student on the 19% 
Principal Warfare Officers course at 
HMS Dryad has been won by Ll 
Stuart Black mo re of HMS London, 

Lt Blackmore also won the 
Portobello Association Prize as best 
POW(U) student. 

Other prizewinners were Lt Cdr 
Nicolas Tin dal (HMS Argyll), Li 
Christopher Bourne (HMS 
Gloucester), Lt David Axon (HMS 
Richmond), Lt Cdr Gavin Pritchard 
(HMS Boxer), Lt Cdr Andrew Webb, 
and Lt Cdr Stephen Draper (HMS 
Newcastle), 


Chaplain leaves 
-just like that! 

THE ANGLICAN chaplain at HMS 
CoUmgwood has departed in 
grand style. 

Rev Mike Brotherton, who 
drew extensively on a Charlie 
Chaplin theme during his two 
years, was whisked away by heli¬ 
copter and made a farewell cir¬ 
cuit of the Fareham base before 
joining HMS Richmond and the 
Fourth Frigate Squadron. 

Wearing a fez, illustrating his 
new Tommy Cooper theme, Mike 
handed over to his successor, 
Rev John Hills. 

• Over to you - Rev Mike 
Brotherton, in fez ; hands over to 
Rev John Hitts. 






Novices find 
their feet 

ALMOST half of the Naval per¬ 
sonnel serving at NATO headquar¬ 
ters in Stavanger, Norway, have 
completed a skiing expedition. 

Six of the lb went to Roldal in 
central Norway, led by Radio 
Supervisor Bryan Parry and helped 
by Lt Col Peter Babbington RM. 

For most of them it was the first 
taste of skiing, but by the end of the 
weekend all were able to ski down¬ 
hill, and most are keen to try out 
their new skills on further trips. 

The other members who took to 
the snow were LWRT Andy 
Boiling, RS Bob Stafford, LRO 
Angus Cameron and LWTR Si 
Henry, 


Sailors 
clean up 
at beach 


A SAILING trip marred 
by a dirty beach prompt¬ 
ed sailors in Hong Kong 
to do something about 
it 

“A group of us were sail¬ 
ing in the Sai Kung area 
and noticed that the beach 
at Kai Sai Wan was look¬ 
ing pretty foul," said 
Gunnery Officer Lt 
Aiasdair Peppc. 

“So we decided to take 
it on as a project and come 
back and dean it up a bit.” 

The 20-strong party 
from patrol craft HMS 
Starling armed themselves 
with rubber gloves and bin 


bags, and spent five hours 
clearing rubbish, some 
washed ashore, the rest 
left by visitors to the 
beach. 

All the rubbish collect¬ 
ed was transported by the 
ship back to the former 
HMS Tamar for proper 
disposal. 

But it was not all work 
and no play - the ship’s 
company took advantage 
of the newly-cleaned 
beach to enjoy a barbecue 
in the early evening sun¬ 
shine. 

And they made sure 
they took all their rubbish 
home with them. 


• Beach haul - LMEM John Gough and Lt James 
Mortey clear the beach at Kai Sai Wan . Hong Kong ; 



m Rev Jonathan Martin. 


New man 
at the helm 
of Aggie's 

THE NEW executive direc¬ 
tor of the Royal Sailors' 
Rests is the Reverend 
Jonathan Martin. 

The newly-established post 
gives Jonathan the responsibili¬ 
ty for shaping a new role and 
vision for the society - known as 
Aggie Weston’s - in its spe¬ 
cialised mission field of the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines, 
Jonathan was curate-in- 
chargc of a church in Poole 
until his current appointment, 
which started on June I. 

He was brought up m a ser¬ 
vice home; his father was a 
career soidier with the 
Middlesex Regiment, and his 
grandfather was an RSM with 
the Coldstream Guards. 


Birthday concert 



A TALENT for music saw Ted Bulbcck Portsmouth. 


travel all over the world with the Royal 
Marines, 

And even at the age of 100, Ted 
manages to bang out a decent tune 
on the piano to entertain visitors. 

But he was the one listening 
when members of the Royal 
Marines Band in Portsmouth 
turned up just before his birthday 
to pay a musical tribute. 

Ted followed his father into 
the Royals when he joined as a 
band boy in Portsmouth in 1911 - 
a few months before he was 
legally entitled to. 

Playing his main instruments of 
clarinet and violin, Ted served in a 
number of ships, including HMS 
Dreadnought, Revenge, Ajax, Rodney, 
Queen Elizabeth and Delhi. 

He served 30 years in the corps, but one of 
the highlights of his career had a more local 
aspect - Ted was one of the bandsmen at the 
last pre-war FA Cup final in 1939, when his 
home team beat Wolves 4-1 at Wembley, 

With one full career already completed, 
Ted embarked on a second after World War 
II by becoming a bus conductor in 


And even then the spotlight had not 
deserted him - at the age of 87 he won a 
Soulhsea bowls tournament when he was 
called in as a late replacement for one 
of the team members. 

Ted’s birthday serenade was by a 
brass quintet from the Band of 
HM Royal Marines Portsmouth, 
led by Band Colour Sergeant 
Dave Thornber. 


• Ted Bulbeck thanks Band Colour Sgt 
Dave Thornber for the birthday tribute. 

• (Inset) Ted in his uniform in 1920, 



j Joys Roses a 
L <£ Jlowers M 

^ fresh flowers sent daily 

^ UK and Northern Oreland 


Hotline - Ot4Sl 4 


( jpfesM fffft* this m cn order ftititt ) 


" $ i Seasonal Seasonal tfouquet 1^6* 


mixed £ 15.00 * £20.00 


12 Rost? 

red/pink {large} 

£1355 

24 ROSOS 

Red/Piok/YeUow/Goid (large) 

£1850 

12 Red/Pink/Mixed 

£1250 

40 Frees!* 

Mixed with fern 

£14.75 

Bouquet 

Carnations. Freesias, Fern 30 Bowtrs 

£1550 

Bouquet 

Roses, Carnations, Frecsias, Ferns - 30 Blooms 

£1750 

Bouquet 

Spray Carnations , Freesiss, Fern 20 Flowers 

£1150 

Bouquet 

Roses, Spray Camatkm, Freesias, Perm - 50 Blooms £2250 


Cute range of "Cuddlies* available ■ send for list 


DON T FORGET! ORDER EARLY 

!ni©&&£} 
!F3©mms & ©w&Mm 

M8 r P*ak Period - Ffomrt be used from other sou rtf*, 

Flamingo, Bas Capelles, St Sampson 
Guernsey. C.L GY2 4WB 
Tel: 01481 46708 Fax:01481 43406 
Viaa/At Cess/Am ex Accepted 
{Please inci exp date) 

Cheques /PO payable Joys Roses 




Bird-class patrol ship 



• Bird man - Arty Shaw with the rescued kestrel on hoard 
HMS Orkney. Picture; LRO{G) I. BrtcFtey 


A NEW member joined the ship’s 
company of HMS Orkney while she 
was on patrol off Corn walk 

The ship was on fishery protec¬ 
tion duty fhlrty miles off the 
Sclllies in fog when an exhausted 
kestrel flopped on to the deck. 

The offer of pusser’s bacon was 
refused, and she had to be left on 
the upper deck overnight* Few 
thought she would survive. 

But next morning she was 
caught and taken below, where 
she was adopted by the Chief 
Boatswain’s Mate, LS Arty Shaw. 

The kestrel soon made herself at 
home* accepting food by hand, 
and happily settled on Arty’s arm. 

She was given her own personal 
cabin and a perch was made for 
her by CMEM(M) Jackson - she 
had joined the ship at the start of a 
ten-day patrol, the first under the 
command of Lt Cdr Chris Moore. 

At the end of the patrol, which 
started at Devonpori and ended in 
Portsmouth, the ship was met by a 
member of the RSPCA, and the bird 
taken to a sanctuary to recover. 


Full circle 
for former 
Rooke men 

TWO MEN who met at HM! 
Rooke more than 30 yearn ag< 
received awards together n 
Gibraltar. 

CPO Brian 1 Robbie’ Robert 
and CPO Ray Tester’ Piggot 
were presented with Bars to tnei 
Long Service medals at th- 
decommissioning ceremony o 
HMS Rooke, now known a 
Rooke Gibraltar, 

Brian and Ray both served 1 
months at HMS Rooke in the mi' 
1960s, then went their separat 
ways, docking up more than 6 
yearn between them. 

Brian served in Polaris subma 
rine HMS Revenge for nine yean 
and other ships included HM 
Naiad, Belfast, Birmmghan 
Exeter, Illustrious an 
Manchester, He also spent som 
time al HMS Collingwood. 

Ray’s former ships inelud 
HMS Malcolm, Kent, Rcclain 
Leander, Coventry, Minerva an 
Brazen. 
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Double award 
for sea cadet 


A MARINE sea cadet from 
Cumbria has won two major 
Training and Enterprise 
Council (TIC) awards. 

James Foster (19, above), a 
sergeant from Workington 
unit TS Vanguard, won the 
1996 Job Link 

Accomplishment award and 
was Job Link Trainee of the 
Year. 

James, from Whitehaven, 
who works for BNFL, was 
presented with one award 
by Lt Col Hetik de Jaeger 
from the Royal Marines 
Reserves, Tyne, and the 


End of an ERA 

THE LAST Marine Engineering 
Artificers course taught under the 
l old regime* has finished at HMS 
Sultan in Gosport. 

The Auxiliary Machinery 
Certificate (AMC) has been 
replaced by the Marine Engineering 
Mechanic Operators Certificate. 

The final course through was a 
desalination AMC, under the aus¬ 
pices of Lt Cdr Ian Pile, who leaves 
the Navy this month and who was 
awarded the equivalent Auxiliary 
Watchkeeping Certificate in 
December 1965 as an ERA 
apprentice. 


Nelson cleans up 



THESE arc the Navy caterers who cleaned up 
at a college's food hygiene course. 

Nine out of the ten candidates, including a hus¬ 
band and wife, gained distinctions in their Diploma 
of Food Hygiene Management final exams, break- 
ing all previous records for Highbury College in 
Portsmouth. 

The ten - nine from HMS Nelson in Portsmouth 
and one from HMS Dolphin in Gosport - attended 
the six-week course for one day a week, covering 
food storage, food handling, risk assessment and 
preservation techniques. 

At the end of the course, examined by the Royal 
Society of Health, the ten had to tackle two two- 
hour written papers and complete an oral exam 
with external adjudicators. 

Course leader Phil Chandler said: “IPs a pretty 
tough course. 

“The diploma is the highest qualification you can 
get in food hygiene, and we are more than delighted 
that they did so well - we normally get a couple of 
distinctions, but never as many as this.” 

He said he was looking forward to the celebra¬ 
tion party, knowing he could cat with confidence. 

• Clean machine - standing (from left) ere: 
POCA Snowy Snow, LCH Liz McCarthy, 
CPOCA Kev Ayton, CPOCA Jim McCarthy, 
course leader Phil Chandler, Lt Cdr Dave 
McGarel, POCA Dotty Gray ; if Dick Kenwood, 
WOSTD Roger Mitchell and (front, from left) 
POCA Ted Fearon and CPOCA Phil McCann. 


100 per cent success... 

A FORMER petty officer who recently attended a tri-Serviee 
resettlement course at Catteriek gained a 100 per cent pass in 
part of his exams. 

POSTD Michael Tyreman took the Security Industry Training 
Organisation/City and Guilds Professional Guard Parts I and II exams, 
with a perfect score and a certificate of excellence in the first and a pass 
in the second. Only 1.7 per cent of candidates achieve 100 per cent. 

Michael retired from HMS Dolphin in April, and is already working 
for the Corps of Commissionaires. 


...across the board 

AN ABLE Seaman has shown everyone how to succeed in the 
tri-Service Licensed Trade Diploma resettlement course. 

AB Lee Snook, of Portsmouth, achieved 100 per cent marks in 
all three exams on the four-week course, run by Heron House 
Breweries in Lancaster for officers and other ranks. 

Lee (25), who is seeking a new career as a pub manager, said: 
“I was really pleased -1 didn't think I would get such a high mark/ 1 
He is now sending off application forms to breweries to join 
an in-house training scheme. 



• Vice Admiral Sir Toby Frere. 


Supplies 
chief has 
retired 

THE MOST senior serving RN 
officer to have joined as a national 
serviceman has retired. 

Vice Admiral Sir Toby Frere 
(58) joined the Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve in 1955, trans¬ 
ferring to the RN in 1958. 

lie served in submarines oper¬ 
ating from Australia and Canada 
as wed as the UK. commanded 
HMS Brazen and Polaris subma¬ 
rine HMS Revenge, and ran the 
demanding Submarine 

Commanding Officers’ qualifying 
course - the Perisher, 

He subsequently became Flag 
Officer Submarines and a NATO 
commander, and since 1994 has 
been Chief of Heel Support, with 
a £2bn annual budget to supply 
fuel, weapons and food the the RN 
worldwide, to maintain and repair 
RN and RFA ships, to run naval 
bases and support all RN opera¬ 
tions. 

He is succeeded as Chief of 
Fleet Support by Vice Admiral 
John Dunk 


DROP IN, ANY TIME! 



A FLYING visit from a 
relative is the last 
thing you expect 
when you're at sea off 
Antarctica. 

But that's exactly 
where merchant seaman 
Dave Taylor was when 
his nephew dropped in, 

Cpl Rob Davies from 
HMS Endurance winched 
aboard the research ship 
James Clark Ross to visit 
his uncle when 
the two vessels 
rendezvoused 
near the South Sandwich 
islands. 

The Royal Marine from 
Weymouth might have 
expected a frosty recep¬ 
tion after calling unan¬ 
nounced, more than 
9,000 miles from home in 
one of the coldest and 
most remote regions of 
the planet. 

But instead he was 
given a very warm wel¬ 
come! 

Endurance has now 
returned to Portsmouth 
for the summer. 


MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
Naval Ordnance Inspecting Officer 
Various Locations 



A vaca is arisen within the Chief Inspectorate of Nava! Ordnance (CINO), responsible 
for the acceptance and safe custody in Naval Service of ammunitions and explosives. 


Leading a team of Ordnance Engineering and Quality Assurance Specialists, your main 
objectives are the acceptance of Naval Armament Stores processed by Royal Naval 
Armament Depots, located at Portsmouth, Plymouth, and at Crombie, Coulport and Beith 
in Southern Scotland, and the provision of advice on the safety and quality of Naval 
Armament Stores to the Officers and men of the Royal Navy, 


QUALIFICATIONS: Degree and/or Chartered Engineer or equivalent qualifications. 
Experience in Naval Weapon Engineering within a Service environment would be a distinct 
advantage. The successful candidate will receive extensive training in Naval Ordnance 
Engineering (including a postgraduate diploma course in Explosive Ordnance Technology), 
Quality Assurance (to ISO 9000), and Risk Assessment Techniques. 


The post advertised is reserved, therefore only UK nationals can apply. 

SALARY: The starting salary will be £16,650 - £29,405, depending on qualifications and 
experience, with opportunity to progress, via performance pay, to the top of the salary 
scale, currently £30,580, 


The candidate must be able to demonstrate strong leadership, the ability to manage a key 
department remote from senior management and good negotiating skills with the ability to 
stand your ground when necessary. First class communication skills, an enquiring mind, 
an ability to prioritise and thrive under pressure and an understanding of Quality 
Management Systems and Quality Assurance Practice are required. 


For an application form please write (enclosing an A4 stamped addressed envelope) to 
DFS(Pers) Recruitment, Room 7, Block D, Ensleigh, Bath BA1 SAB quoting Reference 
No NQ10/1/97. The closing date for the return of completed application forms is 

June 26th 1997 

We are an equal opporunity employer and are fully committed to equal 
opportunity policies. The Ministry of Defence positively welcomes 
applications from suitably qualified individuals, irrespective of racial 
origin, sex or disability. 
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1 wonder what they’ll think of as an alternative?’ 



Wait and see, 
says Lilian 


ONE OF our older readers has taken up a new hobby in her 
95th year - writing poetry. 

In 1994 Lilian Collins sent us a vivid evocation of the 1911 
Fleet review at Portsmouth she attended as a young girl. It 
was packed with period detail, such as the sudden squall that 
sent spectators scurrying across Southsea Common for the 
tram cars. The sort of detail that is lost forever from these 
occasions unless someone takes the trouble to set it down 
on paper 

We published her letter, and on the strength of it soon after 
invited her to our 40th birthday bash, hosted by HMS 
Invincible, where she turned out to be a star turn. 

Since then she has been a reguiar correspondent, taking a 
dose interest in the activities of my ship' as she calls it. Well, 
it is her ship, too - she has paid her taxes and she owns a 
piece of It, just as we ail do. 

She remembered HMS Invincible in her prayers when its 
young airmen were in harm s way during the Bosnia conflict. 
Her room in Towcester, Northants, we are told, has become a 
shrine to the carrier, decorated with photographs we have 
sent her together with the latest details of its doings, so that 
she has become something of a local celebrity. 

Now wheelchair-bound, she employs her still agile lingers 
in needlework and knifing projects with a naval flavour - 
some of which she has passed on to us - while her still more 
active imagination takes her on ‘armchair cruises' in HMS 
Invincible around the world. 

And, just lately she has turned to putting her thoughts into 
verse. She entered the International Library of Poetry compe 
lition in October - and then heard that her offering 'Time 1 had 
been accepted for its latest anthology published this month. 
She is in hopes of winning the top prize. 

The likes of Lilian sit at the extreme end of the support the 
Navy - and Navy News - receives from its remarkably wide 
range of devotees. Like its reservists, drawn from all walks of 
life, featured in this edition 

Her example should encourage support from younger gen¬ 
erations, too - those people whose backing all political par¬ 
ties were somewhat belatedly attempting to canvas in the 
run-up to the General Election. 

The Commanding Officer of HMS Victory observed on The 
Antiques Roadshow last month that the youngsters who man 
today's Navy are just the same as those who manned 
Nelson's. In many ways they are. But although they are vast¬ 
ly better educated, better ted, better looked after all round, 
they are arguably not much better understood in the context 
of their times. And they still make up the bulk of the serving 
strength 

As Brian Lavery pointed out in his wide-ranging study of 
Nelson s Navy (Conway Maritime Press 1989); The Navy 
also reflected the morals and values of British culture - the 
class system, the political ethos, and the ambiguous attitudes 
to liberty, it was an expression of the technology of the times 
. . . it was supported by the British taxpayer, and hence by 
the British economy; its ships were a product of British indus¬ 
try, and its men were a product of British society. 

"Often, the navy felt itself cut off from the rest of the British 
people, by geographical distance and by a different lifestyle; 
it was. nonetheless, part of the nation, and it cannot be con¬ 
sidered in total isolation,' 

In her latest letter to us, our lively old lady in Towcester 
shows herself to be cheerfully unencumbered by such 
restraints as she awaits the final verdict for Time : "Now all 
we have to do is the same as Asquith did, many years ago,'' 
she says." Wait and see T 


BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNICATORS IN BUSINESS 
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'A virtually 


faultless 



Navy News has scored 
its best success tor 14 
years in the 
Communicators in 
Business Awards — 
now the biggest com¬ 
petition of its kind in 
Europe which attracted 
a near record 1,252 
entries. 

Since it first entered 
the lists 25 years ago 
the paper has racked 
up a total of 75 acco¬ 
lades without missing a 
single year. A unique 
achievement 

But this year we cov¬ 
ered the waterfront, 
topping two classes 
(for headlines and illus¬ 
trations) and gaining 
an Award of Excellence 
for the newspaper as a 
whole and a Certificate 
of Merit in the Best 
News Story category. 

• The RN yearbook 
Broadsheet, edited by Cdr 
Lee Hulme and Tony 
Roberts of CS Graphics, 
also won a Certificate of 
Merit for picture editing, 
while BFBS won a Bronze 
Medal in this year's Sony 
Radio Awards. 


WHAT THE JUDGES SAIDt 

0" You‘re sweeping the board . ■ . ,T ITN's 
Michael Brunson presents Navy News Editor 
Jim Altaway with the second of two Ciass 
Winners at the CiB Awards ceremony at 


“A first rate publication. „ . 
easy to see why Navy News 
has half a million readers 
worldwide with its breadth 
and depth of coverage, plus 
its promotion of the values 
and traditions of the Royal 
Navy. .. fulfils its objectives 
thoroughly, and is a truly 
professional product. . 
crammed with faces of peo¬ 
ple at all levels within the 
organisation, handled with a 
light touch and a sense of 
humour... vast scope for 
its news and features cover¬ 
age * *. tremendous variety 
of issues and events ... 
top quality stories, attractive 
design and good use of pho¬ 
tos." 

,. known as one of the 
success stories of business 
publishing since it was radi¬ 
cally redesigned a few years 
ago ,, good to see that it is 
still developing and getting 
closer to its readers ... for 
anyone outside the 'industry 1 
gives an immediate impres¬ 
sion of the scale of opera¬ 
tions and the likely diversity 
of its readership ... a real 
newspaper, serving a real 
community ... does most 
things well. Taken as a 
whole, it is a good read cer¬ 
tainly, and a credit to the edi¬ 
torial and design team ... it 
could also teach many other 
house papers a thing or 
two.” 

*. a highly informative and 
extremely well presented 
piece of writing, nicely 
ordered and technically 
excellent... a virtually 
faultless piece of news 
reporting/' 


piece of news 
reporting.. / 


C/b 
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ROW 

NAVAL 

RESERVE 



• Nigel Raddie - fuft-time AA 
employee, pari time reservist 
with HMS Sherwood. 

Don’t 
watch 
-join in 

RESERVISTS are smash¬ 
ing people, says Captain 
Norman Hodgson RN r the 
Director of Naval 
Reserves. 

Their commitment is 
astounding. 

When I am almost on my 
knees by a Thursday 
evening, 1 find significant 
numbers of reservists 
undertaking training at one 
of 13 Reserve Training 
Centres in the UK. 

When I am ready to relax 
and unwind on a Sunday, 
Naval reservists are taking 
advantage of the numerous 
training opportunities 
offered at weekends. 

Many also sacrifice some 
part of their annual holiday to 
train for their operational role. 

Why do they do it? Well, 
they find the training the 
Royal Navy gives is inter¬ 
esting and valuable, either 
complementing their civil¬ 
ian job or offering a wholly 
different challenge. 

All, especially students 
and those temporarily unem¬ 
ployed, like the pay and the 
annual tax-free bounty 
awarded for achievement of 
training obligation. 

But more than that they 
like contributing in the 
national interest; meeting 
other like-minded and stim¬ 
ulating people, and partici¬ 
pating in our Naval service. 

Did you spend fast week¬ 
end in Singapore after a 
couple of weeks at sea in an 
aircraft carrier? 

Are you due to fly to 
Sydney next week to Join an 
RN destroyer for a fort¬ 
night? 

Would you fit the bill for 
an exercise in Valparaiso, 
Chile, this month? 

Interested? 

Don’t just stand on the 
touchline - get in touch! 

We want you to be 
Someone Special in Reserve. 



• Linda Norman - student 
co-ordinator, delicatessen 
worker, and reservist at HMS 
Cambria. 




It’s not all drill halls on a wet Thursday evening... 


• Local colour - Royal Naval Reservist POWSA Janice Scott, of HMS Flying Fox , takes in the culture of Singapore during the Ocean Wave deployment 

Alt pictures by LAiPHQT} Dave Coombs. 


Total commitment 
from part-timers 


REALLY Not Required? Rest 
and Recuperation? 

Royal Naval Reservists have 
heard many versions of the title, 
and would probably have some¬ 
thing to say on the subject if they 
weren’t working - and playing - so 
hard. 

In fact. Rest and Recuperation is one 
of the last items on the reservist's agen¬ 
da. as their commitment to the Navy 
can take up a good deal of their 
evenings, weekends and annual leave. 

Until 1994, the RNR was geared to pro¬ 
vide a dedicated force of minesweepers in 


times of crisis, hut with the new world order 
the RNR has started to adapt to new roles. 

The new RNR is both more flexible, and 
more integral to the Navy 's needs, than ever 
before, and reservists today have greater 
opportunities to work alongside their 
Regular counterparts, often in ships far from 
home. 

Ceiling 

The RNR has a ceiling of 3,500 members, 
a ltd currently stands at around 2,700, of 
whom nearly a third are former RN officers 
and ratings. 

Alt RNR branches are potentially sea¬ 
going. but l,bOO have regular sea going com¬ 
mitments in operations, amphibious warfare, 
mine warfare and communications branches. 


There is also an increasing likelihood of 
logistics and medical branch personnel get¬ 
ting their feet wet. 

The Royal Marines Reserve, administered 
by HORM, augments 3 Commando Brigade. 

So what does the RNR offer to someone 
with time to spare and commitment to the 
cause? 

Training in many skills is carried out 
throughout the f leet and at shore bases, and 
high standards are expected of reservists. 

Opportunities exist for reservists to 
relieve “stretch" by filling posts that would 
otherwise lie vacant for some lime, or by 
boosting a ship's company or exercise staff 
during deployments. 

Around 170 reservists will have taken part 
in Ocean Wave 97 - some on the Royal 


Yacht - by the lime the ships return in the 
summer, and the list of places visited by 
reservists on this and other deployments 
reads like the index page of an exotic holi¬ 
days brochure. 

All that and you get paid as well, not to 
mention the bounty. 

Daily rales of pay range From £35 to £1 HI 
for officers, £22-£56 for ratings, and annua! 
bounties can be of up to £900. 

Travel and other allowances are paid; in 
return you will probably have to commit 
yourself to 12 days operational training and 
12 days support activity a year - and drill 
nights count as a quarter day of support 
activity each, 

RNR volunteers must be between lb and 
33. or for ex-RN ratings, 43, 


Double lives - pages 20,21; Seeing the world - page 22 
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THREE women from a 
building society wanted to 
put some spice into their lives 
- and found that the RNR 
could provide ii , 

Alison Prower, Gail Lawson 
;md Surah Prosser alt joined ihe 
Communications Branch, and 
are known at HMS Forward in 
Birmingham as (he Spice Girls, 
"We all work at the Halifax 
Building Society and enjoy our 
jobs a great deal. However, we 
wanted To try something different, 
something new - we wanted an 
extra interest which we could all 
do together as friends,” said Gaik 
"We saw an advert to join the 
Royal Naval Reserve and thought 
that nothing ventured, nothing 
gained and that we would give It a 
try. And what a good decision that 
it turned out to be!" said Alison, 


"We’ve met lots of new r peo¬ 
ple from all over the country and 
have had some really fun week¬ 
end training. And I know that it's 
helped me a lot in my regular 
work, too." 

The trio are now looking fbr- 
ward to their two weeks of train¬ 
ing at the Royal Navy’s New Entry 
Training Establishment at HMS 
Raleigh, near Plymouth, which 
they will undertake later this year. 

"Ii sounds a bit like hard work, 
but good fun, too. The Navy seems 
u> encourage you to work hard 
and play hard, too," said Sarah. 

"That s fine with us - we can 
handle that sort of thing." 

"If you are looking for that 
extra spice in your life then come 
and visit the Royal Naval 
Reserve I'm sure you won't be 
disappointed," said G ail. 


- i KtKWARD 


True confec 
of RM rese 


THINK YOU’RE 
GOOD ENOUGH 
FOR THE NAVY? 
WELL, DON’T 
GIVE UP 
YOUR DAY JOB. 

The hours are part-time but the commitment isn’t. 
Serve with the Hoy a! Navy Reserve and you could soon 
find yourself manning a frigate in gale force winds, or 
scanning a radar for enemy craft. 

For the few hours a week you give up, you’ll gain much 
more. You’li have the benefit of thorough training, on 
both land and sea. You can specialise in any area, from 
seaman to medic. And if you really impress, you'll 
have the chance to rise up through the ranks. 

This isn't playing at being in the Navy. Like any 
important job, you'll he paid for being a reservist. 

You could even qualify for an annual tax-free bounty 
of up to £900. So make the most of your free time. Send 
off the coupon or Call us now on 0345 300 123, 


READY TO TAKE YOU ON, AND ON, 


The Hoys! Naval Reserve is looking for men and women to fill 
vacancies now. Find out more at your local Jobcentre or send 
to: The Royal Navy and Royal Marines Careers Service, Dept 
{AS98332), FREEPOST 4333, Bristol BSl 3XY. No stamp 
needed, h ttp; -V w w w roy al - navy, mod. uk 

Name (Mr* Mrs, Miss)__ 

Address ______ 


Postcode_Date of birth- --- , 

Telephone. ---. ---- 

We are equal opportunities employers under the Race Relations Act and 
welcome enquiries and application* from all ethnic group* Normally 
you should have been a UX resident for the paai five years- 


• Putting pen to paper - from left, Commanding Officer 
Cdr Kevin Kinsetia, new entry James Go van and Chief 
Wren Pat Prior, alt of HMS King Alfred, Portsmouth, sign 
up to the Reserve Forces Act 1996 . 

Signing up 
to new law 


RESERVISTS have been 
signing up to a new law 
which came into force at 
the beginning of April. 

The Reserve Forces Act 
1996 - RFA 96 - is a major 
change from previous leg* 
islation, Ironing out varia¬ 
tions between the forces. 

Other aspects are new. 
In addition to call-out in 
times of national danger, 
or an attack on the UK, or 
when "warlike operations" 
are in preparation, there is 
now a call-out power to 
support armed forces who 
are engaged In disaster 
relief or the protection of 
life or property, anywhere 
In the world. 

RFA 96 brings greater 
flexibility in that reservists 
can take on full-time 
reserve duties for various 
periods, and there are new 
categories identified in 
High Readiness Reserves 


(those with skills in short 
supply who may agree to 
an increased liability to 
call-outj and Sponsored 
Reserves, designed to 
cover contractors who 
may be needed to carry 
out work under opera¬ 
tional circumstances. 

There are increased safe¬ 
guards to protect the rela¬ 
tionship between reservists 
and their employers. 

Members of the reserve 
forces on March 31 this 
year, and members of the 
regular Services on the 
same date who subse¬ 
quently transfer to the 
reserves, can claim transi¬ 
tional status and opt to 
remain under call-out rules 
of the previous Act, RFA 80. 

But transitional status 
ends if they re-enlisf, re¬ 
engage, extend their ser¬ 
vice or become officers 
after April 1 this year. 


R<^AL 

NAVAL 

RESERVE 


Derek’s day 
dream to mos 
suited to it - w) 
Marines he wj 
bronze medals 
culinary com pi 
"I am very! 
allows me to a 
that I develops 
“The Marin 
day I joined ov> 
continue to ch* 
"J have been 
lucky stars lhai 


Life is sweet for the man from the chocolate 
company who is still making an impression in the 
military sphere, 

Derek Harvey has a day job as demonstration man¬ 
ager at Cadbury World at BourneviNc - and in his 
spare time he is in charge of running the Royal 


Marines Reserve u 
Before joining t! 
years in the regulai 
"I had really enj> 
led ready to leave 
knowledge and exp 
youngsters,' 1 sa 
Thai is exaci 
sergeant major 
"I’m respan! 
Kalian iind ph> 
do in the unit £ 
- 1 love it," he: 

"We are a! 
recruits Tor the 
thing special oi 


• Life is so & 
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Options 


Forward’s Spice Girts 
- (above, from left) Sarah 
Prosser ; Atison Prower t 
and Gait Lawson take 
shelter in Birmingham f 
and (right) Alison, Sarah 
and Gait in uniform at 
HMS Forward. 
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A CHARTERED surveyor from the 
Midlands was looking for some 
adventure in his life to complement 
the responsibility of his civilian 
career. 

It seemed u> Robert Jaffier that the 
Royal Navaj Reserve offered the best 
chance of providing the extra he was 
looking for - and seven years on he has 
no regrets in joining up. 

Robert has a postgraduate diploma 
in Management Studies and is currently 
a development officer for urban renew - 
a I and urban regeneration for 
Birmingham City Council. 

Socially 

1 iis civilian job requires him to work 
hard at ensuring areas of the city which 
are in need ol redevelopment socially, 
economically and educationally are 
able to attract new business, and that 
appropriate resources can be targeted 
to upgrading housing as necessary', 

■ t wanted adventure and travel, as 
well as to meet new people and to 
learn some new skills," said Robert. 
“And that is exactly what has hap- 
| pened. 1 have learnt to manage an 
interesting hobby, which has led to 
increased personal self-development, 
which in turn has helped me both in 
my professional and social life. 

“I have worked and played hard in 
the Reserves, but have gained a 
tremendous amount, both in person¬ 
al fulfilment and just simple fun." 


• Masked warrior - a reservist from the RMR Tyne unit on cold 
weather training in Norway , 


• Military polish - AB Robert 
Jaffier (left) of NMS Forward 
in Birmingham ensures the 
establishment s bell is in 
pristine condition 


Adventure 

guaranteed 


• Rank and files - Robert 
ploughs through his work 
with Birmingham City Council 
(right). 


THOSE who are particu¬ 
larly keen on a challenge 
may prefer to Join the 
Royal Marines Reserve. 

The Royals - the RN’s 
amphibious infantry - will 
train you In subjects such as 
weapon handling, field craft, 
signals, tactics and physical 
fitness. 

Your task would then be to 
support the regular Royal 
Marines using whatever 
skills you bring to the job ~ 
and whatever skills you pick 
up through training. 

Opportunities exist for 
reservists to specialise after 
a year or so, popular fields 
being landing craft skills, 
cold weather warfare and ski 
instructor. 

There is a wide range of 
specialisations, including 
parachutist, swimmer* 
canoeist, physical training or 
drill instructor, heavy 
weapon specialist, small 
arms instructor, assault 
engineer, signaller, coxswain 
of a landing craft or assault 
boat, driver or chef. 

The reservist normally 
commits one night a week to 
training, with additional 
weekends at training areas 


such as Otterburn, Dartmoor, 
Long mo or or Senny bridge. 

Each new recruit also 
attends two two-week cours~ 
es at the Commando Training 
Centre in Devon, and if he 
passes the Commando 
course he wins the coveted 
green beret. 

To join the RMR you need 
to be between 17 and 30 
years old and reasonably fit. 

Recruits are paid at around 
regular Royal Marines rates 
for the days they spend in 
training, and receive an 
allowance to cover expenses 
such as travel. 

There is a tax-free bounty, 
which can amount to several 
hundred pounds, at the end 
of each year of satisfactory 
service. 

As well as training, over* 
seas travel, and an opportu¬ 
nity for adventure, there Is 
also the chance for promo¬ 
tion - most RMR officers are 
drawn from the ranks. 

It is possible to get as far 
as commanding your own 
unit, as a lieutenant colonel, 
and officers can also train for 
a variety of specialisations 
such as forward air con¬ 
trollers, landing craft officers 
or liaison officers. 


RMR CITY of LONDON: 2 Old Jamaica Road, 
Bermondsey, London SE16 4AN, tel 0171 237 
4331/2. Detachments In Portsmouth, Henley, 
Chatham. 

RMR SCOTLAND: 37-51 Birkmyre Road, Govan, 
Glasgow G51 3JH, tel 0141 445 6020. Detachments 
in Glasgow, Greenock, Dundee and Edinburgh. 

RMR BRISTOL: Dorset House, Litfleld Place, Bristol 
BS8 3NA, tel 0117 973 3523/3267. Detachments in 
Bristol, Plymouth, Lympstone, Cardiff and Poole. 

RMR MERSEYSIDE: South Atlantic Building, Viftoria 
Dock, Birkenhead, Merseyside L41 1EG, tel 0151 
647 6346/7815 “ ' ‘ : 


Detachments in Merseyside, 
Rochdale and Birmingham. 

RMR TYNE: Anzlo House, Quayside, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne NE6 1BU, tel 0191 224 0550* 
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S3AVY NEWS, JUNE TO7 


Part-time globetrotters 



• Life's a beach for these reservists, who are pictured taking a break fom their Ocean Wave duties in Singapore. Seen above are (back 
row, from left): CPO Gee (HMS Cambria), PO Wren Penfold (Vivid), Lt Cdr Hubber (Flying Fox), PO Wren Jones (Cambria) and PO Evans 
(Northwood). Front row, from left: LCK Barrowcliff (Eaglet), CK Porter (Flying Fox), AB Burton (President) and LWTR Jones (Cambria). 

• Pictured right, checking out the local attractions, is A B Paul Burton, from HMS President in London. 







HMS CALLIOPE (Newcastle): South Shore Rd, 
Gateshead NE8 2BE, tel 0191 477 2536. 

HMS CAMBRIA (Cardifl): Hayes Point, Sully, Sth 
Glamorgan CF6 2XU, tel 01446 744044. 

HMS CAROLINE (Belfast): BFPO 806, tel 01232 
739880. 

HMS DALRIAOA: Navy Bdngs, Eldon St, 
Greenock PA16 7SL, tel 01475 724481 ex 4229. 
HMS EAGLET: Princes Dock, Liverpool L3 OAA, 
tel 0151 236 7377. 

HMS FLYING FOX: Winterstoke Rd, Bristol BS3 
2NS, tel 0117 966 8667. 

HMS FORWARD: 10-20 Sampson Rd, Birminghai 


B11 1BD, tel 0121 773 8008. 

HMS KING ALFRED: Fraser Bdng, Whale Island, 
Portsmouth P02 8ER, tel 01705 547457. 

HMS NORTHWOOD: Brackenhilt House, The 
Woods, Northwood, HA6 3EX, tel 01923 838480. 
HMS PRESIDENT: 72, St Katherine’s Way, London 
El 9UQ, tel 0171 480 7219. 

HMS SCOTIA: Hilton Rd, Rosyth, Fife KY11 2XT, 
tel 01383 425794. 

HMS SHERWOOD: Chalfont Drive, Nottingham 
NG8 3LT, tel 0115 929 6373. 

HMS VIVID: Mount Wise, Devonport, Devon PL1 
4JJ, tel 01752 501246. 
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Han to save mosaics 


Reservists see how they measure up to fife on flagship 


Tall order tor 
Victory team 

Peter Tosh's colleagues believe he has 
finally found his niche in life. 

That’s because he can go about his work 
with a good deal more confidence than broth¬ 
ers Tony and Darren Fitzpatrick, who can 
expect some bruising to the head in the next 
three months. 

Peter is 5ft Sin tali, Tony is 6ft Sin, and Darren 
6ft 6in, and the three, from the Royal Naval 
Reserve unit of HMS Eaglet in Liverpool, are 
spending the summer working among the low 
beams of HMS Victory in Portsmouth, 

A fourth member of Eaglet, Lt Simon Lewis, 
is making a little piece of history - he is the first 
reservist to take up the position of First 
Lieutenant on the Trafalgar veteran. 

Chemicals 

Lt Lewis (33), from Manchester, spent ten 
years in the chemicals industry before acting 
as a full-time reservist since 1995, 

One of the first jobs in his two-year stint in 
Victory was to fill some short-time gaps on the 
ship, and he had no hesitation in looking to his 
RNR unit for the right men. 

So up stepped PO{S) Peter Tosh (40), who 
had been searching for work as an electrician 
before taking up this post, POSA Tony 
Fitzpatrick (29), a graduate engineer, and PMSA 
Darren Fitzpatrick (21), who alms to go into 
nursing when his time on Victory Is over. 

The three men will be undertaking general 
ship and ceremonial duties on board. 

All three hall from Liverpool, and Tony claims 
his interest In the Victory started when his 
father bought him an Airflx model of the ship 
many years ago. 



• Measuring up - Lt Simon Lewis checks how PO(S) Peter Tosh measures 
up against Darren (left} and Tony Fitzpatrick. PktormLwnrn Penny r&ykx. 


EXPERTS have been called in to help 
work out a way of saving a series of 
large mosaics in a former Royal 
Marines garrison church, soon to be 
converted into residential apartments. 

The church of St Andrew s, in whin was 
once Eastney Barracks in Portsmouth, is 
decorated internally with 2(1 mosaics, each 
6ft by 2f| wide. Each has a religious ihcme 
with a plaque commemorating Royal 
Marines heroes, including the Corps' VC 
winners. 

Removal of the facings is being pro¬ 
posed by members of EAGER - 
Exploratory Attempt to use Garrison 
Church by Eastney Residents. With the co¬ 
operation of the housing association which 
bought the site, they hope to transfer arte¬ 
facts from St Andrew's to the restored 
Naval church of St Agatha’s in ihc centre 
of Portsmouth, 

Beautiful 

EAGER chairman Keith Stoneman told 
Navy News: ‘The mosaics are absolutely 
beautiful. 

‘ However, we don't know who made 
them or what technique was used. We Ve 
called in an expert company to produce a 
technical report on the feasibility of 
removing them,” 

The church was built and dedicated in 
the early 1900s T and Mr Stoneman believes 
ihc mosaics were probably added after 
World War 1, 

“It will probably cost a few 1 thousand to 
move them, hut EAGER would be able to 
pay for that from its funds ” he said. 

The memorial rose garden in the former 
barracks may also he affected by develop¬ 
ment, and EAGER is planning a symbolic 
transfer of earth from there - where many 
Royal Marines’ ashes have been scattered 

to the RM Museum’s memorial garden. 

Mr Stoneman is trying to build up a list 
of those whose ashes have been interred in 
the rose garden so that their names may he 
added to the museum's roll of honour. He 
asks anyone with information should write 
to him at 4 Harvey House, Gunners Row r , 
Portsmouth, Hants. 


Gibraltar 
health trial 

THERN Hospital, Gibraltar, 
is to be sealed down during a 
nine-month trial when hospital 
treatment will he provided by 
the Gibraltar Health Authority 
(GHA). 

The Defence Secondary Care 
Agency has announced that UK 
servicemen and dependents will 
he treated at the eivilian St 
Bernard’s Hospital, for which 
Gibraltar will he paid. 

During the trial, which start¬ 
ed on May 5, some UK medical 
sen ice and civilian staff w ill 
work within ihe GHA, hut 
there will he no redundancies. 

A surgical theatre and day 
ward will he retained for use by 
the Services and local civilians a! 
the Royal Naval I losphal under 
the auspices of Ihe til IA 

New home 
for window 

A STAINED glass window 
from a military chapel in Hong 
Kong has heen presented lo 
the Missions to Seaman. 

The window, from the Holy 
Trinity Chapel in the Prince of 
Wales Barracks, formerly 
HMS Tamar, will he installed 
in the chapel of the new I long 
Ko ng M ari n ers Cl ub, 

Yacht aided 

A STRICKEN yacht has been 
assisted by a Navy destroyer, 

HMS Liverpool was on her 
way to the Caribbean when she 
diverted lo aid the Maritza* 
which was unable to hoist sails 
or reslari the engine. 

Engineer PC) Steven Hay ter 
hoarded the yacht, off 
Cornwall, and diagnosed dirt 
in the fuel system, which he 
bled and fixed. 

Liverpool returns to the UK 
in December. 


Last Hunt caught 


Airline chefs step in 


THE ONLY Hunt-class 
ship to have missed out 
on fishery protection 
duly has been netted. 

Mine countermea¬ 
sures vessel HMS 
At h e rs ton e has n o w 
hoisted the blue and yel¬ 
low pennant of the 
Fishery Protection 
Squadron and joined sis¬ 
ter ships Chiddingfold, 
Berkeley and Dulverton 
on patrol. 

Although they retain 


full mine warfare capa¬ 
bility, ships of the First 
and Second MCM 
Squadrons augment the 
Offshore Patrol Vessels 
of the Fishery Protection 
Squadron for up to 15 
months. 

The Hunt-class ships 
mainly patrol the coastal 
waters of England and 
Wales, checking the 12- 
milc limit. 

HMS Alherstone has 
relieved HMS Hurworth. 


THE LAST members 
of the Hong Kong 
garrison are to be fed 
by German airline 
chefs. 

Lufthansa Sky 
Chefs are to produce 
meals specially for 
the British forces for 
the last week of June, 
allowing the British 
military kitchens to 
be scrubbed clean in 
preparation for the 


handover to the 
Chinese forces. 

British-style meals 
will be prepared in 
bulk and transported 
in insulated contain* 
ers to the Prince of 
Wales Barracks and 
Stonecutters Island. 

The German cater¬ 
ers already supply 
meals to the RAF. 

O The Incredible 
Shrinking Garrison - 


Tribute paid to lost submariners 



• Mysterious wreck - HAfS Vandal pictured with her original pennant number while on trials. 

Memorial cairn unveiled 


A MEMORIAL to the submariners who died 
while testing a new vessel during the war has 
been unveiled on the Isle of Arran. 

The ceremony was attended by Larry Gaines, the 
only survivor From the HMS Vandal - he was placed 
sick ashore just before the submarine sailed. 

Vandal and her crew of 36 were lost while exercising 
in the Firth of Clyde while on initial sea trials after 
being built by Vickers in Barrow, 

After Vandal had sailed on February 24 1943, a 
smoke candle - a signal of distress - was seen in the 
area of Lochranza Bay, but despite a thorough search 
no sign was found of the missing submarine. 

Her final resting place remained a mystery until 
1994 when a Navy minehuntcr, HMS Hurworth, found 
her in 90 metres of water lying at an angle of 30 
degrees from the vertical on her port side. 

And now, 54 years on, her final resting place is 
marked hy a two-ton memorial cairn, donated hy Co¬ 
op monumental masons in Glasgow, and placed at 
Lochranza overlooking the spot where she sank. 

Mr Gaines, now 74, attended the unveiling and ded¬ 
ication of the memorial hy Flag Officer Submarines, 
Rear Admiral James Perowne, 


A ferry carrying the official party stopped above the 
wreck, now a war grave, to allow a wreath to be laid. 
HM Submarine Triumph was in attendance. 

"It s an eerie feeling being the sole survivor," said 
Mr Gaines, who lives in Perth. 

“I became great friends with three or four other 
lads who joined the sub at Barrow to sail for Dunoon 
lo commence trials. 

Lockers 

“But at the last moment I had a pain in my ears and 
1 was sent to sick bay with an ear infection. My ham¬ 
mock and kit bag must still he in one of the lockers,” 

The memorial was the idea of Dave Barlow, secre¬ 
tary of the Scottish branch of the Submarine Old 
Comrades’ Association, who said: ”Wc are at last able 
to honour their hitherto unmarked contribution to the 
war effort, 

“We have never forgotten them - and now there will 
be a focal point overlooking the site at which the pub¬ 
lic can pause for a moment and T if they wish, reflect on 
the tragedy.” 

Although the 740-ton boat has been found, there 
are still no dues as to why she sank. 



The Support Services Division of Short Brothers PLC, a part pf the Bombardier 
Services Group , has over 2,500 employees based in the United Kingdoj) and the 
Middle East dealing with all aspects of aerospaee&nd defenbe contract support. 


CAREERS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


£20,500 PA TAX FREE 


We are always interested in hearing from specialists experienced m maintenance of: 

FAST JET OR ROTAftY AIRCRAFT 

VEHICLE OR COMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT . 

.. 

Specifically your experience should include one mf the 
following areas: ^ * 

* Airframes/Propulsion (Fixed/Rotary Wing) * Avionics 

* Aircraft Electrical & Instruments * Armaments 

* Ground Electronics (Vehicle/Man Portable Comms, 
Airfield Aids) ” 

■ Technical Instructors (in the above trades) 

We also need specialists in Quality Assurance and 
Technical Control. 

These positions are unaccompanied, but may be 
accompanied at own expense , and often 

* excellent tax free salaries * free air conditioned 
accommodation * generous holidays and free return 
holiday flights to the UK - orequivafent (air fare cost). 
You should be physically fit and enjoy working in a 
hot climate. 

/rtferesfed? Then contact us, quoting reference 092 1 on 
(01202) 365220 for an application form , or send your CV 
fo, the Recruitment Manager, Support Services Division, 
Short Bros PLC, Bournemouth International Airport , 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 6NW, 


SHORTS 


p The recruitment team vuill&e delighted 
to meet you do station at 

RNAS Culdrose 
Thursday 12 Juno 09:00-16:00 

and at the 

| Falmouth Beach Resort Hotel 
* Friday 13 June 10:00-20:00 and 
Saturday 14 June 10:00-16:00 


Support Services 
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At Your Service 



Calling Old Shipmates 


Duke Crute and Dinger Bell: Mr H M 

Galley, 47 Church Path. Deal. Kent, CT14 
9TH (01304 374789) seeks the two ship 
males who were with him in HMS 
WooObndge Haven 1947-48 

HMS Ganges classes M1/2Q2, 1945: 
Geoff Bray and Chris Walklett would like to 
hear Irom any ex-communicators with a view 
to a reunion. Call 01329 312068 or 0170S 
594431. 

HMS Ganges, class 391 h 1961-62, 

Collingwood Drv (signalmen) contact Dave 
Brighton, Dalchets, 180 Medslead Rd« 
Beech, Hants., GU34 4UA(0142Q 563944). 

HMS Whhesand Bay Association seeks 
anyone who served m her in 1945-56 
Contact Geo If Nightingale, 268 Galley Hill, 
Gaderbridge, Hemel Hempstead, Herts , 
HP1 3LD (01442 63405) 

HMS St George, Oct, 1947 entry 
(Forecastle Div. under PQ Spears), particu 
tarty Ben Draper, Ronnie Apps, K. Mortimer 
and Gunner Knight. Contact A R Coleman. 
50 Silver Gdns, Belton, G1 Yarmouth, 
Nortolk. NR31 9PD. 

Jack Spencer (HMY Britannia, HMS 
Lynx, retinue ol Admiral Henderson) is 
sought by ex CROCK E Ripley, RNA 
Bloxwich Branch, Cahess House, 120 
Elmore Green Rd, Bloxwich, Walsall, W 
Midlands. WS3 2HS. 

Nuclear bomb tests: Mat! Clapham. 9 
Aston Place, Riehmpnd/Nelson. N. Zealand 
seeks into lo help him in pension claim as a 
result of possible lii-health due to nudear 
bomb lest He seeks anyone who remem¬ 
bers being present for a test explosion in the 
area of Christmas is. and/or who served in 
HMS Devonshire 1949-50. HMS Loch Irish 
1950 52 and HMS Euryalus 1953-54. 

Simmo Simmons who lived in 
Wordsworth SI, Hove - or info aboul him - is 
sough! by Roy Ticehurst. IS Barley Close, 
Southgate. Crawley, Sussex, RHtQ 6BA 
(01293 512014). Roy and Simmo joined 
HMS Royal Arthur together as signalmen in 
1942 

42 Cdo RM 1946-51 Members who 
served al Shandur Camp. Egypt; Whitfield 
Barracks, HK, or Tanjong Rambatan, 
Malaya, are sought by J. G Sutherland 
(01633 676245) wilh a view to a reunion. 

HMS Dainty Association seeks 'lost 
oppos Contact Peler J, Hillman, 15 Ea$l 
Mead, Pagham, Bognor Regis. W Sussex. 
R021 4GT (01243 265901) 

HMS Drake racing cutter crew 1939. S. 
C. Hayward. 15 Sandy Lane. ScaHord, nr 
Mellon Mowbray. Leics., LEI4 4DS, was a 
member of the crew who won Ihe three-mile 
race in Plymouth Regatta and has a photo ol 
them wilh the silver oar Irophy. He and 
another crew member. Frank Whittington, 
would like lo get in touch with Ihe others who 
survive. 


HMS Royalist: There are 36 ex-ship- 
mates in touch. Others contact Bill Brownlie 
(01506 4415401 or George Craddock (0121 
458 5621}. 

HMS Alnwick Castle: Officers and men 
who are not members ot Ihe Russian Convoy 
Club, contact Ted Hartand on 01262 606797 
with a view to a reunion next year. 

806 Squadron, HMS Glory: Roy Snook 
(01443 437056} seeks Derek (Lofty) Bush of 
Newcastle, and Michael Jones of Ihe 
Midlands. 

Harry Goss: Ex shipmates ol his when 
he was married in 1947, are asked to contact 
his son, Paul, at 10 Oaks Rd Cheriton, 
Folkestone, Kent CT2C 3JY (01303 276000) 
who is trying to arrange a surprise golden 
wedding anniversary party lor his parents. At 
Ihe time Harry was a cock (baker) at 
Chatham Naval Base and later joined HMS 
Woodbridge Haven. 

HMS Myngs 1944-54: Alec Bemasconi 
(01705 662487) and Pete Ackroyd (01934 
822207) are seeking shipmates with a vtew 
lo a reunion and forming of an assooation. 

HMS Brighton 1977-81: Ex Brightens 
are asked to contact Steve (Tiny) Wiseman, 
4 Norwood Grove, Heaton, Bolton, BL1 40N, 
with a view lo a reunion. 

Bob Roe (or Rowe) ol 4 Mess. HMS 
Venerable 1945-46 is sought by Bernard 
(Brum) Alikins (01827 267283) and Pete 
Pattenden 

HMS Unicom Association seeks Peter 
Higgins. Les Wilkinson and Curly Bums of 
the second commission. Call Trevor Coles on 
01869 245144, or Boz on 01442 255821 

HMS Cossack Association seeks ship¬ 
mates who served in LQ3 or D57 as new 
members. Contact George Toomey, 164 
Bebington Rd, Rock Ferry, Birkenhead, L42 
4QE (0151 6453761) 


Reunions 


TRAFALGAR DAY 

Mini Cruise to Spain 
{Departing Oct 18th.) 

Traditional Gala Dinner 
with wine, berth in a 2 
berth cabin and 'Splice the 
Mainbrace’ on a cruise to 
Santurtzi for only.. £85 

Harry Mitchell Seaunions 

PO Box 86 Southsea POS 3DX 

01705 830158 


VANCOUVER - MAY 1998 

RCNA 43rd ANNUAL REUNION 

Includes Return Airfare - 4day Cruise in Vancouver 
4nights Vancouver - 7 nights Rockies Tour 

(Limited availability - To reserve place must book before end June 97) 

For further Details Contact: 

JA Claxton, Maestro Travel, 32 Hanover Street, 
Liverpool, LI 4AATel: 0151 707 1234 

* Retail Agenl for ATOL2718* 



THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Majtsiy The Qu«n 

ARNO, the Officers' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving and 
Retired Commissioned Officers of Lhe RN, RM, WRNS, QARNNS and their 
Reserves. 

Formed in 1925, ARNO’s primary purpose is lo assist Members including 
Honorary Members (the widows of former members) wilh grants and bursaries 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £2 million, wherever there is a need. 

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual 
subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: * AuUmiuhilt 
Association Membership al less than half price in many cases * House Purchase 
Generous cash payments with mortgage and with Life Assurance, and competitive 
conveyancing costs. * Legal, Financial and MrrtfcaJ Consultations al free or 
favourable rates * Trade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur¬ 
ance, travel, holds, clothing and hirewear. ear hire, medical, jewellery and many 
more. A List of Members and a high quality interesting colour Year Book are 
issued, and ARNO organises * Regional Social Fund inns and Group Holidays * 
A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays * 
Mail redirection * Swords and uniform item* for sale * m ARNO credit card. 
For membership £kaH.fom|iklt Jb_eitgj__ 

To: Lr LYm 1 M P Coomiils RN, ARNO. 70 POROHESTHi TtE, London W2 3TP 
Please send me delays and a mean heirship application form 




Navy News 
back issues 

NAVY NEWS is seeking 
certain back issues of the 
paper to complete an 
archive. 

We have a complete set of 
editions In bound volumes, 
which will soon also be kept on 
microfilm for ready reference. 
However, our past editions 
increasingly are being regard¬ 
ed as historical documents, 
and so we wish to have anoth¬ 
er complete set bound and 
sealed for preservation pur¬ 
poses. 

We already have most 
copies of an additional set, but 
there are many missing num¬ 
bers, and we would greatly 
appreciate the help of our read¬ 
ers in obtaining them. 

We would welcome any 
unwanted issues you may still 
have. We are particularly inter¬ 
ested in the following editions: 

All issues up lo and includ¬ 
ing March 1959. Additionally, 
we are missing the July 1975 
and the November 1979 issues. 

Please send them to: Sue 
Sullivan, Navy News, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants. 
POI 3HH. 


JUNE 

HMS Auckland, Tobruk 1941: Act Ol 

remembrance, 1400 an 21st al Naval War 
Memorial. Southsea Details: J Bennett on 
01705 379730. 

JULY 

Commando Sqns and HQ Commando 
Aviation annual Junglta cocktail party at 
1900, 11 lh at Sherborne Castle. Fireworks & 
music. Bring own picnic. Requests with Mess 
no. and address to XTPO, 848 NAS. RNAS 
Yeovilton on 01935 456715 or 456013, 

HMS Mermaid reunion at WO & Snr 
Rates Mess, HMS Dolphin cm 12tfi. Contact 
J. Andersen, 25 Sprmgwood Rd, 
Scawthorpe, Doncaster, S. Yorks. DN5 HT9 
(01302 784946) 

Seaman Specialist Comrades Assoc¬ 
iation mid-year round up on 12th al Rossario 
Room. Fort Blockhouse, HMS Dolphin (b b-q 
etc). Details: Snowy or WO Vic Vance (work¬ 
ing hours) on 01705 726579, 

HMS Newcastle reunion on 20th-22nd al 
Royal Reel Club. Devonport, to celebrate 
SOth anniversary ol start ot two-year commis¬ 
sion with 1st Cruiser Squadron. Contact Les 
Smith, 26 St Oswalds Park. Dunham on 
Trent, Newark, Nolls.. NG22 DUB (01777 
226666) 

816 Naval Air Squadron (Swordfish) 
1942 44 reunion lunch on 24th. Contact Jack 
Durban, 35 Salisbury Rd, Herne Bay, Kenl 
CT6 6JH (01227 361462) 

HMS Fisgard All Apps. Sept 47 entry. 
Reunion on 27th Contact John Leigh. The 
Cobblers. Binfteld Heath. Henley-on- 
Thames, Gxon , RG9 4ED (0118 9474659). 




Over to You 


HMS Illustrious sailors who were quar¬ 
tered al Swift Creek Park, Virginia, during 
ship's refit in USA in 1941 are sought by Ray 
Daniels (Chaplain and founder of 397th 
Bomb Group Association), 426 Grove Ave, 
Petersburg, VA 23803, USA. He is research¬ 
ing Ihe history ot the park 

Naval Review Clyde 1947, Anyone with 
photos please contact Jefl Dadson (ex- 
Stoker, HMS Taciturn). 17 Green Cresc., 
Rowner, Gosport, Hants, POl3 DDL (01329 
313146 

Eric Dodds from Aston under Lyme, 
Lancs., AB in HMS Malaya when ship visited 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, is being sought by 
Arras Weeks, 113 Mary Sl r Apt 309. Picton, 
Ontario, Canada. 

HH fencing: Henry de Silva (ex Navy), 6 
Little Meadow. Andreas. Isle of Man. IM7 
4HY, is seeking articles, stories, jokes, pic- 
lures and results to write a history of the sport 
In the Service. 

HM ships Gipsy, Rlrt p Beaver: Any 

descendants ol men who served in the ships 
1912-19 are sought by J W. Ainsworth, 6 
Mayfield Rd, North End, Portsmouth, Hants., 
PQ2 DRW (01705 670C2) who is trying to till 
gaps in his late father's RN record (reim¬ 
bursement assured). 

Gibraltar sheer legs: Mrs W. J Wheeler, 

9 Jodrell Close, Horndean. Hants , POS 9NH, 
wants to know what the sheer legs were and 
Iheir use She seeks a photograph. She 
believes her father, white serving in HMS 
Grenville, was the Iasi man to climb them 
before they were demolished. 

LI Gordon Hustler RNR killed in action 
on July 13, 1945 white serving in HMS Test; 
Hts nephew, Gordon Adams. 27a Coleman 
Cresc., Melville, Perth 6156, Western 
Australia, seeks information aboul his iate 
unde who also served in HMS Edinburgh in 
1942. 

Relatives sought of Cap! R. A. Trevor 

-. . -and^);-" ' “ 


(CO HM submarines H28 an 


■; Cdr John 


AUGUST 

HMS Brissenden 1948 Association Itfth 
reunion on 2nd at 1230 at RN Engineers 
Benevolent & Memorial Club. Clarence 
Parade. Southsea. Contact C- L Lawrence. 
31 The Limes. Trees Estate, Bleichtey, Milton 
Keynes, Bucks. MK2 2JN (01909 647665). 

HMS Wave Association reunion on 15- 
17th in EdgbaSton, Birmingham. Contact 
Tommy Doolson, 3 Bealey Ave, Radditte. 
Manchester, M26 2QW (0161 796 8857). 

HMS Pheasant 194S46 reunion 29th to 
Sept. 1 at Sinah Warren Holiday Camp, 
Hayling Is, Contact B, Dowdrng, 1 
Oymchurch Close, Clay Hall, ttfixd, Essex 
IG5 0LB (0181 924 9158). 

SEPTEMBER 

HMS Dipmede FI 6 first reunion on 6th in 
Leicester. Details; Jim Fairlie. Netherby 
House, Huncofe Rd. Cruft, Leicester LE9 
3GU (01455 286480). 

HMS Garries K475 and HMS 
Chanticleer reunion al UJC, Waterloo, 
London cm 6lh. Contact Putty Read, 37 
Cottesmore. Bracknell RG12 7YL (01344 
55072). 

HMS Newcastle (52-58) Association 

reunion at RSHC. Portsmouth on 6-7lh. 
Contact Ray Young, 109 Westernmoor. 
Washington, Tyne & Wear, NE37 1LT (0191 
4167959). 

KMS Indomitable reunion at RNA Club, 
Leamington Spa on 12-14lh. Details: 0161 
962 6560 

RM Squads 418, 473 A 490 who trained 
at Deal 50 years ago: Reunion at Royal 
Sailors Home Club, Portsmouth, 13th. (Also 
inviting 464, 956 & 956 Sqds), Details: sae to 
W. Waters. 29 Stanley Grins, Herne Bay, 
Kent CT6 5SQ 

HMS Caprice (World Cruise 1968) 
Association reunion at RNA Tamworth on 
13th. Contact Phil Evans on 0161 681 9044 

Watts NaveL Russel Cotes Nautical 
and Parkslone Sea Training Schools 
reunion at 1230 on 13th al Barkingskte. 
Contact Chairman WPR, PO Box 20, 
Tanners Lane, Barkingside, Essex IG6 1QG. 

HMS Tartar 1939-45 Comms. branch 
union at 1200 on 14lh al Northwick Arms 
Hotel, Evesham. Contact F. Fisher on 0115 
9811676. 

BRNC Dartmouth 1976: Reunion lor all 
whq entered the callage on 15th, 1976, will 
be held on 19th 21st at BRNC. Details: Cdr 
M C. Evans, HMS Birmingham, BFPO 229- 

HMS Formidable Association reunion 
lor weekend beginning 191h at Donmglon 
Thistle Hotel. Castle Doninaton. Details: Mrs 
Betty Smith, 78 Fosseway, System, Leicester, 
LE7 1NE (0116 2694019). 

King Squads 501 8 502 RM 1947-40 
50th anniversary reunion on 19th at Victory 
Club, London. Contact Mick Stacey (Kent] on 
01474 332615, Ted Gunner (Somerset) on 
01623 4600821. or Sandy Powell (Wakefield) 
on 01924 382475. 

HMS Nubian 1964-1966 Commission 

reunion on 19 20th at Trecarn Hotel, 
Babbacombe, Torquay. Contact Jim 
Rotherham. 35 Chesterfield Rd. Eckington, 
Sheffield. S31 9BB (01246 433923). 

RN Boom Defence Ratings reunion in 
Scarborough on I9th 2lst, Contact Aif 
Mumberson on 01302 8MB98 or Lance 
Hollingsworth on 01723 369796. 

HMS Morecambe Bay Association 
reunion at Victory Club. HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth on 20th. Contact G. H Harrison, 
19 Tamella Way. Bailey, Hants., SO30 2NY 
(01489 787111). 

HI*S Alert 1961-63 Commission reunion 
al Leamington Spa on 20th Those not 
already in touch call 01202 462548, 

Aberdeen URNU 31 si anniversary 
reunion on 20th, Contact Aberdeen URNU, 
Gordon Barracks. Bridge of Don, Aberdeen, 
AS 23 BOB (01224 622663) 

Telegraphlsl Air Gunners Association 
50th anniversary reunion al Yeovilton on 
20th-21st. Contact R S. Rolph. S Wesl St. 
Stoke-$ub-Hamdon. Somerset. TA14 6PU 
(01935 822294) 

HMS Wlldgoose Association reunion al 
Royal Fleet Club, Devonport on 25 - 2 B(h. 
Contact K. J Hayes. 10 Stratford Way, 
Titehurst, Reading. RG31 5XT. 

International Association of Airborne 
Veterans first annual reunion (including C 47 
military jump, 25-28th at Tampa, Florida. 
Details: PO Box 340 2568 North Clark St, 
Chicago, IL 60614. USA (001 312 327 3120). 

HMS Renown reunion at Astor Hotel. 
Plymouth on 26-28th. Contact John Roche. 
71 Gtenholl Rd, Glenholl. Plymouth. PL6 7JD 
(01752 775926) 

HMS Woodbridge Haven reunion at 
Royal Sailors Home Club Portsmouth on 26- 
28lh. Contact D. Bishop, Abbey Lodge, Ouarr 
Rd. Bmstead. Isle of Wighl. P033 4EL 


(01983 611207). 

HMS Adamant first reunion at 
Chamwood Hotel, Skegness on 26-29lh 
(three nights - £51). Former T-dass subma¬ 
rine crew members welcome. Contact A. 
Walker on 01228 514570 

Cestte Class Corvette (Frigate) Assoc* 
la lion reunion at Trecarn Hotel. 
Babbacombe, Torquay on 26-29th. Friends 
invited. Send sae lo Stan Taylor, 10 Beech 
Rd, WiftenhalL W Midlands, WV13 300, 
Porlock Bay Association reunion al 
Trecarn Hotel, Babbacombe, Tprquay on 
27th. Details; Bernard Griffiths, 2 
Marlborough Close. Leominster, Hereford¬ 
shire, HR6 BLN (01568 613595). 

River Class Association anniversary at 
1200 on 27lh at RNA Club, Leamington Spa. 
Contact Pater Horrell. Spriddlestene Lodge, 
Wembury Rd Wembury, Plymouth, PL9 0DQ 
(01752 466308). 

OCTOBER 

HMS Cakter (K349) reunion in Salisbury. 
Call Harry Fime on 01 Si 455 9400- 

HMS Cardigan Bay reunion. Contact M 


Byron RNR, tost sn HMS Vallerylield; Ll 
Francis R Broad QBE, RNR, CO of Empire 
Gem in WWH; and of anyone that served in 
H28. Contact D A Feary, 44b North St, 
Stanground, Peterborough, PE2 8HS (07133 
348Tl 6) or the RN Submarine Museum, 
Gosporl, Hants. 

Archbishop Kolgate's (Grammar) 
School, York: Former pupils are invited to the 
annual dinner of the Archbishop Hoigates 
Association in November. Contact Miss 
Taylor. 14 Broughton Way. Osbakfwick, York, 
YOl 3BG (01954 416512) 

Philip Askew, PO Torpedoman in WWIt, 
whose parents came from Birmingham, is 
being sought by his second cousin, R, B. 
Brighton (0121 354 3977). 

RFA Lyness: B. Parker, 370 Greenwood 
Ave, North Hull Estate, Hull, HU66AP (01482 
801765) is seeking former crew members 
from late 1970s when the tanker used to 
berth al Ma/chwood, Southampton. 

HM ships Ausonia, Artlfex Alaunla: P. 
Ryder, whose father served in Ausonia 1944- 
46. plans to build a model of her and seeks 
photos of the ships. Please contact him at 16 
Fonts Hill, Uttteport. Ely, Cambs,, CBS 1PZ 

HUS Aire: P Cockett, 1 Avon Cl, Aucktey, 
Doncaster, DN9 3JG (01302 771460) is writ¬ 
ing a history of the village ol Aucktey over the 
past century and seeks info on HMS Aire, 
which Ihe parish adopted during Warship 
Week in 1942. 

Stephen Davison Bucket!: His grand¬ 
son. Alan Beckett, 25 Centurion Close. 
Cdeshill, Warks.. B46 TUB (01675 465841), 
is seeking information about his grandfather 
who was an AB - possibly an instructor - RN 
College, Osbcme, Isle of Wight in 1920-21. 

Cyril Spencer, who served in the Fleet Air 
Arm in HMS Ark Royal during WWIJ and 
came from S- London, Ls being sought by his 
long-lost friend, L Baxter, 184 Moseley Wood 
Gdns, Cookridge. Leeds, LSI 6 7JE (0113 
293 9749). 


R. Solomons on 01977 676072 or Bob 
Hadketl, Old Coach House. 63A Ouinla Rd. 
Babbacombe. Torquay, 

HMS Wizard, Cadiz mini-reunion, 
Liverpool on 3rd, Send sae with names 
before Sept. 1 lo Darky, 35 Gawswonh Ave, 
Crewe, Cheshire, CW2 8P6. 

HMS Antrim Association reunion and 
AGM at Royal Sailors Home Club, 
Portsmouth on Oct. 3-5 Contact Terry 
Bulling ham on 0121 429 2428 

HM submarines Tireless end Unseen 
meet at SOCA reunion. Fort Blockhouse, 4th. 
Contact David Gilbertson on 01903 246319. 

HMS Vanguard 1945-60 reunion on 4lh 
at Plymouth. Details: Mrs C. Harris, 19 
Tettord Close, Bumtwood, Staffs., WS7 9LO 
(01543 685099) 

HMS Queen Elizabeth reunion at 
Portsmouth on 4th Details: E. Chapman on 
01793 616984 

HMS Curacoa reunion on 4th at RNA 
Club, Awkright St, Nottingham Contact S. 
Dobbs, 52 Hi Drive, Bingham. Notts., NG13 
8GA (01949 839466). 

BN Shipwright Artificers & Artisans 


HMS Sefton: Former member of her 
ship s company who served al D Day is 
seeking info on the assault ship's history up 
to and after she was returned to the USA. He 
is W F. Brain, 159 Peterborough Rd, Leyton, 
London, El 0 6HH. 

HMS Musketeer: In 1943 J. J. Matthews, 
38a Dwyer Rd. OakJands Pte S. Australia 
5047 (e mail - Matthews@senet oom.au), 
was a buoy jumper in Musketeer in Scaoa 
Flow. HMS Tyne limed him at 46 5 secs, lor 
putting two shackles on the buoy ring, and a 
signal went from Tyne to Musketeer which he 
read. He is seeking verification. 

HMS Opportune badge: Ex PO K. 

Bennett. 28 Sedgley Rd, Bournemoulh, 
Dorset, BH9 2JW, has an Opportune badge 
and is willing to give it, for the cost of 
postage, to anyone who served in the 
destroyer or submarine of thal name 

Signal reprimand: Dennis Weeks, 42 
Cotswold St, Carina. Brisbane, Queensland 
4152. Australia, wants to know the origin of 
the practice whereby flagships displayed 
from Iheir Hag-deck, ihe pennant numbers of 
any ship under command thought to have 
been lardy in answering a signal or had 
manoeuvred wrongly. 

HMS Glorious: Elizabeth Coles. 5 St 
Georges Pk. Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 
5NT (01892 528035), whose uncte was an 
officer in the ship, wants to hear from any sun 
vivors of the sinking in 1940, or anyone who 
can tell her about the event 


i Museum's military curator is try^ 
ing to build up a record ot men from Mersea 
Is. who died in WWL The curator - Roger 
Sul ten. Pear Tree Cottage, 15 Colchester Rd, 
West Mersea. Colchester, Essex, CG5 8RS ■ 
is seeking into and photos concerning HM 
ships India. Hannibal, Medusa, Pyramus, 
Agadir; HM trawlers Astor and Strymon: and 
RFA Industry. 


dinner/dance at Portsmouth 
Guildhall on 4th. Bookings: Len Radies on 
01705 752211, Larry Gorsuch on 01705 
737107, or Jim Lovendge, 33 Belvedere Rd. 
Dfbden Purlieu, Hants. 504$ 4NP, 

LCA 524 Flotilla m Empire Arquebus (0- 
Day) - previously LCA 60lh S LCA 10th: 
Reunion on 9th in HQS Wellington. Victoria 
Embankment, Reply to Reg Hodgson. 
Lowridge, Knowl Hill Common. Reading, 
RG10 9YD (01628 822512) 

UNDATED 

521 Squad- RM 50th anniversary reunion 
- contact Jim Green on 01964 533822 

1998 

Ceylon revisited: Seventh annual 
reunion for WWII Forces personnel and 
spouses March 3-19. Contact R. G Harrison, 
Gramerd, Woodland Ave, Hartley. Longfield, 
DA3 7BZ (01474 704619). 

KMS Bermuda 1959 commission: 
Reunion planned for fate April in Torquay. 
Stall ot FOF(H) welcome. Contact Peter 
Rivett on 01803 614596 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 8 


Grumman Wildcat Mk. V in D-Day recognition stripes. 



Grumman Martlet/Wildcat 


ONE OF THE most successful and numer¬ 
ous of World War II naval fighters, the 
Grumman Wildcat, was standard equip¬ 
ment on board the 114 British escort car¬ 
riers that had entered service by VE Day, 

Although American designed and ordered in 
numbers by the USN, the first air arm to take 
delivery of the aircraft was the FAA - five 
months ahead of the Americans, in July 1940. 

Identified in US service as the F4F-3, it was 
not until 1941 that the Americans adopted the 
name Wildcat, by which time the aircraft had 
been dubbed Martlet by the British. 

First in action 

Almost a year before the first US Wildcats 
were in action, shore-based Martlets of 804 
Naval Air Squadron became the first American- 
built fighters in British service to shoot down 
an enemy plane - a Junkers 88 trying to bomb 
the Home Fleet at Scapa Flow. 

An improved version, the Martlet II, entered 
service with the Royal Navy in 1941. It differed 
from the Martlet I in being powered by a Pratt & 
Whitney, instead of a Wright Cyclone engine - 
and having folding wings, enabling it to be 
embarked in carriers. 

The escort carrier HMS Audacity was the 
first to be equipped with the fighters - which 
proved their worth on the ship's first voyage by 
forcing a U-boat to submerge and shooting 
down a Focke-Wulf Condor bomber which had 


been shadowing the convoy. 

The Martlet 111 was similar to the Jl, but had 
fixed wings, while the Martlet IV, delivered from 
1942, had six instead of four machine guns in 
the wings. The Martlet V, which entered service 
in 1943, differed solely in being built by 
General Motors instead of the parent company, 
Grumman. 

A total of over 500 Martlet IV and V fighters 
were built for Britain, some of the later aicraft 
being embarked in fleet carriers, including 
HMS Illustrious for the Salerno landings, and 
HMS Victorious in the Pacific. 

They also participated in the Normandy 
landings, by which time the British had adopt¬ 
ed the US name for the type. The last variant to 
enter service with the FAA was the Wildcat VI, 
with a more powerful Wright Cyclone engine. 
In all more than 1,100 Martlets or Wildcats had 
been built for the Royal Navy T the most numer¬ 
ous - 370 - being the Mk VI. 

Performance 

The Wildcat IV’s maximum speed was 330 
mph at 19,500ft. It had a service ceiling of 
28,000ft, an initial climb rate of 3,300ft a min., 
and a range of 1,150 miles. 

Of all metal, stessed-skin construction, it 
weighed 6,1001b loaded. 

The last Wildcats went out of service with 
the FAA shortly after the war, having equipped 
a total of about 50 Naval Air Squadrons. 
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SPEAKER of the House of 
Commons, Betty Boothroyd, 
reaffirmed her friendship with 
West Bromwich branch by pre¬ 
senting them with two plaques 
of ship's badges to add to their 
large collection. 

They were accepted by 
branch chairman, Shipmate 
Ken H olio way. 

Appropriately the badges 
were of HMS Speaker - a 
wartime escort carrier - and 
HMS Westminster, currently a 
Type 23 frigate. 

Miss Bootbroyd, MP for 
West Bromwich West, was 
making her second visit to the 
RNA club, which celebrates its 
25th anniversary this month. 
Previously she was their guest 
when she took the salute at 
No. 8 Area's Trafalgar parade. 


Week in 1942, has been passed to 
the branch by the council chair¬ 
man, and now has pride of place on 
the wall of the HO. 

Meanwhile, Shipmate E. C. 
Johnson, who compiles the maga¬ 
zine Up Spirits , invites anyone with 
a joke, recipe or story to send them 
to him. 

Members meet at 2000 on the 
third Wednesday of the month at 
Royal British Legion headquarters. 

Wansbeck 

The branch's late president, 
Capt Nick Barker - CO of HMS 
Endurance during the Falklands 
War - was keenly missed when the 
branch marked its 15th anniver¬ 
sary. 

His place at the cake cutting cer¬ 
emony was taken by life member 
Shipmate Joan Venables, assisted 
by Shipmates John Malcolm and 
George Kirsopp. 

A thanksgiving service for Capt 
Barker will be held at 1500 on June 
11 at Southwark Cathedral, 
London. Details from the Royal 
National Mission to Deep Sea 
Fishermen (0171 4875101). 

Wigan 

Trophy at Area No. 10 uckers 
competition was won for the 
branch by Shipmates PO Keith 
Wagstaffe and John Howard. The 
closely fought battle also involved 
Atherton, Lowton and Runcorn 
branches, the latter hosting the 
event. 

Supper was provided by 
Runcorn branch secretary, 
Shipmate John Flickering, and his 
wife. 

City of Ely 

Members of Cambridge, So ham, 
Wisbeek and the Royal Artillery 
Association attended the branch's 
St George's Day dance. Supper was 
provided by the ladies section. 


with the torch. 

In the summer of 1948 the ship 
embarked the Olympic flame at 
Corfu for a night passage to Bari in 
southern Italy. 

“To make the flame more digni¬ 
fied my staff made an "altar out of 
an inverted yardarm group light 
reflector with burner, pipes fitted 
and all polished," recalls Lt Cdr 
Clark. 


"The passage to Bari was heavy 
going in high winds, and 1 did 
worry that the flame might blow 
out - which would he an interna¬ 
tional tragedy/' 

His solution was to extinguish 
the burners for No. I boiler and 
relight them using the Olympic 
flame. 

Fortunately, however, his pre¬ 
cautions were unnecessary. The 
cosseted torch stayed alight. 


He brought with him a photograph 
of a memorial to the Rev. Parker in 
his home town of Paero, New 
Zealand. 

The chaplain went down in HMS 
Prince or Wales in 1941. He 
refused to abandon ship, saying: 
""My place is with the wounded/" 

Woking 

To mark St George’s Day, the 
branch held a buffet dance attend¬ 
ed by 90 shipmates, wives and 
friends. Sea shanties were sung by a 
"scranbag" choir conducted by 
Shipmate Ian Fraser. 

The next day the Mayor and 180 
shipmates attended a commemora¬ 
tive service in St Peter's Church, 
Old Woking. The parade which fol¬ 
lowed was led by the flag of St 
George escorted by 40 standards 
representing RNA branches and 
other ex-Service associations. 

West Bromwich 

Lt Jim Lunn RN, who visited the 
branch with his wife, has written to 
members praising their friendliness 
and comradeship. He recommends 
the club to all those about to leave 
the Service and live in the West 
Midlands. 

Hanworth 

The ladies section, formed a 
year ago, is raising funds for the 
Shooting Star Trust which aims to 
provide a children's hospice in 
West London. The ladies" 
Victorian Music Hall evening 
starred the Gaslight Gaieties and 
featured a hot supper for the 155 
members and guests who formed 
the audience. 

The event raised £1,034 which 
was added to the £60 raised earlier 
this year. 

Redruth & 

Camborne 

Wartime destroyer HMS Shik¬ 
ari's badge plaque, presented to 
the local authority during Warship 


Cardiff 

The untimely death of Shipmate 
Lofty Cobbold, branch chairman 
and president of No.7 Area, denied 
the branch the opportunity of pre¬ 
senting him with the Shipmate of 
the Year award. Instead, he was 
honoured posthumously and the 
award - the Tom and Joan Davies 
Shield - was presented to Lofty's 
widow, Doreen, by the new branch 
chairman, Shipmate Gordon 
Phillips. 

Sherborne 

Members welcomed their new 
president. Rear Admiral Sir John 
Gamier, when he was introduced 
by the chairman. Shipmate Bob 
Dinsdale, Admiral Gamier suc¬ 
ceeds Cdr Alan Pollard, who was 
presented with an inscribed 
decanter and made life vice presi¬ 
dent. 

Chatham 

A World War 11 Naval hero, the 
Rev. Wilfred Parker, was recalled 
when Shipmate Bill Price of the 
Royal Navalmen's Association of 
New Zealand visited the branch. 


Framed Photographs 

Wright & Logan esliw 

20, Queen Street. Portsmouth P013HL 
TIL: 01705 829555 1 FAX; 01705 861694 


FREEiilT-SHIRT! 

ORDERS OF 25 GARMENTS OR MORE 

READY TO bTdEPLOYED IMMEDIATELY! 


HarcreaVes 


PROMOTIONS 
Telephone: 01705 822436 


• NO HIDDEN COSTS • FULLY STOCKED SERVICE • 

• SWEATSHIRTS • T-SHIRTS • POLO SHIRTS • 

• RUGBY SHIRTS • DRILL TOPS AND TRACKSUITS • 

Hargreaves Promotions Ltd., Rodney Road 
Fratton Industrial Estate, Portsmouth, Hants PQ4 8SV 


Branch News 


PICTURE PUZZLE 


WINNER of the Navy News 
Picture Puzzle competition 
in our April issue is Mr. L. R. 
Chivers of Portsmouth. 

He correctly spotted HMS 
Cook, which served as a sur¬ 
vey ship in 1947-68. However, 
she was built as a Bay-class 
frigate, at first being named 
Loch Mochrum. That name was 
changed to Pegwell Bay in 
1944. 

Mr Chivers' reply was cho¬ 
sen at random, and he receives 
our cash prize of E25. A further 


prize is offered for a correct MYSTERY PICTURE 28 

solution to this month's puzzle. 

Name the ship and her purpose ig am e 

in Nava! service. What was her " *..” ‘'. 

original name, and in which 

country was she built? Address...... 

Complete the coupon and send H to 
Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS 
Nelson. Portsmouth POI 3HH. Coupons 

giving correct answers will go into a . .... 

prUe draw to establish a single winner. 

Closing date for entries Is July 15. 

More than one entry can be submitted, 
but photocopies cannot be accepted. Do ii v ancuiAr 

not Include anything else In your enve- answer... 

tope: no correspondence can be entered 
inlo and no entry returned.The winner will 
be announced In our August edition. The 
competition is not open to Navy News 
employees or tin ' 


Rekindling Olympic 
^^■memories 


ALMOST 50 years since a Royal Navy vessel was 
given the task of keeping the Olympic flame burning, 
36 members of her ship's company visited Ports¬ 
mouth to rekindle memories of the time the frigate 
HMS Whitesand Bay brought the torch safely across 
the Adriatic. 


• Shipmate Tom Naish and Cdr Atistair Kennaugh, Executive 
Officer of HMS Temeratre, with the Naval Olympic torch of J946 t 
and a picture of HMS Whitesand Bay. 


In all, 1,600 torches were 
used to carry Ihc Olympic 
flame from Athens to London 
for the 1948 Games, at a time 
when travel overland in 
Europe was prevented by civil 
war in Greece. 

One of them is at HMS 
Temeraire, the Navy's sports HQ in 
Portsmouth. It was presented to 
Temeraire ten years ago by the 
CPO who carried the flame on the 
Torquay -London leg of its 2,000- 
mile journey. 

Although Jhmeraire's torch is 
not thought to be that which was 


embarked in the frigate, if was 
dose enough for the members of 
the Whitesand Bay Association 
who have been trying to find out 
what happened to their torch for 
years. 

With them on the nostalgic visit 
to Temeraire was Shipmate Tom 
Naish, president of Bridgend 
branch. lie and Lt Cdr Leonard 
Clark - the ship's Engineer Officer 
at the time - presented Temeraire 
with a framed print of the 
Whitesand Bay to go on display 
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Education and Courses 



TRAINING 


pitman © 


GET the IT skills 
trahTngcentres anc * qualifications 
you need to suc¬ 
ceed in today’s 
high-tech business 
environment. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 

01705 864699 


42 Arundel Street 
Portsmouth. P01 1NL 


Quality 

Choice 

Flexibility 

Range 

Value 

Commitment 
Personal Development 
Tech Professional 
Comp Accounts 
WP/Spread sheets 
Databases 
DTP/Graphics 
Typing/Shorthand 


Newlands 


An education for life 

Day hoarding for girls and boys 2'/j - IS years 

* Fees in line with the BSA 

* A high percentage of 
FORCES boarders 

* One 21 acre campus 

* High academic standards 
ASA 1996 Best GCSE Results 

* Quality art, drama & music 

* Strong sporting tradition 

* Our DYSLEXIA Centre 
offers specialist teaching 

* Supportive caring family 
atmosphere 



Travel and escort arrangements include airports. Fare ham, 
Romsey, Aldershot, Maidstone and Victoria Station. 

Tel: Susan on (01323) 490000 

for a brochure or to arrange a visit. Fax (01323) 898420 


Newlands School, Eastbourne Road, Scaford, li. Sussex, BN25 4NP 
Newlands provides education for boys & girls. Reg. Charily No. 297606 



OaiQUood School 

C}{ICM‘ESTL‘K_ 

‘Boys & Qirls 2^/2 — 11. (Boarding from 6/7) 


4 Beautiful, secure setting 
4 Warm family atmosphere 
4 Excellent academic record 
4 Wide range of sports and activities 
4 Fees = BSA + 10% 

THE PERFECT ENVIRONMENT FOR YOUNG BOARDERS 
FOR DETAILS, PLEASE TELEPHONE: (01243) 575209 


THE ROYAL SCHOOL. HAMPSTEAD 

Principal Mr* C A Sihyun U \ (Ovuii) 

INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 7 - 18 YEARS 


A HOME FROM HOME FOR YOUR DAUGHTER 

Here in Hampstead, your daughter can receive an excellent 
education whilst studying in a caring, happy and secure 
environment. We provide: 

• A broad based curriculum, well qualified staff and small classes 

* nourishing activities including Sport, Drama, Dance, and Music. 

* Modern accommodation with good facilities. 

• Frequent educational and cultural visits. 

- Escort service lor young girls lo travel termini. 

■ Very competitive fees closely related lo Boarding School Allowance 


Please contact: 

The Admissions Secretary, The Royal School, 
Hampstead, 65 Rossivn Hill, London XW3 51D. 
Tel: 0171-794 7707 

A Reg sieres chanty fojrdE-3 for tha education of the daughters o* serveem** 


HOME STUDY 


COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY 


CAREERS in SECT RITA 


A career opportunity in Security la 
guaranteed on completion of the 
Professional School of Security 
home study course, specially 
designed to prepare members and 
former members of the Forces 
for a rewarding position in the 
Security Industry, 

For details write or telephone 



Professional School of Security 


Highbury Chambers, Slunner Street, 
Newport, Gwent NP9 1GZ 

Tel: 01633 222270 
Fax: 01633 222271 

( A division of the RCi group } 


ON THE 
BLACKBOARD 

OPEN DAYS 


NEWLANDS SCHOOL 
SUSSEX 

SATURDAY 14th JUNE 97 
PREPSCHOOLSPORTS 
& OPEN DAY FROM 10am 

TUESDAY 17th JUNE 97 
PRE-PREP & NURSERY 
SCHOOL SPORTS AND 
OPEN DAY FROM 10:30am 

MAYVILLE HIGH 

SOUTHSEA 

5th JUNE. 5pm-7.30pm 


BOVERIDGE SCHOOL 
DORSET 

21 stJUNE. 2,30pm 


Convert your ex P erience 

into qualifications... 


Vocational Education 
Training Programme 


The following BTEC. Qualifications (NC, NO, HNC, HND, CMS & DMS) 
are available under the above programme 


Faculty of Buisness 
tit Management 

* Business Administration (HNC) 

* Public Administration (HNC) 

* Legal Studies (HNC) 

* Leisure Management (HNC) 

* Certificate in Management Studies (CMS 

* Diploma in Management Studies (DMS) 


Faculty of Technology 

BS EN ISO 9002 Registered 

* Plant Engineering (NC, ND, HNC, HND) 

- Mechanical Engineering (NC, ND, HNC, HND) 

* Electrical Engineering (NC t ND, HNC, HND) 

* Electronics (NC, ND, HNC, HND) 

* Telecommunications (NC, ND, HNC* HND) 

* Building Studies (NC, ND, HNC* HND) 

* Building Services (HNC only) 

* Motor Vehicle (HNC only) 

* Computing 

The programme is an initiative by Blackburn College to assist members of HM Forces to attain recognised 
qualifications using the Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL) process for a portion of the award. 


Interested ? 


Then contact Barbara Clarkson, Faculty of Technology, 
Blackburn College, Feilden Street, Blackburn, Lancashire. BB2 1 LH. 

Telephone: 01254 292357/292373/292417 
Fax: 01254 681755 
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INVESTOR IN FEOflE 


AwirtfeJ fcjf tadteivt 


« BLACKBURN COLL60E 

Feilden Street, Blackburn, Lancs. BB2 1 LH. 

Blackburn College exists to serve the educational & cultural needs ol the local community 


TO ADVERTISE RING. 

01705 724226 or 725062 


TRINITY 



SCHOOL 


BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
PREPARATORY 3-11 SENIOR 11-18 

Small Classes 

Excellent academic opportunities 
Over 30 extra curricular activities 
A well disciplined friendly, caring environment 
1 Christian Ethos 

■ One residential member of staff for every 10 boarders 
1 Bursaries available for service children 

For further details please contact 
Mrs Collins 01626 774138 


-TRINITY SCHOOL- 


BUCKEIilDCE ROAD • TE1GNMOUTH • DEVON • TQM SLY 
TEL (01626) 774138 

Trinily Schtx>l is a charitable institute for the education of children 
Member cf ISA — Reg- Charity No 276960 — Accredited by ISJC 


ST DUNSTAN’S ABBEY 

SCHOOL PLYMOUTH 

DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 2‘/2 -18 
is High Academic Standard 
ik Dyslexia Unit 
k' Drama A Speciality 
ik Single Bedrooms 
Telephone for a prospectus: 01752 201350 

A Charity providing auality education for children. 

Registered C'hnriiy number JOo 736 



Wykeham House School 

East Street, Fareham 

G.S.A INDEPENDENT DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 

( Aged 2 3 /t - 16) 

For further information please contact 

The Headmistress, Mrs R,M. Kamaryc 
Tel: (01329) 280178 Fax: (01329) 823964 

Email: wykeham.fareham.pr@campus.bt.cn 


. - 


: 


THE 

DUKE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY 
SCHOOL 




4 Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and 
retired members of the RN/RM, FtAF and British Army 

4 480 pupils 11 + to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers 

4 Caring family atmosphere 

4* Pupil: Teacher ratio 10: 1. Average class size 16 

4 Excellent record in GCSE r BTEC, National Diploma, 
GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university 

4 Low fees of £250 per term whether serving or retired 

4 Ask about the value added dimension to our academic 
work. 


- is --—;- 

Further enquiries to; 

HEADMASTER 

DUKE OF YORK’S SCHOOL, DOVER. CT15 SEQ. 
PHONE: 01304 245029 
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Options 



Recruitment and Business Opportunities 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 

Portsmouth Based 

Welding Machine & Consumables Distributorship 
serves DIY Trade & Industrial Outlets 
Family run. Established 10 years. 

Prime Main Road Position. Long lease available 
Gross Turnover £ 145,000. Very profitable 
£45,000 ono 

Chartered Accounts Available. Please contact: 

Mr Gunn, 261, Milton Road 
Southsea, Hampshire, P04 8PQ 


r 


■\ 



CAREER CHANGE? 

<£> 

London House 

FINANCIAL, LEGAL, INSURANCE 
INVESTIGATORS & CONSULTANTS 

We arc an established company, specialists in our field. We are 
expanding our national network and have business opportunities 
throughout the UK, 

* EXCELLENT REMUNERATION 

* THOROUGH TRAINING 

* ON-GOING SUPPORT 

* UNIQUELY COMPREHENSIVE PACKAGE 

If you are a true professional - an articulate individual with the 
enthusiasm and vision to take up the challenge of your own 
business then telephone Godfrey Lancashire (ACIB, MICM} 
for an informative talk and free Information. Tel: 01908 
262444 or write to London House (Services) Ltd, 15 London 
House, Swinfen's Yard, Stony Stratford, Bucks JV1K11 1SY, 

"This business opportunity has worked for me amt is the iO/Uinuiny challenge 
/ am seeking” Mike (Siax) Wenn. e\RN 


LGV 1/3 DRIVERS 

REQUIRED 


• PERM POSITIONS • 
GUARANTEED 40hr week 

Pension • Holiday Pay • Uniform 


Training to ADR. Variety of work 
Bristol * Chippenham • Swindon Areas 
Call Terry at Mainline Agency 

Tel. 0117-9632772/9633355 

V (08.00 - 18.00 Mon to Fri) 


ARE YOU INTERESTED IN STARTING 
A NEW BUSINESS IN 


SIGNMAKING 

AND PERSONALISED CLOTHING 


WE CAN PROVIDE A COMPLETE PACKAGE 
INCLUDING A QUALITY VINYL CUTTING AND 
HEAT PRESSING FACILITY PLUS A COMPREHENSIVE 
TRAINING PACKAGE FOR ONLY £6950 + VAT 



DESIGN SERVICES 


CONTACT US NOW ON 

01503 -265327 


CURRICULUM VITAE 

ft Specialists in C.Vs 
ft Convert Service Docs to civvy Jargon 
ft Individually Tailored by Human 
Resource Professional 
ft Qua Lity Co mes a s Stand a rd 

REDE SERVICES 

32, Langdale Close, Estover, Plymouth 
TEL/FAX: (01752) 700659 


JOBS AT SEA 

and ABROAD 1997 

Itvd, skilled. Inexperienced, good 
p*y. UK/world wide. Cruise ships, tugs, 
merchants, tankers, tarries, dredging, 
oil,'gas rigs, trawlers, diving, salvage, 
vetch crewing, marine biology, survey, 
oceanography, water sports Instructors. 
Latest vital Information Job pack 
(with other jobs abroad 1997 
vacancy/recru Itment supplsmsnta). 

Comptete job pack: £6,95 Chequo/PO: 

MARINE EMPLOYMENT 
(Floor 3F), BrittanJc House, 
Swanage BH19 INF 


FBS Limited is the joint venture Company between FR Aviation Ltd, Bristow 
Helicopter Group Ltd and Serco Ltd that has been awarded the Contract for the 
support of the Defence Helicopter Flying School at RAF stations Shawbury and Valley. 

FRA Serco Limited, a leading facilities management Company, currently holds the 
Multi Activity Contract at Shawbury and we need to augment our present workforce 
with additional ex-service staff in the following new positions. 

Helicopter Technicians A/P, Shawbury & Valley 

Applications are invited from experienced Helicopter Technicians A/P. 

Survival Equipment Technicians, Shawbury & Valley 

Applications are invited from service trained Survival Equipment Fitters or from 
Technicians who have completed a recognised civilian trade training course on 
survival equipment maintenance. 

Experience on the following equipment is essential; aircrew equipment assemblies, 
parachutes and life rafts. 

Airfield Ground Radio Fitters, Shawbury 

Vacancies also exist for qualified Airfield Ground Radio Maintenance Technicians. 
Recent experience in RAF Trade Group 3 or similar commercial environment would 
be particularly relevant. Appropriate 'O’ trade annotations would be an advantage. 

Air Traffic Control - Simulated Aircraft Unit Operators, Shawbury 

Ex-service personnel with an Air Traffic Control background are required, to train as 
Simulated Aircraft Unit Operators at the Central Air Traffic Control School. Previous 
experience in this role is advantageous but not essential as full training will be given. 

Benefits include Free Life Assurance, Personal Pension Scheme, 25 days holiday, 
Profit Related Pay and competitive salary. 

Application forms are available from: 

The Administration Manager, FRA Serco Limited, 

RAF Shawbury, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 4DZ. 

Telephone 01939 251048. 


SERC9 


THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 

Ring 

01753 890243 

Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 


MILITARY t:v SERVICES 

The original CV service tor HM Forces 
Established in 1984. 

A world-wide CV firm run by e former 
regular officer and current full-time 
career consultant. Past clients include 
men and women of all ranks from every 
arm and branch of the services. 

Full details from: Anthony Jacques 
66. High View Road, Guildford, Surrey ; GU2 5RU 
TEL: Q1483 823766. 


Em ploy men if I n vestme n t Opportunity 


* We have the boat plus East African 
operations and permits 
■ We need YOU to invest in the 
company shares and bring your ME 
expertise - ICE/SOC/MEA/ 
MEOW 

Interested 7 

Telephone 01326 552352 or 2 90S 2 2 




Incident Control 

Management 

Emtech wants highly motivated* forward thinking entrepreneurial 
28-40 year olds to run their own consultancy. 

Ideally suit Warrant Officer, htfLt Cdr. 

Emtech provides the commercial property sector with unique and 
specialised consultancy and training services tn the field of 
Fire Safety Management, 

This is a unique opportunity to be part of a company that is 
Government approved and established as one of the market leaders 
in Incident Control Management. 

What Emtech can offer you 

* The chance to run your own business from home 

* The backing of a major Incident Control Management 
Organisation 

* Tried and tested Service Operating Procedures 

* National sales and advertising campaigns 

* Central credit control to aid cash flow 

* Computer and information technology packages 

* An intensive three week Fire Management and business 
course 

* Franchises cost £7,000 and a further £5,000 will be required 
as working capital 

* Up to 50% financing is available 

* Successful applicants will operate in their own regional areas 
Candidates who have the skills to man ace a business with a 

POTENTIALLY LARGE TURNOVER ARE INVITED TO INQUIRE FURTHER. 
Candidates should send their C,V. to: 

Emtech House, Sherborne, Cheltenham, CL54 3DU. 

' Candidates arc also asked to enclose in no more than five hundred 
words what attributes they have that would benefit them in the 
running of their own business. 
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THE RNZN IS 
ABOUT TO 
INTRODUCE 
THE 

SEASPRITE 
INTO SERVICE 


WE WISH TO RECRUIT 
QUALIFIED OBSERVERS TO 
CREW THIS AIRCRAFT FROM 
LATE THIS YEAR 
Interested? Then contact. 

Mr Marty a John son-Cole, New Zealand House, 
Hay market, London SW1Y4TQ. 

TeL 0171-930 8400 
or 

Cell E. V. Good. RNZN, 

Director of Naval Officer Postings* 
Defence Headquaters, Private Bag, 
Wellington, New Zealand. 

TeL 0064-4-4960-340 Fax, 0064-4-4960-356 

e-mail: flags®wgtn.navy.mil. nz 
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WCK'S STTOf?fc 


SINGAPORE, MALAYSIA, NEW 


gifts with a fJautical flavour - 

9deal for those with a love of the sea and ships 



ROYAL NAVY PILL BOX 

.4 Collectors Piece 

A hand-made collectable enamel box in Royal 
Blue, hinged with a 22 ct gold-plated bessel, 
with gold Royal Navy Crown on lid, 

£42.99 UK. £43.50 Surface Mail Abroad 



DELUXE TRIPLE 
PEN SET 

Each sot consist *.r 

■ Superbly designed non-dry' 
rollerball 

■ High quality louniairr pen 
- Exquisitely styled twist-aciion 
pencil. 

All in a high quality lacquer finish, red 
marble effect top, black high gloss barrel 
and gill trim. Presentation boxed. 

£39.99 UK £4075 Surface Mai! Abroad 



SIMON OF THE AMETHYST 

A fine sculptured resin reproduction of this 
famous cat. Hand painted. pre$entation 
boxed, approx 4 / high 
E24.99 UK. 

Surface iWail Abroad please add £J. 


Royal Navy Crown 


t) CROWN COPY RIGHT/MOD 
Reproduced with the permission 
of the Controller of HMSO 


All Orders To: 


The Business Manager, Nsny News, II MS Nelson, Portsmouth HM JHH 
C’hr j (|iit j s payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside 
the I K payment can be made by (.'heque/liitermitional Money Order in 
!i sterling and drawn on Lk bank, Or for payment In Credit Card/ 
Switch, I K & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4 

TEL: 01705 826040 FAX: 01705 830149 




THE WAY 
WE WERE 


The Editor of Navy 
News, Jim Allaway 
takes you through 
forty years of 
naval history.. 



Send your orders to: 

Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, POl 3HH 


fllilES JOIN FORCES 
N SOOTH CHNA SEA 


BRITAIN’S Governorship 
of Hong Kong comes to 
an end on June 30 but 
her commitment to 
peace and security in 
the Far East remains as 
strong as ever. 

The UK, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Australia and 
New Zealand are all signa¬ 
tories to the Five Powers 
Defence Agreement and 
share this common goal. 

The latest major event of the 
Ocean Wave ’97 deployment 
brought together warships 
from each of these countries 
for their most complex joint air 
and maritime exercise for over 
twenty years. 

Flagship 

HMS Illustrious was the flag¬ 
ship for exercise Flying Fish 
off the coast of Malaysia and 
HM ships Gloucester, Beaver 
and Richmond also played key 
roles. 

The two-week exercise in the 
South China Sea involved 37 
ships from the five nations 
ranging from the aircraft carri¬ 
er to destroyers, frigates, mine 
warfare vessels, submarines 
and coastal patrol craft. 

Command of the Maritime 
component of exercise Flying 
Fish was given to Royal 
Malaysian Navy Captain 
Balakrishnan Gopal who used 
HMS Illustrious as his flagship. 

Handing over command of 
the British ships, COMUKTG 
Rear Admiral Alan West said: 
“This exercise is the cuimin- 



• During exercise Ftying Fish, HMS Illustrious anchored off 
Pulau Tioman. The island, described as a tropical paradise' was 
the location used for the filming of the musical'South Pacific '. 


afion of months if not years of 
dedicated planning and effort 
from all the nations of the Five 
Powers Defence Agreement. 

“Flying Fish is the tangible 
product of enduring co-opera¬ 
tion, a commitment to peace 
and stability and a demonstra¬ 
tion of the best of five maritime 
traditions, 


The exercise saw aircraft 
flying from land and sea, anti¬ 
submarine work, naval gun¬ 
fire, minewarfare and diving 
operations and tested both 
the integrated air defence sys* 
tem (IADS) and maritime 
effectiveness of all the ves¬ 
sels involved. 

After the exercise, four 


Portsmouth'based RN ships 
were seen together in the 
dockyard at Sembawang, 
Singapore, in a scene reminis¬ 
cent of the sixties. 

HMS Fearless and the 
Royal Yacht were there for 
planned maintenance while 
the ship s companies of HMS 
Illustrious and HMS 
Richmond took a break mid¬ 
way through the Ocean Wave 
deployment. 

Run ashore 

For many, it was their first 
visit to the Far East but for old 
Singapore bands there was 
inevitably some nostalgia for 
the markets and Bugis Street, 
now disappeared or changed 
beyond recognition. 

The visit by HMS Illustrious 
and HMS Richmond coincided 
with an international maritime 
defence exhibition (IMDEX) 
and the ships hosted numer¬ 
ous trade visitors keen to 
inspect the British-made 
equipment on-board. 

Their presence was a con¬ 
siderable boost to the 36 
British companies at the exhi¬ 
bition and to the Ministry of 
Defence delegation led by 
Rear Admiral Sam Salt, Senior 
Military Advisor to the Head of 
Defence Export Sales. 

J HMS Illustrious saved the 
lives of three Taiwanese fisher¬ 
men who were adrift in the 
South China Sea for 20 days. 

Their boat had been battered 
by a typhoon but experts from 
the ship managed to restart the 
engines to enable the crew to 
make their own way to shore. 



• While in the South China Sea the first five-ship resupply at sea since 1978 was successfully carried out between HMS Illustrious, 
HMS Gloucester, RFA Fort George, RFA Fort Austin and RFA Oina . 
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• Above: A familiar view to many an aid sailor from the Far East 
Fleet days T HMS Richmond and HMS illustrious alongside 
Sembawang jetty in Singapore . Picture; po(Phot) bj Sharkey 

9 Above right: Shopping for souvenirs. Haggling for a good 
price is still the thing to do in Singapore as (I to r) LA Neil Upson. 
HMS Illustrious, LMA Alex Speight, HMS Fearless, discovered. 

Picture; PO(PHOT) BJ Sharkey 



9 Left: Royal Malaysian Navy Captain Balakrishnan (centre) 
commanded maritime forces during exercise Flying Fish from 
HMS Illustrious, He is pictured with Capt Stephen Meyer and 
(COMUKTG) Rear Admiral Alan West. 



9 Traditional travel: LMA Speight and LA Neil Upson of HMS 
Illustrious take a trishaw through the streets of Chinatown 

Picture; POfPHOT} BJ Sharkey 



THE FORCES ARE CHANGING... 1 
IS YOUR INSURANCE ♦ 


tary 




ea 


insurance market, 
with 95 years of experience, 
various products have been 
enhanced and tailored to your 
and civilian needs to mirror 
your changing lifestyle. 

Look u>hat cover is automatically included in our 






BUILDINGS KIT AND 

• Up to 30% plus swings • Cash cover * £500 

• Up to £25 fee paid to * Loss of I.Q. card * £25 

transfer your ctwer to us , Crtdfe «nta eowr • ttOO 

TRAVEL * Loss of medals • £500 

• War risks 

• Loss of confirmed seat And much, much morel 
on indulgence flight 

For immediate cover ONLY, call: 01227 593138 
For a prospectus call: 01233 211334 


Send to: U.S.MXA., Freepost DR2, Canterbury, Kent, Great Britain CTI 2BR 


1 would tike a FREE 
no obligation insurance 
quotation an d entry 
into the FREE PRIZE 
DRAW Q Yes □ No 
Please send me a 
Prospectus on the following: 

G Buildings 

D Krt & Home Contents 

□ Annual Travel 

□ Let Property Lej^l 
Expenses 

_J Adventure Training 

Price cbm rules end conditions u recommended 
the Institute of Seles Promotion*, Copies avmJIabta 
on request, dosing date 31 December 1997. 

Existing USMIA 
dSents 


Ref MIL40S 


Postcode 




Forename 
Surname 
Service/Rank 
Address for communications 


Telephone 


I have/have* no other 
USMIA policies. 

^delete as applicable 


„ Full 
r details 
available 
upon request 
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Miscellaneous 




Jashion with a Nautical flavour 


9deal for those with a love of the sea and ships 



NB. 
Items 
are not 
shown 
actual 
si/e 


MATCHING SHIRTS 

SWEATSHIRT — Traditional style, with crew neck 
and ribbed cuffs and waistband. 

Sml, Med. Lge, Ex- Lge 
£13.95 £14.70 

UK Surface Mail Abroad 

T-SHIRT — White with Ship and Flag logo to front. 
22"* 32" Sml. Med, Lge, XLge XXLge 
£4.50 UK £5.25 UK £6.50 UK 

Surface Mail Abroad 

£4.80 £5.60 £7.00 


LADIES 

SCARVES 

WQ% polyester 
twill flat scarf 
52"x9". White 
Ensign on Navy 
blue background 
running 
diagonally 
separated by 
red/white/red 
stripes. 
£12.99 UK. 
For Surface Mail 
Abroad please 
add 50p 




FIVE-PANEL 
BASEBALL CAP 

100% cotton with 
stiffened peak, 
back size- 
adjuster. 

Black, with 
gold coloured 
Royal Navy 
Crown to the 
front, and Navy 
News logo to 
the back. 

£3,75 UK. For 
Surface Mail Abroad 
please add 50P 


Royal Navy Crown 


r. CROW* COPmGKT/UCMJ 

iPTOdu£*d with ift* penniMJc 
Oflh*CoiitroJIv oIWmSQ 


STERLING SILVER JEWELLERY 

The Royal Nava! Crown is the design chosen for this new range of 
jewellery. Each item is in sterling silver and carries the English 
Hallmark, Presentation boxed. 

RN Crown Brooch 







if 


Orders To: 


£32.99 UK 
RN Crown Tie Slide 
£27.99 UK 

RN Crown Cuff Links 
£27.99 UK 

Buy Cuft Links & Tie 
Slide together 
for special price Of £55. 
W) 

Buy all three items 
together 

for special price of 
£85.99 (uk) 

For Surface Mail 
Abroad please add 50p 


The Business Manager, Navy News* HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH 
Cheques payable to iVavy News to accompany orders. For orders outside 
the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in 
£ sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by Credit Card/ 
Switch, UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4 

TEL: 01705 826040 FAX: 01705 830149 



ENAMEL BADGES 

Tie Slides, Cuff 
StickPins, Etc. 

Made to order 
competitive 
prices 



Summer Silk 


?m// /Ten 0th pure 
silk Wrap 

Embroidered with dragons, 
birds or flowers 


Available in red, gold or 
salmon pink (dragon redfgold only), 
hand washable 

Send eheque/po for £18.50 (inc l’4P) 
To: Simply Silk, 64 Fulmer Road, 
West Recklon, 

London KI6 3TF 


ATTENTION ALL £2. VOUCHER HOLDERS. 
ARE YOU APPROACHING YOUR EXPIRY DATE!! 

Don't lose out check your voucher carefully, there is still time to 
redeem it against our super selection of JACK STORE ITEMS 


Z.PPQ Lighters 

with your crest 
Minimum order 50 



For full details complete the coupon below and send to: 

W.A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. Unit 27, 

Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 SAX 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters 
with my ship's crest 

NAME__-_ 

ADDRESS___ 



B1RCHSTICK 

WORLDWIDE GIFTS 

13 BOLTON STREET 

brixham 

DEVON 
IQS 9BZ 


MODEL BOATS 

FOR SALE 

Please write or phone for pictures 
and price list (queue depi m/w) 
Tel:- 01803 853 I S I 


3 DIMENSIONAL BADGES 
Hand Crafted and Painted 



£18.95 inc. UK postage 

Choose from either: 

Shield mounting ( 5 "x 4 "j Framed ( 5 l/rx 5 ") 
NEW CRAFT 
(Formerly K&T Crafts) 

Tskan-Vine, Conquest Drove, 



BADGES OF 
THE ROYAL NAVY 



Full colour Heal scaled & Framed 

Collectors size: St* x 5/®^... .. £ 7.50 

Presentation Size: Sinx 7^ _ £12.50 

Unframed Prints: Sin x4tn. . £3.50 

AH Royal Naval Associated Badges 
AtI prices Include UK postage 
AJ.LAW (Fleet Badges) 

4 , Old Station Gardens, Shaftsbury Kaad 
lien stride, Somerset 0PU 

Tel: 01963 364172 


FREE ALBUM & POSTCARDS OFFER 
with every 2 year postcard subscription 
TEL: 01705 826040 



Your new manpower management system 
the one system that meets all your HR needs 




Networked 


i 


Costing Security 



Person net 



Dynamic Manpower Analysis. Planning and 
Management 


MAPS 2 offers you the following features and benefits 


□ Designed lor the MoD. Current clients : 
PE, ATS A, DGICS, MSDA. DEO. 
Directorate Army Aviation 

□ Visual organisational in lb mi at ion al 
your linger tips. Dynamic re-planning 
of units and posts linked to specified 
dates based on 'what-if scenarios 

□ Aceurate identification of resources - 
needs and availability 

□ Essential for 1.1.P. requirements. Keeps 
all staff training and competences 
history 

□ Cost savings through matching of 
training requirements and needs 


□ Only one system needed to meet all 
y our manpower needs. Windows tm 
based. Works on a stand alone or 
networked PC 

□ Modular - grows with your needs 

n Links to your legaev systems and 
CIPMIS 

□ Security filtering of information on a 
need-to-know basis 

n Supports MoD's bid control process 
from submission to finalised LTC 

□ Flexible time saving management 
reports 


Significant discounts for MoD under MoD-wide license agreement 


For a MAPS brochure or demonstration 

from MSW Technology pk 

call: 0171 462 3301 

fax: 0171 636 8366 

e-mail: markedng@msw.co.uk 



Quality assured firm 
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Property & Miscellaneous 




SAILING SOON? 

We successfully LET and MANAGE 
properties throughout the South with our 
caring but 

professional service. Ring today for friendly 
competent advice on ail aspects of Letting, 
Telephone Fareham (01329) 234441 
Chichester (01243) 780094 
Woolston (01703) 445899 


w Parkinson Fairlie Robertson 


Specialists in 



Of Homes Of RN Personnel 


We offer a full and comprehensive management service which 
includes attention to the smallest detail, tf you are about to let your 
home In the Portsmouth or surounding area please contact: 
Tracey Mackenzie or Michael Talmondt for helpful advice. 

We are ex Navy - We do understand the Problems. 


TEL: 01705 861550 FAX: 01705 818081 
263, Fawcett Road, Southsea, Hants. 


Executive 

Homes 

Let and manage quality 
houses and fiats in and 
around Portsmouth 

Contact us for details 

01705 585577 

Wot) Silo: 

http7/www. executive-home's.com 


r* FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS — 


From own original paintings 



Over 400 available 

Print laminated with canvas lexlure film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size 8 m x1G m for £35plus P&P 
For list please send SAE \q: 

SEART 5, THE CHASE, GOSPORT, 
HANTS PCH2 3TD 


MINIATURE MEDALS 

Miniature and ftill-xlzed nn^duls, Supplied 
and mnunted in grdiiuiry mid court-style, 
* Wire blazer badges * Mess kit badges 
A Display cases, medal ribbon, mount Lug 
bars, ribbon bars, etc. 

Send for comprehensive catalogue to the 
Medal Specialists (26p stamp appreciated). 

MINIATURE MEDALS {NN) 
30 COVENTRY ROAD, 
BURBAGE 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE10 211P 
Telephone: (01455) 239262 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Ordar 

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 

REGIMENTS/CLUB 

MM Services and custom-made for Clubs. 
Bands. Choirs, etc. 

Blazer buttons, medals, rbbons & 
sundries 

Please sand SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. fGB) NN 
Over Britr, Beech Well Lem, Edge 
End. Colei ord, Gta* GL16 7HA 
_Tf!fF«:.PlSM.^220g_ 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwefi Road 
Beeston. Nottingham NG9 1EH 


flew Photo's 
from Old! 


Scratched ’ Ripped ' Faded 


Using a computerised 
process , we can invisibly 
repair your cherished 
photographs without 
damaging your original 
image. 

Repairs from: E19.99 
Enlargements from: £6.00 



XAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 
— MANY IN STOCK 

For comprehensive list please send SAE 

SHIPS BADGES 
SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 


SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
I, <££30 COVtT, WNGWEll ItfSltH, 

TEL/FAX: 01179327967 


Navy News 
Own Products 

If you are not satisfied 
with one of our own 
products sold through 
this paper, simply return 
ft to us unused within 
14 days and we will 
replace it free of charge 
or issue a full refund 
(including postage) 

Trite guarantee does not 
a ffect your statutory rights. 


SING 'EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES 

r/A T THE NAVAL SPIRIT” “ROUND THE BUOY” (4 $ALLY FREE AND EASY”) 

SUNG BY THE SONG BG'SUN 

CYRIL TAWNEY 


*“FULL OF RIPE AND IRONIC HUMOUR, NOSTALGIA AND SADNESS"'Vany News'. 

Price l ine, p.&p.): £750 each cassette (UK/BFPO only, Elsewhere £8,50. per cassette) 
i All overseas payments in Sterling by 1MO nr cheque drawn on a British bank, please I 
Orders and enquiries tu NEPTUNE TAPES INN), 521 Meanwnud Kuad, LEEDS. LS6 4AW. 


GOLD WIRE BADGE CO 

Gold Wire Blazer Badges-atl ships . £10.00 

Framed Wire Badges ( 5x5) . 02-00 

While Gauntlets .ffSLM 

While Cotton Gloves Pair. ..£3.50 

Navy Black Berets &N - B .7 .00 

Any Association Wire Beret Badge -- £ 4.00 

R.N & Naval Division Ties. .£ 3,30 

Black CtffHm Ties ... £ 4.50 

RN Buttons: Large £1.60, Small £ 1.50 

Embroidered Garments 
Summer Blousons, Black-Navy 

RNA/RM/FAA/FAA Assn . £1150 

Navy blue V-neck Jumpers : 

RNAiRMFAAFAA Assn .. £12.00 

White Pilot Shirts- 

RNA RMsRNPSA FAA FAA Assn .£71.75 

Sweatshirts Navy, Grey, FAAFAA Assn .. £14.50 
Screen Printed Sweatshirts-one offs, 

ait badges . £14.50 

Bosuns ceii & Chain . £12.00 

Extinct shipping line badges 
(made to order} . . . £11.00 

| Officers Cap Badges.,,,£11 .GO 

Gold Sword Knot ..£23.00 

Leather Sword Belts ..£70.00 

Sword Bags £30.00 

aft prices Include P&P 
11, Date head Drive,Shaw. Oldham, tehCS.OL2BTJ 

Tel/Fax: 01706 346648 


m space com ze. 

Y0URSI 

awemse your 
service to the 

smioz i£.mc£ 

mplAKAH 

for arnce on how &sno 

PROMOTE V0UR COMPANY 
101H6 NAVY 

1EL (WS 724226. 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model ot 
your ship, perhaps long pone but 
never forgotten. Any KM, vessel 
or R.F.A. from 1920 onwards. In 
various sizes. 

Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright, 
Fektemora, Barton, Stow market 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 
Companion of the 
Royal In solution of Naval Architects 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE 

Full size and miniature medals supplied 
and mounted for wear or display. Send 
tor full list of miniature medals, 
emblems, clasps, elc SAE appreciated 

25 Golden Cross Lane. Catthlll 
Bromsgrove, Worcs. 801 OLG 
Telephone 01527 035375 

AccessA/isa welcome 



FREE SAMPLE SHIRT 

PLUS! 

KEEP THiS AD TO CLAIM A 
FREE! SWEATSHIRT ON ALL 
ORDERS ABOVE 20 SHIRTS, 


PRINTED or pfrp 

embroidere d Ba, \ 

to your own de^iqn \ 

* T-Shirts Polos ||^K|g|r 

* Sweatshirts 

* Rugby Shirts “PEES 

* Doll Tops Caps ______ 

* Sweaters TOTAL 


For FREE colour brochures, contact: I 
TEES TOTAL High Street, Wootton I 
Beaeelt. Swindon, Wilts SN4 7AS I 
Tel: (01793) 849888 Fm84989o| 


I 


T SHJI-JJ 


g^lS 

S PRINTED 

brochura EMBROIDERED 


Couchobebe 
PO Box 5 StAANMQRE 
SOUTHAMPTON S032 2UW 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers, 1 ' 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

12, Avenue Industrial Estate. 
Justin Road. London, E4 eSU 
Telephone 0101-523 3203 
Fa* 0101-531 729S 



EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Tees hi rts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more , all from one supplier 

No artwork or sotting up costs on majority of goods 
High quality, comp*irtwo prices, prompt delivery 

BFPQ tax-free service 
Send for our new price list : 

Reynold Sports 

51/52, High Street, Lincoln, LN5 SAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 

_ Fax: 01522 530363 _ 


Quart tom imaging 

freepost TK2077(no stamp req) 
pO ^ox 84, Egkam, 
Surrey. 7W208BR 

*TE£:Qt?S4 43Q6Q? 


EMBROIDERED 

BADGES 

Ships crests. 6" 8" 12" 
Embroidered Ties. Cummerbunds 
and Cap Tallies, made to order 

Boss Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road. Gwinear. Hayle. 
Cornwall TR27 5HA 
Tel Fax: 01736 B5G724 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES w 

PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 



12 MONTH GUARANTEE 


SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS 
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS 

Evany ckx:k and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has 
been cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and polished 
to a beautiful finish. All products come with 5mm thick bevelled 
glass. We can engrave ships name on dial, cost £5. 


Mount ad on a mahogany plinth £81 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £83 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £76 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57 
Mount»d on a mahogany plinth £59 


Sin Port hoi* clock £71 
6in Dial Porthol* barometer £73 
Sin Dial Porthole clock £64 
Sin Dial Porthole barometer £66 
3Viki Dial Porthole clock £51 
37jin Dial Porthole barometer £53 
37*ln Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £112 
5in Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £138 

Postage arid packing, add £5 (UK) and £20 (overseas} to 

Royal Mariner, Dept NN, B. Cooke & Son Ltd., Kingston Observatory, 
58/59 Market Place, Hull Hill 1RH 

Telephone 01482 223454/224412, Fax 01482 219793 


NAVY NEWS NOTICE TO READERS 


The publishers of Navy News cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisement or for any losses suffered by any 
readers as a result Readers are strongly recommended Lo make their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any money or entering info any legally binding agreement. 


Wentworth 

the Fbwterm 


% 


FORMERLY COR! VO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more. Engraved with 
Ship's Crests, Badges and 
Logos to your own designs. 

Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
Tankard House, 25 Leadmlli Road. Sheffield Si 3/A 
Tel 0114 272 5676 &0114 2754168 Fan 0114 2726651 


& 


V* 


& 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wooden base Sin x 7in 

£22,80 + £1,40 UK Postage, 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25. 50 and 100 

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUMDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 $t Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771586 Fax: 01483 756627 



GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 



HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£22.95 + £1.30 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 

KADGES WIRE OR SILK;ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
m CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
mms MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
CAP TALLIES. BLAZER BUTTONS 

Send SAE for quotes and price fist 
49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE TEL: (01273) 416138 



HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHEILDS 
Handmade to order 


£10.99’ inc UK postage 
* add £1.45 lor optional moilo-litle scroll 
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
107, Victoria Avenue. Hull, HUS 3EF 
Tel.Fax; 01482 213398 
Please send SAE for Brochure 


61 n x 7^ 


<g> Crowfl 
Copyright 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE A MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC2H 7HA 
TEL 0171-930 1979 

FAX 0171 930 1152 


% 


■ 

mm 



■a 


V ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

Manufacture Pewter Tankards, Trophies, Goblets and 
iaTC A Hipflasks 

\\ , ^Tankards engraved with Badge'Crest from £5.50 + VAT 
V, SEND FOB OUR FREE CA TA LOGUE 

TEL: (0114) 2765554 FAX: (0114) 2750377 
- GL0SS0PS TROPHIES, 06 BROAD STREET. SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 


Classified 


LOST TOUCH with friends or 
colleagues from your service days? 
We are dedicated to helping you get 
back in touch. Forces Connect 
Association,. 57 Norwich Close* 
Lichfield, Slaffs.WS 13 7SJ ( SAE ). 

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons. Medals, 
Cap Badges. Mtlharia. £1.50 for list. 
Caimcross ( Dep. NN ), 31, Belle Vue 
5 l, Filey, N. Yorks YOI4 9HU. 

ARK ROYAL. David Shepherd 
Limited Edition Print 'The Ark 
Turning into wind 1 'Approx 4Q"x 25" 
Framed. Offers around £750. Tel 
0121 747 2570 


UNWANTED ITEMS FOR 
SALE? advertise them through 
Navy News and reach almost half 
million readers. A ten word 
advertisement costs from as little as 
£10. tel: 01705 724226 for details. 

THOUSANDS OF NAUTICAL 
SOUVENIRS, Memorabilia, Hags, 
sextants, logs, clocks, telescopes, 
badges, blocks, compass, hells, 
lights, models, chronometers. Also, 
Maritime items wanted. Nautical 
Antique Centre. Harbour Passage, 
Hope Square, Weymouth. Tel: 
01305 7778 3ft. 
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Options 




* Speedboat - Royal 
Marines drive a fast pur¬ 
suit craft through the 
Hong Kong archipelago. 


• Trhservice garri¬ 
son - the three ele¬ 
ments of the Armed 
Forces work closely 
in Hong Kong (left), 
m Press call - 
Commander British 
Forces , Major 

General Bryan 
Dutton t looks on as 
Major General Zhou 
Borong, a Deputy 
Commander of Hong 
Kong’s future PL A 
garrison, addresses 
the media at the 
Prince of Wales 
Barracks (right). 


As British sovereignty 
in Hong Kong enters 
its final month, Mike 
Gray looks at the way 
the British garrison is 
maintaining its role 
while coping with 
major changes - all 
|under the keen eyes 
jof the world’s media. 

T HE PARADOX of the Hong 
Kong garrison is that as military 
strength decreases, interest grows. 

It seems that for every serviceman or 
woman who leaves, a journalist makes the 
hair-raising, roof-skimming final approach 
and descent into Kai Tak airport. 

Every aspect of the garrison now comes 
in for detailed scrutiny; minor events are 
swamped hy hacks seeking a new angle to 
jump on to the handover bandwagon. 

There is still plenty of material as the 
unique tri-national, tri-service garrison 
folds neatly in on itself amidst the relent¬ 
less noise, bustle and brash ness of one of 
the world’s most stressful cities. 

There are 6.3 million inhabitants of 
Hong Kong - 98 per cent of them Chinese 
- living in a colony of 1,078 square kilome¬ 
tres, of which 1,000 sq km are rural and 
parsely populated, Down in the heart of 
vlong Rok in Kowloon, I he most densely 
uopulated district in the world, 45,000 
souls squeeze into each sq km. 

Open sea 

Of more interest to the Navy are the 
hays, straits and stretches of open sea that 
make up three-quarters of the colony - 
only five per cent of the border is the land 
frontier with China. 

This presents the three ships of the Hong 
Cong Squadron with the first of the roles 
mey wilt continue to fulfil until the last day 
- showing the White Ensign and ‘"offering 
assistance" to Chinese naval ships passing 
through to their Mirs Bay base, 

A second role - heading off illegal immi- 
g ants (or Ns) -will also keep the 763-tonne 
snips busy until June 30 - from January to 
April this year 258 Its were caught at sea. 

Many more Ns - over 1,000 a month - 
are caught at the border or on the streets, 
w here they usually give the game away by 
wandering about looking lost - an expres- 
s on they share with the thousands of 
tourists who visit the colony each year. 

The authorities' battle against smugglers 
it rai fei ("big speed") boats, powered by 
up to five hefty outboard engines and 
capable of streaking into China with a two- 
ton Mercedes limousine al a speed of 70 


The incredible 
shrinking garrison 


knots, has largely been won. 

The early 1990s was the smug¬ 
glers" zenith; a car could he winched 
into a tai fei and be at sea within 
minutes of having been stolen. 

And although only one element 
of the effort, which also involved the 
Hong Kong Police, Customs and 
Excise, the RAF and Army, the 
Navy was the only group which took 
the no-nonsense approach of brack¬ 
eting a tai fei with two fast pursuit 
craft (FPCs), driven by Royal 
Marines, and ramming it to allow 
volunteers to jump aboard, slash 
fuel lines and subdue the crew - 
often at night, at speed, in open sea. 

In 1993 23 million dollars worth 
of contraband was seized - by 1995 
this had fallen by 90 per cent. 

There was no tai fei activity spot¬ 
ted in 1996. some having moved 
elsewhere, others having been 
destroyed in a typhoon, although 
1997 has seen a couple of incidents. 

Other targets are CTVs or 
Chinese trading vessels, which 
occasionally ship stolen goods out 
to sea to be transferred to tai feis. 

HMS Peacock recently helped 
stop and search a CTV found to 
contain 16 smuggled cars. 

Police and customs could not 
get aboard, bul a Navy hoarding party suc¬ 
ceeded in landing, to find hatches welded 
shut and the bridge sealed from the inside. 

A Navy officer dropped an anchor over 
the side, and the vessel circled at ten knots 
until the crew surrendered. 

The Navy’s typhoon-proof ships are also 
vital to search and rescue missions far out 
in the South China Sea, as well as standing 
by rn emergencies at Kai Tak, where the 
runway juts out info the harbour. 

The main khaki element of the garrsion 
until June 30 is the 1st Battalion, The 
Black Watch - the kilted ladies from hell’ 
who terrified the Germans in World War I. 
They man lookout posts on the Chinese 
border, and help counter illegal shipping 
hy setting up observation posts on some of 
the 250 or so outlying islands. 

There is plenty to watch at the border - 


one of the four crossing points, Lok Ma 
Chau, is the second busiest in the world 
after the US Mexico frontier, and can pass 
16,009 vehicles a day. 

One task the Black Watch does not fulfil 
is that of internal security - that has been 
done by local forces for a number of years. 
And even in 1949, at the height of the 
garrison’s strength, when the Communists 
were moving south on the mainland and 
Ernest Bevin promised to make Hong 
Kong the ‘Berlin of the Far East”, there 
was never a realistic chance of the colony 
repelling a determined invasion. 

The 30,000-strong garrison did, howev¬ 
er, make a point about British sovereignly, 
and China attended to other issues. 

Today the garrison is around 1,250 in 
total, made up of British forces and civil 
servants, Gurkhas, Locally Enlisted 
Personnel (LEPs) and local civil servants. 


The number of military bases has fallen 
from 39 at the start of the decade to three - 
Stonecutters, Kai Tak airport and the 
Prince of Wales Barracks in the city centre. 

The RAF moved from Sek Kong at the 
end of 1996, and the six veteran Wessex 
helicopters of No. 28 Squadron now sit 
alongside the airliners at Kai Tak, third 
busiest international airport in the world. 

No, 28 Sqn provides air support to the 
military, while the Navy is responsible for 
maintaining ships and' boats, as well as 
operating launches and ferries for the gar¬ 
rison. There is a real sense of co-operation 
between the Services which binds the gar¬ 
rison closer as the final day approaches. 

And as numbers drop week hy week, 
everywhere the military turn a camera or 
notebook is thrust into his or her face. 

The closure of IIMS Tamar saw more 
than 1 50 journalists in attendance, and 227 


were there to greet the 40-strong Chinese 
advance party at a photo call at the Prince 
of Wales Barracks at the end of April. 

The ! 2-strong Joint Services Public 
Relations Staff, a" mix of military and civil¬ 
ians, have been working flat out hosting 
media visits - in April 1996 there were 87 
such visits, by this April that had rocketed 
to 697, including interest from, Uruguay, 
Russia, Poland, France, Japan and Fiji. 
The final week promises the ultimate test - 
more than 8,300 journalists are expected to 
apply for ringside seats. 

By that day the garrison will stand at 
below 700 - a force which will be whisked 
away after midnight in the Royal Yacht. 
HMS Chatham, RFA Sir Pe ret vale, and a 
curfew-breaking Jumbo, leaving empty 
buildings, a scattering of street names, and 
memories of 156 years of benevolent colo¬ 
nialism. 
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Options jB 

Tdur input 
to charity 
review is 
essential 


THE NAVY will soon be making up its mind on an 
issue which could have a major impact on the way 
that Service charities are tunded. 

But the decision will be heavily dependent on the views of 
three thousand personnel in ships and establishments through¬ 
out the UK who will receive a special questionnaire this month. 


They will be asked questions 
about a system of voluntary deduc¬ 
tions from pay to help support the 
seventy' or so charities that benefit 
the Senior Service* 

The scheme could provide a sim¬ 
ple and tax efficient way for sailors 
to donate to organisations which 
might support them in the future. 

But it is crucial that the adminis¬ 
trators of the scheme get the infor¬ 
mation they need to determine 
whether or not the voluntary system 
would be a success. 

The most important questions to 
be answered are: 

• How many personnel would 
join the scheme? 

• I low much they would be pre¬ 
pared to give? 

• How often would personnel 
would be prepared to give? 

• Which organisations would 
they be prepared to give to? 


Male and female ratings will be 
familiar with the major Naval char¬ 
ities such as the RNBT and WRNS- 
BT. 

They support serving and retired 
marines and ratings , paying out 
over £1.5 million a year in grants 
and over £400,000 in annuities to 
the elderly as well as providing wel¬ 
fare advice and residential care. 

And the main organisation which 
provides for the children of serving 
or retired Marines and Naval 
Officers, the RN and RM 
Children’s Trust, is also well known. 

Remember 

The main officer charities, how¬ 
ever, such as the RN Benevolent 
Society and Association of Royal 
Naval Officers, are less well known 
and there are dozens of other 
organisations which include RN 
and RM personnel among their 



899 Squadron 


• Christie Collis warms up Royai Marines bandsmen before the 
parade-ground premiere of 899 Squadron 's new military march . 


beneficiaries which should be 
remembered by personnel complet¬ 
ing this month’s questionnaire. 

These include: Alexandra House, 
Bournemouth War Memorial Society, Bristol 
Sailor's Home, British Comma nweailh Ex- 
Servtces League, the British Ex- 
Service s men's Wheelchair Sports 
Association, the British Limbless Ex 
Servicemen's Association, Broughton House, 
Salford. Douglas Haig Memorial Homes, 
Erskine Hospital, Ex-Services Fellowship 
Centres and Mental Welfare Society, 
Finchdale Training College for the Disabled, 
Greenwich Hospital, the Handicapped 
Children's Priori mace Trust, the Hospital ot 
St John Hawkins, Knrahl, in Chatham, the 
Institute ol Marine Engineers Guild at 
Benevolence, London and Littlehampton, 
KIDS Child Development Cenlre, King 
Edward VII Hospital for Olficers, Lord 
Kitchener Memorial Holiday Centre. 
Lowesloit and Lord Kitchener Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, the Nol Forgotten 
Association, the Officer's Association, Queen 
Alexandra Hospital & Home, Worthing,, QE 
Foundation lor Disabled People, Queen 
Victoria School, Dunblane. Royal Allred 


Seafarers' Society, Banstead and Eastborne. 
the Royal British Legion, the Royal Naval 
Association, Royal Star and Garter Home, 
Royal Patriotic Fund, Royal Sailor's Resls, 
Scottish Veterans Residences, St Dunstan's, 
St Loye's Training Genlre lor the Disabled, 
Thistle Foundalion, Edinburgh, Sailors 
Families Society, Sir Gabriel Woods 
Mariners' Horne, Sir Qswold Slot! 
Foundalion, SSAFA Royal Homes for 
Officers' Widows and Daughters, 
Wimbledon, SSAFA Force Help, The 
Chasely Trust and William Simpson's Home. 
Sterling, 

Information 

If you would like to know more 
about the the work of any of these 
charities before completing you 
questionnaire, contact Lt Cdr AJ 
Cooper, DNSC & Naval Personal 
and Family Service. Office of 
Second Sea Lord, Room 42, The 
Old Naval Academy, HM Naval 
Base Portsmouth POl 3LS. 


takes to ‘air’ 


THE MANAGER of the National Symphony Orchestra has 
composed a military march in honour of 899 Naval Air 
Squadron* 

Christie Collis had always wanted to write a military march but 
was inspired by her daughter Sally’s reports of the squadron 
after visiting as a potential officer candidate. 

The four-minute theme, which opens with the suggestion of a 
vertical take-off, was premiered at St Martin-in-the-Fields and 
received it's first parade ground outing at Yeovilton's bi-annual 
divisions. 

Ms Collis was there on the day and was suitably impressed at 
the effect produced by the Band of the Royal Marines, 
Portsmouth. The theme can be heard at venues around Britain 
this summer as it will be played at a series of English Heritage 
open air concerts. 



m, r o parsons rlc 

howl OF the SHfP SYSTEMS G 


• HMS Sultan ’$ Commodore Malcolm Shirtey explains the detail of the stability and damage control 
model to Rear Admiral Arandbia, Naval Attache for Chile. Picture: la {phot) Artie Shaw 


Model ship is bound 
for South America 


MANY former Royal Navy ships have seen 
out their operational days in service with 
the Chilean navy* 

But the latest ‘vessel’ to migrate to the South 
American country is considerably smaller than 
those of recent years. 

The ship in question is an It-foot scale model 
of the County Class DLG which provided HMS 
Sultan with an excellent aid for stability and 
damage control training. 

Four former County Class DLGs are in service 
with the Chilean navy and Sultan was delighted 
pass on the model which will now be based at 


their own school of engineering. 

HMS Sultan’s Commodore Malcolm Shirley 
welcomed Chilean Naval Attach^ Admiral 
Arancibia to the establishment where it was offi¬ 
cially accepted. 

Cochrane exhibition 

British seaman have made a huge impact on 
Chilean history, and none more so than Lord 
Cochrane. 

The Chilean embassy held an exhibition in his 
honour last month and the opening was attend¬ 
ed by the Duke of Edinburgh. 



Encyclopedia 
Britannica 
Competition. 



CHRISTS HOSPITAL 
WARMINSTER 
BOVERIDGE HOUSE 
OAKWOOD 
MAYV1LLE HIGH 
MOFFATS 
FINBOROUGH 
LOMOND 

ST DUNSTANS ABBEY 
WYKEHAM HOUSE 
BOUNDARY OAK 
EMBLEY PARK 
TRINITY 
NEWLANDS 
ST JOHNS 
THE WESTGATE 
KING’S 

THE ROYAL HOSPITAL 


Did your questions 
appear smudgey last 
month? - If so, 
TRY AGAIN!! 

Unscramble the letters of the anagrams 
listed below to reveal three schools which 
appeared in our May Education Feature. To 
help you we’ve listed all the schools again. 


ANAGRAMS 

1. TS NDSUTNAS BYEAB 

2. AUYRBNDO AKO 

3. YLMEEBRKPA 


Write your answers clearly on a sheet ol paper together with your name and age as 
well as the name, address and telephone number of the school you are attending. 
Answers MUST be submitted in an envelope to arrive at Navy News 

not later than 31 July 1997. 

(Do not include anything else in your envelope). Send your entries to: 
Competition Britannica, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, POl 3HH. 

Entries with all 3 correct answers will be entered into a prize draw to be conducted at Navy 
News offices mid August. The winner will be announced in the September 1997 issue. 

(Entries cannot be returned). 


. judges decision will be final. No correspondence will be entered Into ♦ 
» Employees or relatives of Navy News staff are ineligible for this quiz ♦ 
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NoticeBoard 



Promotions to Warrant Officer ■ Appointments 


HE CHIEF Petty Officers listed below have 
. iccepted promotion io Warrant Officer loiiow- 
■ ug the Spring 1997 selection boards held in 
Centurion Building. 

The effective date lor promotion is March 
: ;l, 1998- Those appointed to a Warrant 
Officer billet before March 3t this year will be 
7 iranted Ihe acting rate and paid as such from 
h be effective date of the appointment order. 

WEAPON ENGINEERING 
To WO(WEA)fADC) D.J, Baxter R 
Doyle, T. Wilson. 

To WO(WEA)(WOO) - D.R. Kilby. C.R. 
Ling. B.J. McKay. W.J McKevitl S.J Palmer 
To WO(WEMHO) P Rigby. 

To WO(WEM}(R) ■ R.A. Baker. M.R. Cuff 
TJ Sharp, I. Woodward, 

To WO(WEA)(WOO)(SM) R.F. Lock, 
G.L. May r T W. Smoker.. W.H fhortiorn. 
marine engineering 

TO W O (M E A) (M L ), f (M)/(P)/( H) A.L. 
Capes. R.A E Guttings, M E. Gladwin. K 
Keeling. G.D. Lindsay, B.J. Pamplm, P.J. 
turner, 0MU. Young 

To WO(WEA)(L)/{El) D.J. Archer. K. 
Brain. S.P. Heady. A.T. Pixsley. 

To WOfMEMKM) ■ M.R. Adams, N.D 
Aldridge, M.J. Allen. SD. Mathews. S, 
Me Linn, J.W Mustard 

ToWO(MEM)(L) PC Beard 
To WO(ME A}(M L)/( M)/(P)(SM) - S. Unin, 
R. Mead. M 2 Whitworth, 

To WOMEA<EL)fSM) O F. Gardner. R E. 
Partridge. J.A. Stalher. 


To WOM£M(MM$M) 

Nichols 


C P Buckley. O 


FLEET AIR ARM. REGULATING AND PT 
To WO(AEA) - G.W.M. Brown, S.P. 
Carpenter. N,A, Fraser. L R. Marsh. T.G 
Oweh, G. Vickers. 

To WO(AEM) ■ C.J. BeN. J.G McCormick, 
D.J. Murgatroyd. J.G. Uncles. 

To WO(AH) - J.L Arscolt, I.J. Woodhead 
To WO A C G-C, Buoy. A.E. Gibbs 
TO WQ(ACMN) I Robertson 
To WO(SE) - S Gardiner. 

To WQMAA - S.A. Boot. AJ. Loughran. 
To WOPT - M.N. Le Page, V.J. Parsons. 

warfare 

To WO(M) B Mitchell. G S Rees. P.J.A. 
Spunks. 

To WO(R) A.J. Hitchcock. K. Hitchbck. 
M.O. Howe. D.R. Massey. S,P Scott. R.K. 
Storey, J.P Webb. G.S. Williams. 

To WO(S) - T.R Lewis, G.R. Parry, D.P. 
Williams, 

To WO{EW)(Q) A.D Gilchrist. 

To W0(MW)(0) W.A. Mulram. P.A, 
Whitehead. 

To WO(RS) M.J. Audus, D.J. Bradshaw. 
To WO(CY) • A.J. Bott. G.W.S. Conniff. 

To WOCT DJ. Clarke. 

To WO{COXN)(SM) R Moore, S.J. 
Slater, E J.W. Wation. 

MEDICAL, SUPPLY & SECRETARIAT 

To WO(SA) - M. Cava. S G. Freemantte. 
K.J. Griggs, P.A. Yates. 


Promotions to Chief 


ACTING CHARGE CHIEF 
ARTIFICER 

AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in May lor (he following to be 
advanced to Acting Charge Chief Artificer: 

To ACC ME A: P.H Byrne {Drake CFM). 
ft.J. Bays {Drake CFM), A. Morphy (CFM 
Portsmouth). K. Ballantyne (Brave), M.P, 
Townsend {Triumph). 

To ACC WE A: S.P Close (Coltinowood). 
R.A- Gooding (DG Ships Bate). T.D. Nichoffs 
{Drake CFM). K.D. Nelson (SSA Bristol), L.D. 
Hunter (Coilingwood), 

To ACCAEA; A.C. Jeffries {015 Fit 203), 
P.R. Matthews (St 5 Sqn HQ). 

PROMOTIONS TO CPO 
AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in May for the following ratings 
to be promoted to Chief Petty Officer; 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN GROUP) 

To CP0(EW}(0) N.D. Cheshire (Dryad). 
To CPO(R). A.M. Jones (Dryad). R.R 
Wyld (Dryad). 

To CPO[S) W.R. Speirs {Edinburgh). A.J. 
Myatt (Coventry], 


Points 


THIS list shews the total points ol ratings at 
the top of each advancement roster for POs 
and leading rates in May. 

Intermediaries (In!) indicates that person¬ 
nel can be advanced before they are eligible 
10 receive merit poinls or betere the roster 
can be adjusted to take account ol them. 
This means that personnel are advanced in 
"basic dale" order. Dates shown against "Inf 
rosters are the basic dales of the top eligible 
personnel. 

The number following the points {or basic 
dale) is the number advanced during April, 

CCMEAML - 74 (17.6.96), Nil. CCMEAEL 
- Dry, Nit; CCMEAMLSM - Dry, Nil; 
CCMEAELSM Dry. 1 ; CCWEAADC Dry. 
3 CCWEAWDO Dry. 2; CCWEAADCSM 
Dry, m CCWEAWDOSM Dry. Nil: 
CCAEAM 245 (1.5,94), 2: CCA EAR 302 
(t.9.93). Nil: CCAEAWL - 385 {1.9.92), Nil. 

P □( EWX 0} 280 (15.6.93), 3: LS{ E W) 


To CPO(SR) W.J, Gibson (Cdr MFP 
Crombie). 

COMMUNICATIONS, REGULATING A PT 
To CPQCY: R.P. Goldlhorpe (MCM1 
Sea), S. Qymn (Eaglet). 

To MAA(W>: A. Hedges (RH Haslar). 

To CPOPT A.J Quinn (Cotlingwood), S. 
Harris (DNR Pres Teams). 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 

To CP OS A: G.N. Jackson (Invincible), K. 
Kennedy (Drake BSO(CFS), S.l. Gibson 
(Nelson WF). FL.S. Daw {Drake BSO(W). 
S.M. Evans (FSU 02). 

marine engineering mechanics 

To CPQMEM(M): M.A, Oakley 

{Sutherland), A.L, Snow (Illustrious), M.R. 
Campbell (Excellent). 

FLEET AIR ARM 

To CPOAEM(L); S O Reece (848 Sqn. 
Heron), M, Gunn (SOI Sqn), S-8- Archibald 
(RNAS Yeovilton). 

To CPOA(AH) I Somerville {RNAS 
Cufcfrose). D.J. MarchanE (RNAS Yeoviffon} 


Int (16-1.95), Nil: PO(M) - 119 (12.7,94). Nil; 
LS(M) 73 (15.11.94). 5; PO(R) - 387 
{14.1.93). 4; LS(R) - 215 (13.7.93), Nil; 
PO(S) - Int (16.1.95). 3: LS(S) - 339 

(16.2.93) . Nil: PO(D) - 562 (6.12.91), Nil; 
LS(0) - 636 (28.9.90), Nil; PQ(MW)(Q) ■ Int 
(13.2.96), Nil; LS(MW) - 203 (12.10.93), Nit: 
PO(SR) - 430 (13 in. 92). Nl; LS(SR) ■ £20 

(15.6.93) , Nil; PO(SEA) - 514 (6.12.91). Nil. 
POCY 484 (96.92), 3: LRO(T) 361 

(13.10,92), Nil; PORS • 496 {24.9,91), Nil: 
LRO(G) - 347 (19.12 92), Nil; POCO 102 
(11.f0.94), Nil; LRO - 403 (13.10.92). Nil 
(See last paragraph); POPT - 447 (11.2.92), 
1: RPO 544 (5.11.91), 1; POMEM(L)(GS) 
Dry, 1. LMEM(LKGS) Int (1612 96), 5; 
POMEM(M)(GS) - 507 (6.1 92), 7; LMEM- 
(M)(GS) 310 (2312.92). 11. POWEM- 

(0)(GS) - 240 (2.11.93). Nil; LWEM(0}(GS) 
- 114 (21.7.94), Nil; POWEM(R)(GS) ■ 275 

(4.5.93) . Nil; LWEM(R)(G$) - 225 (i 0.7.93). 


Commodore R. M. Turner to 

be CO HMS Ocean, in the rank of 
captain. Sept. 29 
Cdr R Abraham to be CO HMS 
Vanguard (Stbd). July 15, 

Cdr I. D Hugo to be CO HMS 
Vanguard {Port). Aug, 19. 

Cdr J. L Humphreys to be CO 
HMS Superb. June 24. 

Cdr M. J- Parr to be CO HMS 
Trafalgar July 15. 

Lt Cdr R. K* Tarrant to be CO 
HMS Talent in rank of A/Cdr. April 
28. 

Maj J, H. Thomas to be CO 45 
Cdo RM, Sept 15. 


Honours 


AWARDS for gallantry and distinguished 
service in former Yugoslavia, Non hern 
Ireland and elsewhere: 

MBE - CvSgt Bernard Joseph Plunkett 
RM. 

OCVS - Local Lt CoS Stephen John Cox 
RM. WG Richard John Gapper RM, 
CPQWRS Melanie Jane Arnett. C/Sgl 
Stephen Paul Holden RM, Mne Wilson Leon 
John Leckie 


SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPORS(SM): A.B White (Torbay). 

TO CPO ARTIFICER/TECHNlClAN 

COMMODORE Naval Oraflmg has been noti¬ 
fied of the lollbwing advancemerate to Chief 
Petty Officer Artificer.'Technician which were 
made by Commanding Officers: 

To CPOMEA: C.A. Clark (Renown Port), 
G.J. Greenwood (Neplune NT), M. Smith 
(Liverpool), T.J, Wishart (Neptune NT). 

To AC POME A; N. Bartlett (Cuntberfand), 
D.T. Culler (CFM Portsmouth), M.A. Davies 
(Neptune NT), M,J. Hawkes (Baitteaxe). I. 
Jenkins (Weslminster), D-M. Long (Sultan). 
P.M. Moran [AFCO Portsmouth). G. Philip 
(Manchester). 

To CPO WE A: D.J. Joyce (Naptune NT), 
A. Larnach (llluslrious), M.S. McCan 


Traditional Naval Products - 

for gifts, awards and presentations 


Authentic Bosun's Calls 

Refutation RrUish-made Naval calls expen 1y engraved 
w iih Name. Rank and Number or a message to a 
girlfriend etc. En presentation box with matching 50 IH 
neckchain. historical notes and a guide to piping. 

Beware non functional and untuncable imitations. 

{*old-plated call £27.50 Silver-plated call £24.95 

Brass/C epper call £19.95 Nickel-plated call £19.95 
FdEraving i2 20 per line (up to lit Eellers jnd spaces - 
capitals and numbers count as two). Up to four lines (two 
each side). We also supply unengraved standard nickel 
calls at £13.50. 


Top Quality Ship's Bells 

Our ship's bells are manufactured in the fmesi tradition - 
sand-east m solid brass and hand'finished to a beautiful 
sheen. The specification and design is tightly-controlled 
to meet maritime requirements, the version being 
[>oT approved and certificated for commercial use. 

4" Ship s bell £17.95 
6" Ship's bell £39.95 
8" Ship's bell £97.50 
Engraving - eg vessel name, 
port and construction date, or 
achievement accolade. 

4” bells; £1.20 per letter: 

6 & 8 ,f bells £ 1,65 per letter. 

Larger beU sizes / 

on request. f 


'T v«.7X Ship's Bell Striking Clocks 

Sc hat/ are wo rid* renowned for l heir traditional mechanical 
docks, which strike the "Ship s Bells'" watch sysiem in the 
time-honoured way favoured by the Royal Navy. Solid brass 
ease w ith glass front, K-day mechanical movement, and two- 
year guarantee Measures 7"' diameter, V ” from to hack 
Sc hat/ R<*yal Mariner clock £325 
Sc hat/ barometer with thermo meter (same size as clock) £199 


Catalogue of 200 nautical artifacts and accessories also available 


TO ORDER call 01932 253333 or fax 01932 241679 with your 
credit/debit card details or post (cheques also welcome) to: 

Ferry Point, Ferry Lane, Shepperton- 
on-Thnmes, TW17 VLQ, England 


^^kuticalia 

Postage & handling on all orders (UK mainland. N. L re [and and Scottish Islands) 0.95 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the June head¬ 
lines of past decades... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


40 years ago 


itv arrived at the 
earthquake-hit town of Fethiye Limani in south- 
west Turkey. On board were 5,000 blankets, 300 
tents, medical stores and military doctors. Over 
1,000 people were homeless as a result of the 
quake which was reported to have killed 16 and 
injured 25. 



30 years ago 


HMS VICTOR IOUSS return from the Mediterr¬ 
anean to Portsmouth was delayed by the crisis 
which led to the Six Day War between Israel and 
her Arab neighbours. It was reported that 200 
wives of men serving in the carrier sent a petition 
to their MP protesting at the decision. 

On June 5 Rear Admiral D, L. Davenport haufed 
down his flag as the last C-in-C Mediterranean 
“marking the virtual end of British sea power in the 
Middle Sea," said Navy News. 


20 years ago 


• June 27, 1977 - Some of the 170 ships tak¬ 
ing part in the Silver Jubilee Review of the 
Fleet held in poor weather at Spit head. In the 
foreground Is HMS Hermes. 


Navy News produced a spectators' guide to the 
Stiver Jubilee Review of the Fleet at Spithead. 
More than 170 vessels and 30,000 officers and 
men took part. Over TOO of the ships were British 
Naval vessls, including two aircraft carriers, two 
cruisers, 39 destroyers/frigates and 14 sub- 
marines. 


Deaths 


(Neptune NT), R.T. Pike (CWTA Portsmaufh). 

To AC ROWE A: G. Brown (Gloucester), 
M.R. Collins (Invincible), S.G. Green (DCS 
SM Bristol). 

To OPOAEA: R.P. Durose (Excellent). 
D A L, Wbgam (301 Sqn), D.A. Belcher (915 
Fit 204), S.B, Taylor (illustrious). 

ToCPOCT: D A.A. Webb (Brave), 

To CP0MT: C J, Burkmshaw (Ifiuelrrous). 


Nth POCA - 364 (29.9.92), Nil; LCH(GS} - 
377 (16.7.92). Nil; POSTD{GS} - 610 

(12.12.90) . 1; LSTD(GS) ■ 240 (17.6,93), 1: 

POSA(GS) 483 (29 6 92). 3; LSA(GS) 
223 (9,11.93), 2; POWTR(GS) - 374 

(14.12.92) , Nit; LWTR(GS) - 274 (16.9.93), 
Nil: POM A - Int (10.1.95). Nil; LMA - 281 
(11,1.94), Nil. 

P0(S)(SM)(O) - 563 (19.12.91), Nil; 
LS(SKSM) - 545 (7.8.91), Nil; PO(TSKSM) ■ 
413 ft6.9.92}, Nil; LS(TS)[SM) - 405 

(27.7.92) , Nil; PORS<SM) - 542 (3.12.91). 1: 

LRO(SM) - 417 (9.6,92), Nil; POMEM- 
(L)(SM) 91 (5.10.94), Nil; LMEM(L)(SM) 
Int (8.3,95). Nil; POMEM(M)(SM) Int 
(17.10.96), 1; LMEMfMKSM) - Int 

(13.12.95), 3; POWEM(R)(SM) - 403 

(3.11.92) , Nil; LWEM(R)(SM) - 742 

(25.6.90) , Nil; POSA(SM) - Int (4.11.96), 1; 
LSA(SM) 229 (4.11.93), 2; POWTR(SM) - 
322 (11.3.93), Nil; LWTH(SM) 372 


A/LSA Gavin Coyte, RNAS Yeovil ton, 
April 25. 

A/LW(PHOT) Tammy Williams, HMS 

Drake CBP. April 27. 

PO(R) Gordon Mellor, HMS Collingwood- 
April 30. 

Mne P Bartlett, Gdo Logistic Regt. In 
Thailand as result ol accident. April 30. 

Mne T t J t Hall, Cdo Logistic Reg!, In 
Thailand as result of accident. April 30 

NA(SE) Stephen Asttey. RNAS 
Yeovitton. May 3, 

MEM(M)1 Jess Owen. Drake CFM. May 

12 . _ 

Rear Admiral Henry Rolfe C8, Assistant 
Chief of Naval Staff (Warfare) 1957-60; Navy 
pioneer in aenal photo reconnaissance. 
Served 1925-60. Ships; Iron Duke. Emperor 
of India. Glorious (as FAA pilot from 1931), 


(31 12.92), Nil; POCA(SM) ln| (15.1296). 
Nil; LCH(SM) - 764 (29.7.30), Nil; 
POSTD(SM) - 620 {2.12.90). Nil; LSTD(SM) 
- 1323 (16.6-87), Nil. 

POA(AH) 1132 (6.5 87), 1; LA[AH) - 


920 (16.6.89), Nil; LA{SE) - 357 (2.11.92), 
Nit; POACMN - 569 (11.7.91), Nit; 

POAEM(M) - 299 (4.3-93K 5: LAEM(M) 
427 (28.5.32), 2; POAEM(R) ■ Int (26,3.96), 
Nil; LAEM(R) 500 (27,6-91), Nil; 

PQAEM(L) - Dry, Nil; LAE. 

(H. 
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Courageous (qualified as observer 1934), Ark 


DAEM(L) - Dry, Nil; LAEM(L) 
1.12-92), 1: POAC Dry. 2. 

POW<R) - 387 (10.11.92), Nil; LW(R> - 
Dry, Nil; POW(RS) ■ 705 (25.9.90), Nil; 
LWRQ 761 {5 6 90), Nil; POWPT 611 

(11.6.91) , Nit; RPOW - 470 (10.3.92), Nil; 
POWCA Ini (15.6.95), Nil; LWCH 269 
(10.7.93), Nil; POWSTD - 769 (16.7.90), Nil: 
LWSTD ■ 455 (2C.2.92), Nil; ROWS A ' 174 
(8.3,94) Nit; LWSA - 246 (17.6.93), Nil; 
POWWTR - 331 (26.3.93), Nil; LWWTR 
195 (28.2 94), Nil; POWWTR(G) - Dry. Nil, 
POW(METOC) Dry, Nil; LW(METOC) ■ Dry, 
Nil; POWPhOT ■ 215 {5.10.93}. Nil. 
POWAEM(M) Dry, Nil; LWAEM(M) Dry, 
Nil; POWAEM(R) Dry, Nil; LWAEM(R) 
584 (14.12.90), Nil: POWAEM(L) - 865 
(9.3,89). Nil; LWAEM(L) - Dry. Nil; POWETS 
- 924 (10.12.89), Nil: LWETS 353 (22.9.92). 
Nil 

LWTEL 475 (4.6 91). Nil; POWWA 
332 (10.3,91), Nil; LWWA - 477 (30 10.91), 
Nil; PQWDHYG - Int (14 12 95). Nil; POWO- 
SA - Int (8,8.96), Nil; LW05A - Int (31.596). 
Nis; POEN(G) - Dry. NIL LEN(G) - Dry, Nat; 
PONN 224 HI ’ 94). Nil: POMA(Q) ■ Dry, 
Nil; LMA(Q) - In! (14,3.95), Nil. 

PO(AWW) - Int (17.12.96). Nit; 

LOM(AWW) Int (19.11.96), Nil; PO(AWT) 
Or y. Nil: LOW (AWT) - Int (21.2.97), Nik 
PO(UW) Dry. Nil; LOM(UW) Ini 

(15.10.96). Nil; PO(EW) - Dry. Nit: 

LOM(EW) - Int (19.11.96), Nil; PO(MW) 
Dry, Nil; LOM(WW) - Dry. Nil: PO(C) - Dry, 
Nil: LOM(C) - Int (11.3.97), Nil; PO(SSM) 
Dry. Nil: LOM(SSM) - Int (1.5.96). Nil; 
PO(TSM) - 93 {3.11.94}, Nil; LQMfTSM) Int 
(29,6.95). Nil; PO(CSM) - 480 (9,6.92)., Nil; 
LOM(CSM) - Ini (28.6.96). Nil; PO(WSM) 
312 (5.193), Nil; LOM(WSM) 560 

(22.5.91) , Nil. 

Basic Dates tor the female ratings in the 
following categories, which have no exami¬ 
nation lor the next higher rate, are applied in 
accordance with BRt066 Chapter 22; 
POWTEL - 609 (28,4.93), Nil. 

The number ol B13 £ issued in the female 
categories are those advanced from the 
female shore roster. 

All RQ(T}1 and RGjGj l ratings who have 
passed for the higher rale who have com 
pleted or are yet to complete the cross- 
Ua-red LRQQC have been translerred to the 
cross-trained L.RG advancement roster. 


Swop drafts 


WOM(AW)1 T. Lewis (CACS trained), 3Q 
Mess. HMS Cumberland. BFPO 261 (HMNB 
Devonporl ext 54940) will consider any Type 
22 ddpfoyrng this year. 

LS(S) Sutherland. HMS Osprey ext 
5290. drafted HMS Osprey Sailing Centre. 
Wilt swop ter any Plymouth shore base or 
ship in refit. 

WAEM(AE) Barlow, HMS Ark Royal, 
BFPO 212 (not deploying), will swop for any 
Porttand'YeOvil draft. 

LOMfEW} McPhse. EW Office, HMS 
Coventry, BFPO 259. will swop tor Plymouth 
or Portsmouth ship deploying or not. 

L$A North. HMS Drake ex( 65880 draft 
ed HMS Cardiff, Sepi Will swop for 
Devonport ship. 


mehf. Northern Director of Common wealth 
Graves Commission. Member of Association 
of FtN Officers. Aged 88. 

Capt R. J. mtchen. HMS Cossack and 
Secretary to Captain of 8th Destroyer Flotilla, 
China Station 1947-50. HMS Duchess 1952- 
54. Member of HMS Cossack Association. 

Lt Cdr Baron John Phillips GM. OBE, 
RNVR. Awarded George Medal for disarming 
first Neger - a German manned torpedo - to 
fall into Allied hands (at Anjio, 1944). Served 
1939-48. Carried out mine disposal in UK 
until 1942 and Mediterranean 1942-47, 
including postwar minetoomb clearance in 
Malta and Corfu Channel, Aged 78. 

Lt Cdr Myles (Woozle) Osbom OSO, 
OBE. DSC. Swordfish pilot at Battle of 
Matapan and from Malta. Served f927-47 
Ships included HMS Formidable (829 NAS}. 
Downed off Sicily and captured 1941. May 2. 
aged 82, 

Sir Jocelyn Bodllty VftO, Lt Cdr RNVR 
1939'56. Served ai Alexandria and in 
Normandy landings. Ch»el Justice Western 
Pacific 1965-75. Aged 63. 

Lt Cdr Leonard Forster RNVR. serveo 1 
1939-46, first attached to Naval Staff, then to 
Foreign Office. German scholar associated 
with code-breaking at Bletchlev Park. 
Schroeder Professor of German in Urtiversify 
ol Cambridge 1961-79. Fellow ol the British 
Academy. April 16, aged 84. 

Lt Norman Quick RNVR. served in MTBs 
in Mediterranean duning WWfJ. Prominent 
businessman. Chairman of Council Of 
University ol Manchester I960-83. High 
Sheriff ot Manchester 1990-91, Chairman of 
Manchester Cathedral Development Trust, 
Aged 74, 

Dudley Pope, naval hrslorian and aulhor 
and creator of the Naval hero Ram age in a 
series of novels, Ex-MN (survivor, mv 
Stive rwillow). Aged ?l. 

Michael Tobin, ex-stoker. Served in 
destroyers in Atlantic and Mediterranean in 
WWII and until 1950. Boxed for the Navy, 
during which he went the distance with mid¬ 
dleweight world champion to be, Randolph 
Turpin. Stage carpenter and well-known 
character in Soho. Aged 75. 

Douglas Perrin BEM, ex-CERA, served 
22 years. Ships: Hermes (WWII, survivor). 
Escapade, Ocean, Loch -Ruihven. April 6, 
aged 83. 

George (General) Booth, ex CPOGI. 
Member of HMS Ganges Association, 

Florence Hayes, ex LWren (Surveyor), 
serving in WWII survey boats for Staff Officer 
(Hydrophraphy), Plymouth. March 23. aged 
69. 

Alfred (Buck) Rogers, served 1939 83 
One Ol first Aircraft Handlers, and first AH 
instructor when training school termed. 
Member of Aircraft Handlers Association. 
March 30. 

Wfilfam Charles (Biff) Godden. ex 

NA(H), Ships: Ark Royal, Eagle. Centaur, 
April 22 

Edward (Ted) Hay, ex-AB. HMS 
Chameleon 1945-46. Member of Algennes 
Association. March 6 

Frederick Nicholas ex AB-AA2. HMS 
Liberty 1945-46. Member ot AEgednes 
Association. March IS. 

Charles T. Gower, nx-Tel, HMS Truelove 
1950-51. Member of Algerines Association. 
March 30. 

Alan Gray, ex-PQtSM) and L/Steker HMS 
Orestes, 1043-4S. Member of Algerines 
Association. March 3t. 

Lt John Brindley George Thomas 
Ships included HMS Hound 1945. Member of 
Algerines Association. April 11. 

Ian Marriott, ex AB, served 1939-54 
Ships; Euryalus, Suffolk. Phoebe Wounded 
1940, 41 and 42-43. April 6. aged 72 

Doug (Harry) Doughty, ex Sto Mech. 
Served 1944-52 Ships: Gambia, Magnei, 
Consort (Yangtze Incident), Mendip, Alaunia, 


LWSA Irvine. HMS Osprey ext 5626, 
dratted HMS Gannef mid-Aug. Will &wop for 
any PortsmoultVPlymouth shore base. Will 
atso consider alternative air station. 

AB(M) Gay, HMS Shetland, 8FPO 385. 
Will consider any Portsmouth ship. 

POMEM(M) Monk (Hull Adquai). HMS 
Dolphin ext 65529, drafted HMS Iron Duke. 
Nov. Will swop ter any Plymouth ship. 

AW(M) Ireland. HMS Roebuck, BFPO 
376, deploying Aug. Will swop for any 
Plymouth ship deploying or not. 

LOM(C) Taylor. HMS Sutherland, BFPO 
426 (Plymouth). 'Will consider any other Type 
23 base in Plymouth or Portsmouth, bul not 
deploying SQUTHLANT). 

LREG P. D. Mills, Sy Section. HMS 


llluslrious. Member of Consort Association. 

W. Mathieson ex-POST D 1933-47, 
Ships: Endeavour, Cowslip. Vtdette, Argus. 
Member of Arethusa Association. April 12 r 

33e Alfln White. ex-LSBA, HMS Cossack 
<951-54 , 8th Destroyer Flotilla. Member of 
HMS Cossack Association. Aged 67. 

Ronald Jennings, ex L$. Served 1941- 

45. Ships: HMS Renown. 

Jim (Dusty) Miller, founder member 
Leicestershire branch of SOCA. Submarines: 
Token, Sidon. Aged 68. 

Walter Jones, ex-Sto HMS Rotherham 
1942-44. Member of HMS Rotherham 
Association. 

Douglas Hague, ex-Tel, HMS Rotherham 
1942-44, Member ol HMS Rotherham 
Association. 

Alan Gray, UStO HMS Penelope 1942- 
43. Member of HMS Penelope 1942-43. 

George Me Allan, Ex PO GRI. served 
1934-48. Ships: Manchester, V 6 W destroy¬ 
ers. Belfast. Member of Manchester 
Association. In Florida, April. 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Third Officer E, E. Atkins WRNS. 

Lt Cdr (E} J. E. C. Costello DSC. Ships: 
Vindictive, Galfanl, Triumph. 

Cdr N. C. B. Cox Snips included Royal 
Sovereign. 

Lt w- D. B. Cunnlngham-Batt. Ships; 
Devonshire, Wheatland, Woolston. 

Capt I. G, H. Garnett DSC Ships: Vesper. 
Bedouin, Unicorn, Liverpool, Loch Alvie, 
Cambridge, Pembroke. Tyne. 

Rev. W. Gorin RNVR. Ships; Scotia, 
Saumarez. 

Capt (S} A. Lade OBE, Ships; Queen 
Elizabeth, Cormorant, Vindictive, Eland. 
Liverpool, Condor, Pembroke, Tamar. 

Lt (E) V. L. Lee DSC Ships: Valiant, 
Veteran, Eridge. 

LI Cdr J. A. McColgan Ships; Malaya, 
Marne, Eagle, Mainslone, 1782 NAS and 
RAF experimental pilot. 

Lt Cdr (S) P, J, Morton. Ships: 
Newcastle, Albion, Lofoten, Dryad. 

Cdr R. H. S. Rodger OBE. Ships: 
President, Aphis, Glorious, Eagle, Royal 
Sovereign. 

Lt Cdr C. S, Upton. Ships: Dunedin. Si 
Martin, Indomitable, Paladine. Mounts Bay, 
Whitsand Bay. Hornet. 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Waller S. (Wslly) Angel, Harlow Ex LTO 
in WWll. Ships included HMS Indomitable- 
Former chairman ol Waltham Abbey branch 
of RBL. 

Sam Small, Southampton. Veteran ot 
Arctic convoys (HMS Peacock). Member ol 
Peacock Association. 

John Edward (Jack) Parker, founder 
member, Wells {Somerset). Served. 1947-55, 
Ships included HMS Defiance. Feb. 2t. 

trnifl Earner, Gloucester. Served in land 
ing craft. 

Ken Brlndly, Gloucester, Ships included 
HMS Warspute. 

William Henry (Bill) Grlmshaw, on HQ 

roll and was regular visitor to Kingston upon 
Thames branch. Ex>PQ Cox’n, served 1940- 

46. Ships; illustrious and ICT$. Aged 62. 
CdHn Green, founder member Elm Valley. 

Served WWll in Lucia, Tewera, Zephyr. 
Lincoln. Author Sea Green Reflections. April 
26, aged 77. 

James Oliver Mowai, founder member 
and Chairman, Durstey & District- RN Patrol 
Service 1942-46. May 4, aged 73. 

Roy King, Southern Ontario, Ex-Cpi RM, 
served 1943'46. Served in landing craft 
(Combined Ops). Member of RMA. April IS, 
aged 72. 

Keith Short, chairman Skipton. RN Patrol 
Service WWll. Ships: HMTs Milford Duchess 
and Notre Dame de France. HMS Bassett, 
May 3. aged 74, 

Arthur Paneli. Redruth & Camborne. 
Served 1937-49. Ships included Centurion 
and Beaver. April 27, aged 79. 


Osprey ext 5732. will swop for any billet in 
Portsmouih Command. 

MEM(M) Holme (Scale A}, 6E2 Mess, 
HMS Invmtibie, BFPO 308, drafted Neptune 
NT. July 21, Will swop for any Portsmouih 
shore base or MCMV. 

AB(R) M, J. Holland, HMS Edinburgh exl 
938118. dratted HMS Dryad, July 2. Wilt 
swop for Plymouth shore base. 

QM(C)1 A, J. Watkins, 6G Stbd 1 Mess. 
HMS llluslrious, returning Portsmouth sate 
Aug. Will swop for any Portsmouth or 
Devonport ship deploying immediately or 
soon after. 

LSA Broad hurst, HMS Sultan ext 2159, 
drafted CFS. HMS Neptune, mid-July. Will 
swop ter any Portsmouth shore base. 
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Accommoda tion 




&oj>al Jfleet Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 

Ail booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room enclose a S.A,E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.NA members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very com¬ 
petitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Recep¬ 
tions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal 
facility. 

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT 
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


The Royal Sailors' Rest 
Rosyth, Ferry Toll Road r Rosyth, 
Fife KYJ1 2XF. 

Serving the Royal Navy since 1876 


"Aggies" Rosyth 

Your chance to take 
the pressure out of service 
life for a few days 

Aggies 11 Rosyth is designed with naval 
personnel in mind and Is as well equipped 
as any small hotel with two family units and 
two double rooms with en-suite bathrooms; 
restaurant; lounge; coffee bar; mufti-gym; 
snooker room; laundry room; a meeting 
room and a chapel. 


Call now on 01383 413770, to book 
some time at “Aggies" Rosyth the next 
time you're ashore. 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT 

14-17, SOUTH PARADE 
(Opposite the Py ramids I 
TEL: 01705 875566 

Special rates for atl service personnel and 
Family £22S0p.p, in full ensuite dtmble or 
twin-bedded room. 

■k A crown seafront ho 1*1 
-k Colour TV, tea/coffee facilities 
k. (.fames iyhiuis - full size snooker (ahk 
* Ideally sHnnted near all hx nl attractions 
and Its ni^MJiff, 


PROVINCE OF nmi HOTEL 

5, Greenhill Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 


The hotel was a gift from the people of Natal after World War 


Its purpose is to provide holidays and short breaks for all serving 
and ex-serving RN r RM, WRNS or QARNNS personnel and their 
reservists, families and close relatives 

♦ 50 yards from the beach, safe swimming and fine sands. 

♦ Half a mile from the shops and station. 

4 All rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities & colour TV. 

♦ Lift to all floors + Residents bar # Children and pets welcome, 
4 Double, Twin and family rooms available. 

Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 754108 or Fax: 01305 770575 

Registered Chanty No 


HOTEL 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Wavertey Road, Southsea 
Hants P05 2PJ (01705) 828325 

Prop Ann Baker 
Car Park on premises 
Vow are guaranteed a friendly welcome in 
this home from home in Southsca. Each 
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical 
theme and has all the atmosphere of (he 
great Natal traditions of this ares. There are 
also cable TV's, private washing fecililies, 
tea arui coffee, and full centra! heating in 
each room. Special rates for winter months. 


GOSPORT CHERRY TREES’ 15, 

Linden Grove, Alversloke. ETB I 
crown. Family run guest house. AM 
rooms H/C, tea making. English 
breakfast, children welcome. Close 
harbour, Haslar, Dolphin, Sultan. £12 
p.p. Lin or Steve OelL Tel: 01705 
521543. 


Special Events 
& Holidays Abroad 


VISITING NAVY DAYS in 

Plymouth? If you need accomodation 
you will need to book it early. 
Navy Days takes place on Aug. 23rd 
24th & 25th. 

SPECIALISE IN REUNIONS'? 
Advertise your facilities to the many 
Naval Clubs and Associations that 
read this page. Telephone for details. 
01705 724226. Fax: 01705 830149 

MALTA MELLIEHA. Luxury 2- 
bedroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5, one 
mile from the best beach in Malta and 
close to local amenities. Flights can 
be arranged. Telephone 0181-567 
5824 


XpdfQarden iHoteC, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

freaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 

Central! for oil Southsea amenities and 
entertainments, {Quality en-suite 
bedrooms. Satellite TV's all rooms, 
teayentTet futilities, lounge, private car 

park 


★ Attractive Bar ★ 

★ Delightful restaurant ★ 

Clarence Road 


Southsca 
P052LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 


'■.'it' dt’ -■ib r “djjt- ’dib 1 A- ■^i-'dib- 



Tel: III383 41W77 
t-av: 01383411728 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £14 per person 

Telephone (01705) 823522 




PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 "A 


*OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS* 

*H/C, TEA/COFFEE t CTV £ SKY TV ALL ROOMS* 
*ENSUtTE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS* 
EASY PARKING *1QTH YEAR SAME OWNERS* 



33, RESTING ROAD, SOUTH SEA, HANTS, FQ4 PNG 


J 


“Away days in Plymouth” 

Small friendly Cunt Houtt ovmfooking the 
Horn Mint Set front A good bed And 4 court # 
bntlcftft, colour TV, tet/coffee ftcHfflet, c/h, 
efi-suHe roomt available Parking. 

From : £26 Double, £14 Singlet 

Tatoptoof r«r QnKtwrt 

01752 660675 
Edgcumbe Guest House 

50, Phi 51, West Hot, Plymouth PL1 3BT 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Fnendty fam ily fun, 2 nuns, trom sea and enter- 
ta'rvnents. Close 1o ferries. Naval &ase P shops. 
e(c. Own keys, Satellite TV 3/1 rooms, no restne- 
liOns, BAB. Holiday or short stay. Ample private 
car-parkmg 

Mrs Pat Green (01705) 731043 


PORTSMOUTH 

THE FESTING GROVE 
GUESTHOUSE 

Situated 2 minutes from Seafront and 
Canoe Lake, Easy parking. 
Bright comfortable rooms, 
all competitively priced 
TEL: 01705 735239 
8, Festfng Grove 
Voq Southsea, Hanl$ 


PLYMOUTH 

adjacent to the Hoe and Park, Friendly 
family run Guest House offers you a 
warm welcome and personal service. 
Facilities include residents lounge, TV, 
Radio, TeaCoffee. Licensed. Central 
Heating aii rooms . From f 13pp. 
TH£ FIRS 13. Pier Street, West Hoe, 
TEL: 01752 262870 


SOUTHSEA 

RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

32 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warmi and Irieotty rem Guest House, idealy 
situated for the Naval Base/s hopping 
centres/Cominfrhtat Ferry Podtoeactes etc. 
Qum keys, no reslhdions. colour T.V. in all 
rooms & C.H. Holiday or short breaks 
JUNE A TERRY 101705) 032440 


LADY HAMILTON 

21 The Hard, Portsmouth 
Ye olde alehouse 
Reopened after more than 
70 years 

Free bouse and B&B (special 
rales naval personnel) 

Tel: 01705 870505 


CHESTER HOUSE 

54, STUART ROAD, PENNYCOMEGLNCK 
PLYMOUTH PU 4EE 

Cotour TV, Tea/Coffee facilities all 
bedrooms. En-suite available, 
Central Healing, Fully Licenced, 
Lock-up car park l ETB 2 crowns. 

TEL/FAX: 01752 603706 


WEYMOUTH 

PHILBEACH GUEST HOUSE 

11 W Marion Place, Weymouth DT4 7PD 

Yards from beach, short walk to RNA 
Club. All rooms CTV. T/making, B&B 
evening meal. Reasonable rales, 
Warm welcome. 

Jean and James Bar non 

01305 705344 

Members of Way mouth RNA 





ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 

?4 fyinflt ctodd tiustei (eidwte c&Kfi&ex 




Swimming Pool • Sauna * Solarium • Gym a Snooker * Skittle Alley 
« Large Screen Satellite TV • 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT MOST WEEKENDS 

Single and double en-suite accommodation at club rates , 
i ik inducing a hearfy Fng/ish BreaJcfasf f 

LEAVE YOUR SOCIAL FUNCTIONS IN OUR EXPERT HANDS 
§ Membership now open to your immediate family 

I Call or Telephone for details 

^ Royal Sailors’ Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. P013HS 
J i TEL: 01705 824231 FAX: 01705 293496 

% Y k HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS * HOME IN I 

W 




Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV. fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal lor a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR 


Charge!" WEEKLY JULY 6 AUGUST ...., £70 

per M WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS .£60 

person! NIGHTLY (Out of holiday season)....£10 


D*po«lt; £10 per ptraon 

ALL WITH OWN BA 7HROOM AND TOILET 
Gueatt, who anticipate 4 lata arrival, should inform the management 

(01706-733661} 

SAE. pitm phring dates snd ntintw 

MR CURTIS, 70 FESHNG GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733681 



AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAG 
* Locfcysr St, PL1 2QD * 

Tsteptiofw: {017521 227311 

Elegant Vctonan Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground floor. Nauti¬ 
cal Flavour Cocktail Sar. Colour 
TV Radio Tea/Coflee/ Telephone 
all rooms. Most en suite. Large 
car park. Navy News Readers 
10% Accommodation Discount, All 
Credit Cards accepted 

Brochure & or Booking contact; 

Lt Cdr Alan Jones RNR {Retd} 

‘A Parsons Sarvwo CcmtottaWo htotoT 


THE ELMS Guest House 
48 Victoria Road South* Southsea 

(Residential Licence) 

A small frieiklly, litmly run Guest Hcjuse 
offering BAB.(h.a'c might or weekly rates). 
Qose to Naval base, stilkm. shop; and 
nighdife, Colour TV, tea/eoftee fadiities in 
all moms. Sonx; fooms en-snite. Own keys, 
Limited puking. 

Paddy and John (Jue) Erskine 
Tcl/FaxPartsniouth (01705) 823921 


PLYMOUTH 

MOUNTBATTEN 

Sinaff Vicforuin f/olei. overfooJtifig 
Parkland, Royal Fleet Club Naval 
Base within walking distance. 

* Alt Rooms CTV t TtaiCoffec & 
Phones. Mainly En Suite. 

* Free Parking * Bar 
* Credil Canis Accepted 
52. Fjtraouth Road, Stoke, FIvmouth. FL1 40H 
TEL: (U7S2 54J84J FAX: 01752 60^014 


% 


Q 


* 


Osmond Quest 9(ouse 

42 Tie r Street West 'Hot 

ZZZdd ) *■ 01752 229705 

Bed und Breakfast from £13.00 


Seafroni, Counesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
CTV. Tea/Coffee making. 

Some En-suite. Parking, y ijjfr 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
All rooms bright and modem 
Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position No 
restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 82170S 


/yES Canterbury Bell 
j Guest House 

I 29 $1 Simons Road, Southsea, 
Portsmouth. 

i Modem. Comfortable tin-Suiie 
accommoda lion. All rooms have 
j Satellite TV, Tea^Coffee making 
; faci 1 it ie s & are cen teal 1 y heated. 

£ Private car parking. Studio Flats are 
j available for sc If-catering. Rooms 
\ from £ 15 p.p. per nighL 

Phone/Fax Ciilriona Randall on 

(01705)351277 / 


The Dorcliffe Guest House 

42, Wavedey Road, Southsea, POS 2PP 

Comfortable, friendly, licensed Guest 
House Ideally siualed. BB & EM varied 
menu. All rooms colour TV, tea(coHee 
facilities. Family rooms, chairlift. 
Dogs welcome. Holidays^short breaks. 

Tel: 0170S 828283. 


f ESKVALE N 

Guest House 

Comfortable, friendly family run Guest 
House. Convenient to all amenities. 
All rooms en-suite* 

FREE CAR PARK. 


39 t Granada Rd, Southsea, PO40RD 
V Tel: 01705 862639, J 


-FAREHAM- 

GORT WALK GUEST HOUSE 
44, Coombe Farm Ave, Fareham POIS 0TB 

Warm and Fnendty. Close Haslar, Sultan. 
Collingwoad. Alt rooms c.h.. TV, clock-radio. 
Amplfl parking, own keys. Courtesy pick-up 
on arrival. Two ground floor roorrrs available. 
Open alt year. From £13 660 {No extras). 
Christine Raiding 01329 £29905 


ADVERTISEMENT 
RATES (excl. VAT) 


DISPLAY = 

Full Page.£2,010 

Half Page*.,.£1J10 

Quarter Page.£625 

Sx.e..... £12.50 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage.80p per word 

Trade minimum 30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum lOwds. 
Penfriends see page 37 

Box number,.,.. £2.75 

Discounts, Colour Rates 
Technical Details 
available on request, 

Tel: 01705 724226 

For a full media pack 



UNION JACK 
It CLUB 

THE SERVICES CLUB 
11 IN LONDON 

Relax in style in 
your own Club in 
the heart of London 

Single, Double and Family 
bedrooms, many with private 
bath/shower, WC and TV. 
Restaurants, Bars, Colour TV 
Rooms, laundrette r Reading 
and Writing Rooms, 
Conference areas. 

Open to members of Allied 
and MATO Forces. 
Officers welcome. 

AH modern facilities at modest 
rates. 

Book your reservation 
through: 

Reservations Office: 
Union Jack Club 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tei: 0171-928 4814 
Fax: 0171-620 0565 
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TWO MAJOR MILESTONES IN MARINE PROPULSION 


Cooking with 
gas, 50 years 

after Turbinia 



0 Turbinia, the first steam turbine vessel, at speed at Queen Victoria's 
Diamond Jubilee Review ; Splthead f 26 June 1897. 




T HIS MONTH sees the 
100th anniversary of the 
sensational debut of the 
first steam turbine vessel at 
Queen Victoria's Diamond 
Jubilee Spithead Review, 

Fifty years later the world’s first 
gas turbine-powered warship 
appeared in the Solent. 

The first of these major milestones 
in marine propulsion is marked by an 
international conference at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne - birthplace of 
the Turbinia - organised by the 
Institute of Marine Engineers. 

Back in 1897, by steaming at an 


unprecedented 34 knots, Charles 
Parsons’ remarkable vessel persua¬ 
sively demonstrated to a conveniently 
assembled international audience the 
superior capabilities of the marine 
steam turbine. Delegates at the con¬ 
ference will have the opportunity of 
looking over the newly restored 
Turbinia, now on permanent display at 
the Newcastle Discovery Museum. 

The second event is remembered 
by the former Engineer Officer of 
MGB 2009, Cdr Peter Nops, who 
spent two years working on her sea tri¬ 
als - and also putting her through her 
paces for the benefit of interested for¬ 
eign observers. 

As the steam turbine 
replaced the recipro¬ 
cating steam engine in 
the world's major war¬ 
ships, so the gas turbine 
would in turn become 
the main engine for all 
the lead units of the 
modern RN surface 
fleet. 

It had its origins in 
World War II, when in 
1942 the Admiralty 
opened discussions 
with Metropolitan 
Vickers about design¬ 
ing a marine propulsion 
engine based on a jet 
engine. 

"A year later the 
company was given a 
contract to produce 
three such engines - 
and by 1947 one of 
them, the GATRIC Gl, 
was at sea under trial in 
MGB 2009,” Cdr Nops 
recalls. 

“This was one of a 
class of round bilge 117 
ft diesel engined gun¬ 


boats, originally ordered by the 
Turkish Navy, requisitioned by the 
Admiralty and then during the war 
converted by Camper and Nicholsons 
of Gosport (who nad originally built 
them) for heavy cargo carrying of ball 
bearings from Sweden. 

“2009 was not converted though, 
and had her three shafts powered by 
1300 hp Packard W14 petrol engines. 
In 1946 a contract was placed with 
Campers to fit GATRIC in place of 
her centre Packard engine. That sum¬ 
mer I was sent to HMS Hornet as her 
Engineer Officer. A little later CERA 
Heather joined and we both stayed in 
Manchester to attend the trials of this 
strange new engine. 

Q T( was an exciting time. Not only 
I were the whine of the compres- 

Asor and roar of the exhaust unfa¬ 
miliar and loud, but we both were 
somewhat alarmed to note the dull red 
glow of the very hot casing near the 
combustion chamber. 

“We were concerned because of the 
experiences we had had with fires 
caused by petrol vapour being ignited 
in Coastal Forces craft. To reduce the 


fire risk a metal casing was fitted 
around GATRIC. The annular space 
was fan ventilated and the exhaust air 
from this space led into the funnel. 
This casing had the useful additional 
effect of reducing noise and tempera¬ 
ture in the engine room. I took pains 
to impress on the Engine Room staff 
that the usual Coastal Forces regula¬ 
tions to prevent fires must be rigidly 
enforced because we had four petrol 
engines (two Packards and two auxi- 
lanes) in the same confined space as 
GATRIC. 

“These regulations included lengthy 
ventilation of bilges before engine 
starting or after fuelling - and there 
was the inevitable temptation to cur¬ 
tail these times to speed up getting 
underway. 

“The lack of fire disaster in 2009 
was largely attributable to the crews' 
conscientious fire prevention routines. 
During a trial in the Solent, in a rou¬ 
tine look through the inspection "win¬ 
dow 7 we were alarmed to see flames 
inside the casing. By shutting off the 
casing air supply, stopping GATRIC, 
putting on the canvas funnel cover and 
nosing it down to stop it igniting, we 


0Left: first sea 
trials for the 
marine gas tur¬ 
bine In MGB 
2009 in 1947. 

0 Opposite t 
inset: Camper 
and Nicholson 
Chief of 
Engineering 
Design Eric 
Wilkins on board 
MGB 2009 in the 
Solent. 

0 Above: the 
GATRIC G1 gas 
turbine engine 
(left) and one of 
the boats 
1300hp Packard 
petrol engines 
(right). The for¬ 
mer is now in the 
Science 
Museum . 


were relieved to see the fire extin¬ 
guished. It had been fuelled by a lubri¬ 
cating oil leak, but just how it was 
ignited was never discovered.” 

After many hours of trials GATRIC 
proved reliable enough for the 
Admiralty to organise a cruise around 
the Baltic, with local senior naval per¬ 
sonnel, shipbuilders, politicians and 
press invited to watch it in action. 

“After a successful Dutch visit, 
2009’s CO Lt Ted Reeks had planned 
to pass through the Kiel Canal for our 
visit to Copenhagen. Before we got 
there we damaged a propellor, proba¬ 
bly on a semi-submerged log, which 
caused noticeable vibration. 

“A spare was rushed to Kiel where 
we were met by Lt John Harvey-Jones, 
later the Chairman of ICI. The 
German fitters changed it in record 
time and for good measure brought 
the blade surfaces of alt three propel- 
lors to a high polish. 

“From Copenhagen we proceeded 
to Gothenburg. All our visitors were 
surprised at the reliability of this novel 
engine. But what particularly 
impressed them was the ability of the 
gas turbine to be started after leaving 
the jetty and be immediately available 
for full power - and then able to devel¬ 
op full power in ten seconds. 

Q T I To get early experience of 
1 1 operating a gas turbine at 
A sea, Engineer-in-Chicfs 
Department had selected as gas gen¬ 
erator a jet engine that had already 
been developed. This avoided 
design/modification and trial costs of 
this part of the engine. 

“It was accepted that specific fuel 
consumption would be high and 
because of low compression ratio 
overall efficiency, including the gas 
turbine, would be low. However, 
MBG 2009 got to sea quickly and with 
the gas turbine envisaged for use at 
high power for short periods fuel con¬ 
sumption was of secondary impor¬ 
tance. 

“From the trials experience of 
GATRIC Gl, G2 of 4,500hp was 
designed and used in the two Bold 
Class boats and finally G6 (7,500hp) 
as boost plant in the Tribal and County 
Classes, 

“The principle of using well-proved 
aero engines as the gas generators for 
marine gas turbines continued with 
the very successful Bristol and Rolls 
Royce engines which have replaced 
steam turbines as the surface fleet’s 
propulsion machinery (stand fast 
Britannia, Fearless and Intrepid!). 

“An opportunity here to pay tribute 
to those hundreds of ERAs and stok¬ 
ers who watchkept in appallingly hot 
and humid conditions in steam ships 
and completed inredible repair jobs in 
inaccessible places while in harbour, 
in peacetime and all through World 
Wars I and II and Korea, 

“Grateful acknowledgement also to 
the policy makers who gave us modern 
machinery, watchkeeping in reason¬ 
ably quiet and habitable control rooms 
and much repair by replacement. .. “ 

□ MGB 2009 was eventually sunk as a 
target during gunnery practice by Coastal 
Forces craft. The engine GATRIC Gl sur¬ 
vived, however, and is on show at the 
Science Museum. For details of the 
Newcastle conference, tel Laura Crane 
0171 468 2084. 





































• Cutting a swathe - HMS Trumpeter patrols the approaches to Gibraltar harbour ; where oil 
tankers anchor to await their next assignment (above). 

• Open bridge - HMS Ranger takes to sea under the command of Lt Tim Henry, with AB Gary 
Hackett at the helm and PO(S) ‘Soapy’ Watson standing by (right). 

Pictures: Cpi Kevin Jones. Royal Air Force. 
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*111 become the the^uadron dies 

a keytocatlon ,n nave. 


Rock 

G IBRALTAR’S coasts, 

cliffs and tunnels echo to 
the sound of Naval histo¬ 
ry and Naval heroes* 

It was to the rocky cove of Rosia 
Bay that the battered HMS Victory, 
bearing the body of Nelson, was 
towed after Trafalgar, 

Those who died of their wounds 
were buried in the well-tended 
Trafalgar cemetery just outside the 
city walls - the site of a ceremony on 
Trafalgar Day each year, 

Gibraltar looms large in the Royal 
Marines’ history, as an Anglo-Dutch 
force of 1,800 marines captured the 
Rock in 1704 then, with 400 more 
British marines, withstood a six-month 
siege by the French and Spanish, 

With the demise of HMS Rooke, 
the White Ensign is now flown by 
HMS Ranger and Trumpeter of the 
Gibraltar Squadron, which was com¬ 
missioned in August 1985 after the 


NAVY NEWS, JUNE 1997 37 

RNrole 


RAF Maritime Craft Unii disbanded. 
At first the squadron used former 
RAF vessels, renamed HMS 
Cormorant and Hart, but in May 
199! they were replaced by the two 
Archer-class patrol craft, each with a 
ship's company of eight men, sup¬ 
ported by a three-man shore team, 
and backed by two Arctic 22 Rigid 
Inflatable Boats (RIBs), 

Sovereignty 

Demonstrating sovereignty in 
Gibraltar's territorial waters is the 
Squadron’s primary role* but the 
ships are also take part in search and 
rescue operations. 

This places tight restrictions on the 
naval force - there must be at least 
one craft at an hour’s notice at all 
times* and the notice is down to 15 
minutes when fast jets are in the area. 

Normal patrols see ships or RIBs at 
sea for at least four hours each day. 


The third major role is in prevent¬ 
ing smuggling - mainly tobacco and 
drugs - and illegal immigration. In 
1995, up to 40 boats could be seen 
making the 2!km trip across the 
Straits to and from North Africa, 

Bui a combined initiative* with the 
Navy acting as forward support to the 
Royal Gibraltar Police* has forced 
many smugglers out or Gibraltarian 
waters* and tighter legislation on boats 
will ensure the pressure stays on. 

An Inter-Agency Operations 
Control Centre has opened at the 
squadron's headquarters, aiding co¬ 
operation between Gibraltarian cus¬ 
toms, police* and the Royal Navy. 

There is also a training role - war 
ships exercise in the area, and the 
squadron provides support, targets oi 
enemy forces as necessary. 

The squadron exercises each yeai 
off Portugal, and also keeps an annu¬ 
al appointment in Tangier for the 
Remembrance Sunday ceremony* 



Would you like a 
Naval Penfriend? 

A ten word advertisement 
in this column costs from as 
little as £9 . 

W R ITE ME SSAGE HEBE. (MAX 1Q WQ S) 


HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message (TO Words), enclose 
cheque/PO for £3 and send to* ‘Penfriends’. Navy News* HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POT 3HH, Replies to your box number will be forwarded on 
dally. (Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page 4 ) 
HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly in the 
bottom left hand corner. The letter should then be enclosed In a 
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 

Name:... 

Address.... 


READY FOR some mail? Attractive 
female 33 seeks you for 
correspondence. BOX June 1 
SUSAN, 32, 5ft 4 slim dark hair 
seeks male pen-friends 
30-35* BOX June 2 
HAZEL EYES, brunette* Joyce 
seeks Officer for penfriend* possible 
romance, BOX June 3 
20 YRQLD, brown eyed bmnette 
seeks male penfriend 20-25 
GSOH BOX June 4 
MARIA, 34, attractive* would 
like penfriend* similar 

age +. BOX June 5 
ALEXANDRA, 30, enjoys travelling 
seeks genuine penfriends, BOX June 6 


FEMALE, 3d, unconventional, 
intelligent* GSOH* genuine* 
optimistic, honest* numerous 
interests, BOX June 7 
43 YR OLD, divorcee seeks 
single male penfriend, with 
GSOH BOX June 8 
SARAH - ATTRACTIVE* caring, 
33 seeks officer & 
gentleman for correspondence/ 
friendship. BOX June 9 
FEMALE SAILING NUT, 44* 
5 f 8" seeks tail Officer for 
friendship/relationship. BOX June 10 
FEMALE, 38, working in Devon* 
seeks penfriends into music, reading* 
countryside. BOX June Li 


BLONDE 5’ 5" wants friendship so 
write to me. BOX June 12 
WIDOW, 57, so lonely* seeks 
genuine male for friendship/ 
correspondence. BOX June 13 
ATTRACTIVE BLONDE, widow 
42, seeks officer and a 
gentleman. BOX June 14 
CUDDLY LADY, 44, seeks 
penfriend for long term 
friendship. BOX June 15 
GSOH, SINGLE MUM, 5 7", caring, 
blue eyes, brown hair, early 30 \ 
sporty, BOX June 16 
36, REDHEAD, greenish eyes 5' T 
GSOH seeks male penpals 
(34-45). BOX June 17 
WANTED, nice penpals! I’m 27. 
Hobbies: music, reading* cinema, 
fun! BOX June 18 

JOSEPHINE, 39 YR5* 5‘ 7"* 
Glasgow* would like penfriend in the 
forces. BOX June 19 
BLONDE, YOUNG 40, divorcee, 
would like handsome naval 
penfriends 35-42. BOX June 20 
EMMA, 18, very shy. 
Seeking chubby single guy for 
penpal. BOX June 21 
PRETTY WOMAN, 33. Seeks 
Officer & Gentleman for genuine 
friendship/relationship. BOX June 22 
JANE, 30, single, blonde hair* brown 
eyes* West Yorkshire 

area. BOX June 23 
SINGLE WORKING MUM, 
34 seeks Naval man for 
penpal or relationship. Photo if 
poss. BOX June 24 
BRUNETTE, PETITE, 34 seeks 
genuine male for friendship. Hams 
based, BOX June 25 
RETIRED OFFICER, seeks 
friendship/companionship of sincere 
lady (60-68) - genuine. BOX June 26 
HUMOUR ESSENTIAL, solvent, 
single parent (35) would 
like to correspond with 
gentleman, BOX June 27 


SINGLE, 24, seeks interesting 
person to exchange regular letters 
with. BOX June 28 
SINGLE, PROFESSIONAL 
lady - interests, travel, 
gardening* philately, seeks friendly 
correspondence, BOX June 29 
SINGLE LADY, 42 WLTC with 
gentlemen who are loving & 
caring. BOX June 30 
PETITE, PRETTY lady 46 
seeks genuine sailor for 
penpal. BOX June 31 
PETITE FEMALE, 25, 2 kids 
GSOH seeks male penfiend 
28+, BOX June 32 
NUTTY NURSE, 32yrs, seeks 
correspondence/friendship with 
GSOH sailor/m arm e, BOX June 33 
DIVORCED WORKING mum, 42, 
seeks male penpal for 
friendship/relationship. BOX June 34 
JULIE, 35, varied interests* 
animal lover GSOH seeks 
penpals. BOX June 35 
ATTRACTIVE FEMALE, 25 
seeks male penfriend with GSOH 
24+, BOX June 36 
ATTRACTIVE FEMALE, 42, 
divorced, tall* buxom and 
happy. BOX June 37 
MALE STUDENT, 18, would 
like to correspond with 
WRENS, BOX June 38 
24, SINGLE FEMALE looking for 
friendship romance. Interested? 
Please reply. BOX June 39 


PERSONAL 


CONTACTS WORLDWIDE* 

Hundreds of women and men 
wanting friendship or more. All 
ages. Send SAE for details to 
Rebecca, 68/N Field Lane, Frimlcy 
GUl65JZTeL 01276 502134 


KEN, EX SAILOR (North London) 
58* 6’, quiet* considerate, romantic. 
Enjoys the simple things, WLTM 
slim* homely* warm female* seeking 
TLC 30-55. GSOH. BOX 9634 


STUDIO 2 

btfuna m Aroma massage * Shower 
Mon-Fri 9:00am midnight. 

Sat 10:00am midnighi. 

Sunday Ham- It:30pm 
Book your appointment or call in to visit us. 
I9K Keyham Road* Plymouth 



Servlet td: 0531 526664 


NOTICE 

All advertisements submitted 
for entry Into the Navy News 
Fen Friend column are 
subject to copy approval* 
Navy News reserves the right 
to make any amendments 
which it considers necessary 
or to edit any copy which is in 
excess of 10 words. 



Royal (4) 
PAUL BRAMMALL 
D.o*B 25/5/57 

HAPPY 40tb 
BIRTHDAY 
LITTLE BROTHER 
LOVE & BEST WISHES 
GAMY BRAMMALL 


oooooooooooo 


SUN/SWIMWEAR 

Over sixty original & exclusive 
designs by; 

Port Cross, Horn,Porto Rico, 
Fabrimalla, Triumph 

Sun strings • Thongs ■ Briefs * 
Shorts * underwear for Him/Her 
Send El (credited) for 
full colour catalogue to: 


INT€RSPARTA 

T5QB Gloucester Road, Bristol BS7 8MT 


Veterans MEDALS 
Available! 


Lost Your 
MEDALS? 


We can replace 
them NOW! 
Full Size A Mins 
Mount For Wearing 

Ribbons & Cap Badges 


for ex-military A civilian 
services; 

MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 
GENERAL SERVICE CROSS 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL 
SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL 
BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL 

SAEfor Brochure/Application Forms/Replacement List 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

(Dept NN). NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PLS 1DH 
Telephone 01752 S72872 Fox 01752 S72723 
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Sport 



Triumph for 
athletes in 
Palace outing 

A SHORTAGE of competitors ensured that the Navy 
athletics season got off to a shaky start at the Annual 
RNAA meeting at Woodford Green. 

But by the time the Athletics Club came to compete in the 
second League fixture of the season at Crystal Palace, the 
results were very different. 


On a wintry morning at 
Woodford Green the Service 
could only muster nine athletes 
and did exceptionally well with 
so few to finish 4th overall. 

LPT Neal Edwards' season 
got off to a flyer when he won the 
400m hurdles in just 58,1 sec¬ 
onds but this was the Navy's 
only individual win of the day. 

Sgt Stu Gibbs produced an 
excellent 3.4m in the pole vault 
(4th) and fought off almost all 
comers for a silver in the shot 
put. 

THE RMAC'S first Southern 
League fixture of the year was at 
Carn Brae stadium in Cornwall, 
and despite the travelling 
involved, the Club saw one of its 
best turn-outs for some time. 

Again, Neil Edwards ran well 
and his 2nd place in the 400m 
hurdles was followed by another 
silver in the 400m 8' string. 
Several new faces made an 
impression, but the more experi¬ 
enced runners made the differ¬ 
ence with Rupert Williams with a 
double first in the 100m A and B 
strings and silver for Steve 
Gough in the 5000m. Man of the 
match was Lee Blackburn with 
an excellent first in the long jump 
and third in the 200m, 

At the second League fixture 
at Crystal Palace, the Navy were 
able to field a full team for the 


^ab 


Athletics 


first time and they won the meet¬ 
ing outright. 

The strong track squad boast¬ 
ed few recognised field athletes 
but there were so many excel- 
lent individual performances that 
valuable points were scored in 
most events 

Neal Edwards, Russ Williams, 
Dean Fernee, Lee Blackburn, 
Luke Clifton, Rupert Williams, 
Dave Bonsai I, Richie Hope, 
Kerry Archibald, Kevin Steele, 
Martin Kilby, Pete Warmsley, 
Steve Gough, Simon Hearn den, 
Graham Riley, Paul Winton, 
Andy Dawkins. Jimmy Green, 
Mike Wool more and Neil Harris 
all deserve a mention, as do offi¬ 
cials Paul Kirkpatrick and Keith 
Crawley. 

Man of the Match was given to 
Richie Hope who won the 40Dm 
and came second and fourth in 
the javelin B' and pole vault A 
respectively. 

The Athletics Club can now 
look forward to the next fixtures 
with confidence but more field 
athletes are still required. If you 
are interested in competing, con¬ 
tact Lt Dave Philpot on 01705 
701135 


NAVY CREAMED 
BY VISITORS 
FROM DEVON 


THE CAMPAIGN to retain 
the South West Counties 
Soccer Cup which began 
so promisingly with a win 
over the Army last 
December came to an 
end with a 4-1 defeat by 
Devon at Portsmouth, 

The early exchanges in the 
match were even between the 
two sides who had scored regu¬ 
larly in their group matches, 
writes U Cdr Jim Banks, 

LPT Paul Willcts played a part in 
supplying both CPO Will Flint and 
Mne Sean Foster with opportuni¬ 
ties to take the lead hut they were 
denied by Devon's keeper 
Edwards, 

Fine save 

Both sets of forwards were find¬ 
ing it hard to break through strong 
defences but the best Devon 
chance fell to full back Cann who 
shot through a crowded area and 
brought a fine save from CPO 
Stuart Adams in the Navy goal. 

Half time was reached with the 
score still at nil-nil which was a fair 
reflection of the play. 

The Devon forwards started in a 
determined mood and caught the 


DEVON 4 
NAVY 1 


previously strong Navy defence 
napping with two goals from centre 
forward Everett in the first five 
minutes. 

On the hour, following a good 
cross from Farrell, Everett made 
his hat trick to virtually guarantee 
victory for the visitors. 

But the spirit which had been 
present throughout the season 
shone again when the Navy' 
reduced the lead a minute later. 

PC) Nigel Thwaites converted a 
penalty after skipper PQPT Steve 
Riley was pushed in the area. 

Despite the introduction of CPO 
Bob Evans and OM Norman 
Thompson, the Navy could not 
reduce the deficit and in the last 
minute, with the Navy team press¬ 
ing hard in the Devon half, Ken 
Nancikwell collected a long clear¬ 
ance, founded Adams, and scored 
to make the final tally 4-1 to the vis¬ 
itors. 

After the match. Competition 
President Ron Reeve presented the 
Cup to Devon’s delighted skipper 
Jones. 


Haslar’s 

soccer 

double 


FANS of Navy football may 
take some consolation this 
month from a unique Cup 
and League double by a 
squad from Hasiar 
Hospital. 

The Tri-Service team, which 
has several players from the 
Senior Service, won the 
Portsmouth Area S&S Cup this 
season as well as coming top 
of the League. 

The squad, (pictured with 
their senior officers) was cap¬ 
tained by 5/Sgt Rhino O’Neil, 
and only lost one game in the 
season - to HMS Sultan. 



This defeat, following the loss of 
the Interservices Cup, ended a sea¬ 
son which had begun with great 
promise and the RNFA would like 
to thank all the ships and establish¬ 
ments who provided players for the 
squad. 

Jubilee Cup 

11 MS Sultan represented the 
RN in this season’s Jubilee Cup 
and the opening match against 
RAF Bruggen was played at 
Uxbridge. 

In a keenly contested affair the 
Air Force had the better of the 
opening half and deservedly gained 
a single goal lead in the 41st 
minute. 

With Sultan's POMEM Steve 
Elder and POMEM Annie Amell 
both going for the same ball, the 
Bruggen's SAC Taylor was left clear 
to ball the ball back across the six- 
yard box and for Caven to shoot 
past CPO Ian Faulkner at close 
range. 

Sultan came more into the game 
after the break and both CPO 
Arnie Ormston and PO Thwanes 
went close. 

After each side had seen a play¬ 
er receive a red card, the RAF 
made the game safe with two goals 
in the last four minutes, errors 
which Sultan were to regret. 
Result: Sultan 0 RAF Bmggen 3. 

In the second match of the com¬ 
petition, Sultan hosted the Army 
Cup winners 3 RSME and on a 
blustery afternoon should have 
taken the lead but Thwaites shot 
over the bar in the second minute. 

The Sappers took the lead with a 
goal from L/Cpl Shannon in the 
15th minute. 

With POAEM Neil Copeland 
and POMEM Arnell playing well 
in the middle of the defence, Sultan 
restricted the Army’s chances, and 
it was a fair reflection of play when 
the Navy side equalised. 

LAEM Ivan Sadd took a comer 
on the right and Ormston headed 
home in fine style to bring the half 
time score to 1-1. On the hour 
Reeves restored the Sapper’s one- 
goal lead and in a disastrous final 
eight minutes Sultan conceded a 
further three goals. Result: 1IMS 
Sultan one, 3 RSME five. 

In the final match played at 
Camberley, 3 RSME defeated 
Bruggen bv four goals to nil to 
become tins season's Jubilee Cup 
champions and NAAFI's head of 
Projects and leisure planning pre¬ 
sented the Cup to Cp! Mayers. 


Portsmouth golfers claim back 


PORTSMOUTH Command golfers 
battled gamely to win the Inter 
Command Matchplay Champion¬ 
ships at the China Fleet Country 
Club at Saltash writes Cdr Gary 
Skins . 

The event was scheduled earlier in 
the calendar than in the past to 
accommodate a busy fixtures list, but 
the golfers enjoyed unseasonai sun¬ 
shine and the course played excep¬ 
tionally well. 

The standard of golf was extremely 
high throughout the championship 
and the final result remained in doubt 
until the last match. 

The foundation of Portsmouth’s 
first success since 1986 came from 


Command title 


the Navy golf captain Cdr Ian Yulil 
(Centurion) and fellow RN squad 
member WEM(R) Alistair Westbury 
(St Vincent.) 

Both achieved 100 per cent records 
in the five-match round robin format, 
and with able support down the order 
the team thoroughly deserved their 
success. 

The holders, Naval Air Command, 
had a good chance of retaining their 
title but fell at the last hurdle against 
Portsmouth and were eventually 
pipped for second piace by Scotland, 


Scotland’s achievement was also 
noteworthy. After a slow start the 
‘Bravehearts’ finished strongly and 
their two wins on the final day 
ensured their mnners-up placing. 

Albatross 

The team captain, CPO Eddie 
Comerford (Caledonia) fielded a 
young team from north of the border 
and one or two of his discoveries 
gave some encouraging signs for 
Navy golf in the future. 


Perhaps the most remarkable per¬ 
sonal stroke of the week came from 
Navy champion LAEA(R) Terry Taylor 
(Sultan) when he holed his four iron 
second shot at the 573-yard par five 
13th hole for an albatross. 

Unfortunately, such achievements 
never receive the same accolade as a 
hole in one, but most players will 
recognise such a feat as equal to, if 
not bettering, the popular golfing 
’ultimate.’ 

The RNGA now looks forward to 
the next Inter Command and 
Individual Strokepiay Championships 
at Westbury Park* Exeter, and 
thoughts are now beginning to turn 
to selection for the Inter Service team 
to play In September. 


Exciting 
start to 
cricket 


THE NAVY cricket team 
began their season with a 
new skipper and an excit¬ 
ing win against the Free 
Foresters by two runs, 

Chris Slocombe led the RN 
who were put into bat after 
losing the toss. 

The Service was 77 for four 
wickets before a partnership 
between the skipper and Mid 
Peter Andrews added 87 and 
took the score to 164* where 
they were both out, 

Andrew completed a fine 
innings of 100 from 140 balls 
in 170 minutes. 

Wickets fell steadily in the 
chase for runs and the Navy 
were all out for 191 with 
Jerome Griffin taking 4 for 45. 

When the Foresters batted, 
opening bowler POMEA David 
Garbutt bowled five consecu¬ 
tive maidens and took one 
wicket. 

While Sean Morris was bat¬ 
ting, the Foresters looked 
well-placed for victory but he 
was run out on 59, and despite 
a late flurry from Griffin (34) 
and Dodd (40) nine runs were 
required from the final over. 

Dodd took four from the first 
three balls but some good 
fielding by the Navy ran out 
the last two batsmen off the 
fourth and fifth balls to leave 
the Foresters all out for 189 
and the Navy winners by two 
runs with one ball remaining. 

SCORES: RN 191 (P Andrew 
100) Free Foresters 189. 

JUNE FIXTURES: Friday 
June 6 - English Fire Service, 
June 9 - Hampshire II at 
Portsmouth, June 25 away to 
the British Police at Esher. The 
Combined Services will play 
Cambridge University in a two- 
day fixture on June 18 and 19 
at Portsmouth. 


In brief 


Gripping stuff 

AS NAVY NEWS went to 
press* the Service's first indoor 
climbing competition was tak¬ 
ing place in Gloucester. 

The RN&RM Mountaineering 
Club hope that the competition 
will become an annual cvcm which 
will promote sports climbing in a 
friendly and sociable atmosphere. 
A full report is planned for next 
month’s sports pages. 

Heavyweight 

CPO SIMON MANSELL 
(HMS Berkeley) won the 
Senior and Masters 
Weightlifting title at the South 
West Counties championships. 

In the snatch he lifted 77,5kg to 
break his own county record* In 
the second of the two lifts he suc¬ 
cessfully hoisted 95kg but was dis¬ 
appointed in the next two 
attempts. Simon has set 11 county 
records in 2A years and hopes to 
qualify for the British Masters 
next year. 

Sid's the boss 

NAVY NEWS is happy reas¬ 
sure colleagues of LD Sid 
Lawrence that he fS the cap¬ 
tain of the skeleton bob team 
featured in the last issue. 

The picture caption supplied to 
us for use in the May issue incor¬ 
rectly stated that the team was led 
by K'xistar ' fomlcy. Sorry, lads, 
and good !uck with your prepara¬ 
tion for the 2002 Olympics! 
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Wrens return 
to South Africa 


after 55 years 



THE ROYAL Navy 
Womens Hockey team 
tour of South Africa saw 
Wrens competing in the 
country for the first time 
in 55 years. 

But the hosts showed 
that they had lost none of 
their competitive edge dur¬ 
ing the intervening years 
and the RN Women were 
hard pressed in all six of 
their fixtures. 

Just to be there, the ladies 
had to raise £27,000 between 
them and their pre-tour fund 
raising efforts are as worthy of 
note as their exploits on the 


Pictures by 
POW(PHOT) 
Crissie Proud ley 


field - they arranged every¬ 
thing from car boot sales to 
invitation tournaments and 
competed in the Great South 
Run to raise the cash 
required. 

By the time they finished 
they even had £1,000 left over 
to donate to Soient Multiple 
Sclerosis Therapies. 

The tour took them from 
Cape Town to Johannesburg 
and gave them enough 


time for some spectacular 
sightseeing on the way. 

And they were able to pass 
on some of their skills to 
youngsters involved in 
Johannesburg's ‘Local 

Development Scheme* where 
they presented hockey sticks 
and sportswear sent out by 
Game Set and Match of 
Chichester 

Throughout their matches 
the Women displayed great 
passion and professionalism 
but had to bow to South 
African superiority in almost 
every case. 

Visits to Sun City and the 
Pilansberg Game Reserve pro¬ 
vided some much-needed 
relaxation and the team’s spir¬ 
its were lifted by a well- 
deserved draw against the 
South African Defence Force 
in their final match. 

• Right: The official team photograph 
from the Royai Navy Women s 
Hockey Team tour of South Africa. 

• Left: Youngsters involved in 
Johannesburg's 1 Local Development 
Scheme' were coached by the 
Women f s Hockey team and were 
thrilled to receive sports kit dona fed 
by well-wishers in the UK 

% Below: The RN Women (in biue) 
defend a penalty comer against 
Stellenbosch University, Cape Town 

• Bottom: Soaking up the pressure 
from the Garden Ladies, Cape Town, 
but their best result was a draw with 
the South African Defence Force. 
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BUMPER WEEK! 
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Options 


tininess 
laundry 
marks a 
new deal 


CHINESE laundrymen can continue to serve in all 
major warships after the handover of Hong Kong, 
thanks to a new deal wrung out by the Royal Navy. 


Bonnie 
choice 
of Scots 
Senior 
Chaplain 



FOR THE first time in the 
history of the Royal Navy, 
the Director-General of 
the Chaplaincy Service is 
a non-Anglican. 

Appointment of the 
Rev br Charles Edward 
Stewart of the Church of 
Scotland is seen as forg¬ 
ing a new policy in the 
Navy’s chaplaincy of "the 
best person for the job", 
regardless of denomina¬ 
tion. 

A spokesman for the 
Chaplaincy Service said 
the move was also in line 
with the Services' stance 
on non-discrimination. 

The appointment of Dr 
Stewart as the Navy’s 
Senior Chaplain may be 
even more pleasing to 
many Scots for another 
reason. His namesake 
was Charles Edward 
Stuart (Bonnie Prince 
Charlie). 

• Fr Ben Franklin, 
based with the First 
Submarine Squadron at 
Faslane, has become the 
first chaplain to qualify 
as a submariner and go 
to sea. He is also, at 46, 
the oldest person to 
qualify. 


The contract with 
Worldwide Laundry Services 
gives the men official status for 
the first time in their 60-year 
association and guarantees 
prices for the next five years. 

There will, however, he a 
requirement lo charge VAT on 
laundry for ships alongside and 
operating in UK waters, in the 
same way that NAAFI does now. 

The company, a consortium 
between Serco Lid and the Shao 
Brothers, has offered employment 
lo all 108 existing laundry men and 
hopes the majority will stay on. 

From now on they will wear a 
WLS uniform and will live and eat 
with the ship’s company. 

Sponsor of the new contract, 
FOSF's Cdr Tim Forster, said: 
u We hope that people at sea Will 
see almost no change. Hopefully, 
most of the laundrymen will he the 
same people, although they may 
not stay in the same ship for many 
years as they do now." 

Chinese laundrymen have been 
working informally in RN ships 
since the 1930s and have seen 
action in the Falklands War, 
where lwo lost their lives, and 
more recently in the Gulf. 

Today, they are at sea in virtual¬ 
ly all frigates, destroyers and air¬ 
craft carriers as well as the ice 
patrol ship HMS Endurance and 
the survey ship HMS Herald, 

The hard-working laundrymen 
are held in high regard throughout 
the Service and news of the" con¬ 
tract will be widely welcomed. 

Marines killed 
on train roof 

TWO OFF-DUTY Royal Marines 
have been killed in Thailand while 
riding on the roof of a train. 

Mnes Peter Bartlett and Tony 
Hall died instantly when the train 
passed under a bridge at night. 
The Thai police were investigating 
the circumstances. 

Both men were single and aged 
24, They had been members of the 
Commando Logistic Regiment 
since 1993 and had been involved 
in Exercise Setia Kawan in Brunei 
(see page 11), 

Their bodies were flown home 
shortly after the accident. 



Gulf War 
illness 
probe 
steps up 


INVESTIGATION into possible 
Gulf War illness is to he stepped 
up T says new Armed Forces 
Minister, Jack Reid. 

While keeping an open mind on 
whether so-called Gulf War 
Syndrome exists, Mr Reid says 
MOD has an obligation to investi¬ 
gate sympathetically and thor¬ 
oughly - as well as openly and 
honestly - any illness suffered by 
those who have served their coun¬ 
try. 

He has extended the research 
programme to include vaccines 
and tablets taken by British Forces 
in the Gulf and has asked for a full 
explanation of the scientific basis 
on which preventative measures 
were used and how they were car¬ 
ried out. 

Mr Reid has also ordered an 
immediate injection of resources 
to be put into the medical assess¬ 
ment programme so as to cut the 
backlog of 300 veterans waiting to 
be seen by MOD doctors. A mili¬ 
tary consultant physician is being 
appointed to work full-time on the 
task. 

Missile checks 
target three 

THE NAVY is currently cheeking 
three of its missile systems to 
ensure they remain fully effective. 

Press reports have spoken of 
reliability problems with Sea Dart, 
Sea Wolf and Sea Skua, which are 
all being refurbished, but a Fleet 
Support spokesman said all sys¬ 
tems remained operational. 

"There have been no changes of 
plans to ships' programmes and we 
are confident that the immediate 
requirements for the missiles can 
be met, including those necessary 
for a crisis should the need arise,” 
he said. "We operate these mis¬ 
siles to such a high standard that 
they are constantly being checked 
and maintained,” 


Smallest ships 
take the Sword 
of Peace 1996 

THE SMALLEST ships in the Navy have won one of the biggest 
peaetime prizes - the Inshore Training Squadron has been aw ard¬ 
ed the Wilkinson Sword of Peace for 1996. 


Big fish, 
little fish 
in flight 


HMS DILIGENCE at 
Pulau Tioman, Malaysia 
during Exercise Flying 
Fish 97, towering above 
a pair of Malaysian 
patrol boats and the LST 
Sri Banggi - see also 
pages 28-29. 


Bidding for a 
record brew 


THE BIG Brew Up - a worldwide 
lea parly in aid of SSAFA Forces 
Help - hopes to raise £500,000 and 
enter the Guinness Book of 
Records, 

Parties are planned on board 
HMS Campbeltown, Westminster, 
Richmond, Chatham, Fearless, 
Victory, Belfast, Trenchant, 
Trafalgar and Torbay on June 11. 
while commandos will abseil onto 
an offshore rock promontory for 
tea at Lands End, 


Three swords are awarded 
annually, one to each of the 
Services, for the units which have 
done most lo further humanitarian 
causes beyond their normal duties. 

Lt Cdr Peter Lewis, Senior 
Officer at ihe Inshore Training 
Squadron, said he was very 
pleased the squadron had heen 
singled out for the honour, which 
was shared last year by the aircraft 
carriers HMS Invincible and 
Illustrious, 

"1 see the Wilkinson Sword of 
Peace as recognition of junior 
ships' companies and undergradu¬ 
ates being able to punch above 
their weight in projecting the 
Royal Navy," he said. 

In his submission to the judging 
panel, Li Cdr Lewis spoke of how 
the "professionalism, diplomacy 
and dedication displayed by the 
ships' companies and embarked 
students during their wide-ranging 
deployments of 1996 has left a fine 
impression of the Royal Navy, Her 
Majesty’s Government and 
Britain's young people in many 
countries." 

Popular guests 

During 1996 14 small ships of 
the squadron, mainly Archer-cl ass 
patrol craft supporting ihe 
University Royal Navy Units, 
deployed across Europe. 

Training forays allowed around 
800 students to take part in the 
programme of 40 visits to ports as 
far afield as Poland, Sweden and 
Spain, while in Russia the 
squadron was the first RN pres¬ 
ence at Kaliningrad, where they 
were popular guests at the celebra¬ 
tions for three centuries of the 
Russian navy. 

In Spain a visit and ceremonial 
duties at Villagarcia dc Arosa 
rekindled a warm friendship 
stretching back to the frequent 
RN visits between 1874 and 1936 - 
the locals in this area are still 
known as "Los Ingleses”, 


Roebuck returns 
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HMS ROEBUCK arrives 
home at Devonport from 
the Persian Gulf affter a six 
month deployment in which 
she surveyed over 2 T 8Q0 
miles. 

On the way back she 
attended the International 
Hydrographic 
Organisation's 15th confer¬ 
ence at Monaco where she 
hosted a reception tor 80 
hydrographers from ah 
over true world. 

Also back at Devonport - 
at the end of a two-and-a- 
half year stint in the 
Adriatic - was the Fleet 
Replenishment Ship RFA 
Resource, now to be 
decommissioed after 30 
years service (see page 9). 
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